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(b) The District Commander gives 
written notice of the proposed require-
ment to the bridge owner. 

(c) All comments the owner wishes to 
submit shall be submitted to the Dis-
trict Commander within 30 days of re-
ceipt of the notice under paragraph (b) 
of this section. 

(d) If, upon consideration of the com-
ments received, the District Com-
mander determines that a radio-
telephone is necessary, the District 
Commander notifies the bridge owner 
that a radiotelephone shall be installed 
and gives a reasonable time, not to ex-
ceed six months, to install the radio-
telephone and commence operation. 

§ 117.24 Radiotelephone installation 
identification. 

(a) The Coast Guard authorizes, and 
the District Commander may require 
the installation of a sign on draw-
bridges, on the upstream and down-
stream sides, indicating that the bridge 
is equipped with and operates a VHF 
radiotelephone in accordance with 
§ 117.23. 

(b) The sign shall give notice of the 
radiotelephone and its calling and 
working channels— 

(1) In plain language; or 
(2) By a sign consisting of the outline 

of a telephone handset with the long 
axis placed horizontally and a vertical 
three-legged lightning slash super-
imposed over the handset. The slash 
shall be as long vertically as the 
handset is wide horizontally and nor-
mally not less than 27 inches and no 
more than 36 inches long. The preferred 
calling channel should be shown in the 
lower left quadrant and the preferred 
working channel should be shown in 
the lower right quadrant. 

NOTE: It is recommended that the radio-
telephone sign be similar in design to the 
Service Signs established by the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) in U.S. 
Road Symbol Signs using Reflective Blue 
and Reflective White colors. Color and de-
sign information is available from the Dis-
trict Commander of the Coast Guard District 
in which the bridge is located. 

[CGD 84–022, 51 FR 16308, May 2, 1986] 

§ 117.31 Operation of draw for emer-
gency situations. 

(a) When a drawtender is informed by 
a reliable source that an emergency ve-
hicle is due to cross the draw, the 
drawtender shall take all reasonable 
measures to have the draw closed at 
the time the emergency vehicle arrives 
at the bridge. 

(b) When a drawtender receives no-
tice, or a proper signal as provided in 
§ 117.15 of this part, the drawtender 
shall take all reasonable measures to 
have the draw opened, regardless of the 
operating schedule of the draw, for pas-
sage of the following, provided this 
opening does not conflict with local 
emergency management procedures 
which have been approved by the cog-
nizant Coast Guard Captain of the 
Port: 

(1) Federal, State, and local govern-
ment vessels used for public safety; 

(2) Vessels in distress where a delay 
would endanger life or property; 

(3) Commercial vessels engaged in 
rescue or emergency salvage oper-
ations; and 

(4) Vessels seeking shelter from se-
vere weather. 

[CGD 91–016, 58 FR 20, Jan. 4, 1993] 

§ 117.33 Closure of draw for natural 
disasters or civil disorders. 

Drawbridges need not open for the 
passage of vessels during periods of 
natural disasters or civil disorders de-
clared by the appropriate authorities 
unless otherwise provided for in Sub-
part B or directed to do so by the Dis-
trict Commander. 

§ 117.35 Operations during repair or 
maintenance. 

(a) When operation of the draw must 
deviate from the regulations in this 
part for scheduled repair or mainte-
nance work, the drawbridge owner 
shall request approval from the Dis-
trict Commander at least 30 days be-
fore the date of the intended change. 
The request shall include a brief de-
scription of the nature of the work to 
be performed and the times and dates 
of requested changes. The District 
Commander’s decision is forwarded to 
the applicant within five working days 
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of the receipt of the request. If the re-
quest is denied, the reasons for the de-
nial are forwarded with the decision. 

(b) When the draw is rendered inoper-
ative because of damage to the struc-
ture or when vital, unscheduled repair 
or maintenance work shall be per-
formed without delay, the drawbridge 
owner shall immediately notify the 
District Commander and give the rea-
sons why the draw is or should be ren-
dered inoperative and the expected 
date of completion of the repair or 
maintenance work. 

(c) All repair or maintenance work 
under this section shall be performed 
with all due speed in order to return 
the draw to operation as soon as pos-
sible. 

(d) If the operation of the draw will 
be affected for periods of less than 60 
days, the regulations in this part will 
not be amended. Where practicable, the 
District Commander publishes notice 
of the temporary deviations from the 
regulations in this part in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER and Local Notices to Mari-
ners. If operation of the draw is ex-
pected to be affected for more than 60 
days, the District Commander pub-
lishes temporary regulations covering 
the repair period. 

§ 117.37 Opening or closure of draw 
for public interest concerns. 

(a) For reasons of public health or 
safety or for public functions, such as 
street parades and marine regattas, the 
District Commander may authorize the 
opening or closure of a drawbridge for 
a specified period of time. 

(b) Requests for opening or closure of 
a draw shall be submitted to the Dis-
trict Commander at least 30 days be-
fore the proposed opening or closure 
and include a brief description of the 
proposed event or other reason for the 
request, the reason why the opening or 
closure is required, and the times and 
dates of the period the draw is to re-
main open or closed. 

(c) Approval by the District Com-
mander depends on the necessity for 
the opening or closure, the reasonable-
ness of the times and dates, and the 
overall effect on navigation and users 
of the bridge. 

§ 117.39 Closure of draw due to infre-
quent use. 

Upon written request by the owner or 
operator of a drawbridge, the District 
Commander may, after notice in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER and opportunity for 
public comment, permit the draw to be 
closed and untended due to infrequency 
of use of the draw by vessels. The Dis-
trict Commander may condition ap-
proval on the continued maintenance 
of the operating machinery. 

§ 117.41 Maintenance of draw in fully 
open position. 

The draw may be maintained in the 
fully open position to permit the pas-
sage of vessels and drawtender service 
discontinued if the District Com-
mander is notified in advance. The 
draw shall remain in the fully open po-
sition until drawtender service is re-
stored or authorization under § 117.39 is 
given for the draw to remain closed and 
untended. 

§ 117.43 Changes in draw operation re-
quirements for regulatory purposes. 

In order to evaluate suggested 
changes to the drawbridge operation 
requirements, the District Commander 
may authorize temporary deviations 
from the regulations in this part for 
periods not to exceed 90 days. Notice of 
these deviations is disseminated in the 
Local Notices to Mariners and pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

[CGD–92–015b, 58 FR 46081, Sept. 1, 1993] 

§ 117.45 Operation during winter sea-
son in the Great Lakes area. 

(a) The Commander, Ninth Coast 
Guard District, may determine that 
drawbridges located in the Ninth Coast 
Guard District need not open during 
the winter season when general naviga-
tion is curtailed, unless a request to 
open the draw is given at least 12 hours 
before the time of the intended pas-
sage. 

(b) Notice of these determinations is 
disseminated in Local Notices to Mari-
ners and other appropriate media. No-
tices indicate— 

(1) The name and location of the 
bridge affected; 

(2) The period of time covered; and 
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