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Subpart A—Introduction

§203.11 Purpose.

This part prescribes administrative
policies, guidance, and operating proce-
dures for natural disaster preparedness,
response, and recovery activities of the
United States Army Corps of Engi-
neers.

§203.12 Authority.

Section 5 of the Flood Control Act of
1941, as amended, (33 U.S.C. 701n) (69
Stat. 186), commonly and hereinafter
referred to as Public Law 84-99, author-
izes an emergency fund to be expended
at the discretion of the Chief of Engi-
neers for: preparation for natural disas-
ters; flood fighting and rescue oper-
ations; repair or restoration of flood
control works threatened, damaged, or
destroyed by flood, or nonstructural al-
ternatives thereto; emergency protec-
tion of federally authorized hurricane
or shore protection projects which are
threatened, when such protection is
warranted to protect against imminent
and substantial loss to life and prop-
erty; and repair and restoration of fed-
erally authorized hurricane or shore
protection projects damaged or de-
stroyed by wind, wave, or water of
other than ordinary nature. The law
includes provision of emergency sup-
plies of clean water when a contami-
nated source threatens the public
health and welfare of a locality, and
activities necessary to protect life and
improved property from a threat re-
sulting from a major flood or coastal
storm. This law authorizes the Sec-
retary of the Army (Secretary) to con-
struct wells and to transport water



§203.13

within areas determined by the Sec-
retary to be drought-distressed. The
Secretary of the Army has delegated
the authority vested in the Secretary
under Public Law 84-99 through the As-
sistant Secretary of the Army (Civil
Works) to the Chief of Engineers, sub-
ject to such further direction as the
Secretary may provide.

§203.13 Available assistance.

Corps assistance provided under au-
thority of Public Law 84-99 is intended
to be supplemental to State and local
efforts. The principal assistance pro-
grams and activities of the Corps are
described in this section.

(a) Disaster preparedness. Technical
assistance for many types of disasters
is available to State and local inter-
ests. Primary Corps efforts are focused
on technical assistance for, and inspec-
tions of, flood control works, and re-
lated flood fight preparedness and
training activities. Technical assist-
ance for specialized studies, project de-
velopment, and related activities, and
requirements for long term assistance,
are normally beyond the scope of dis-
aster preparedness assistance, and are
appropriately addressed by other Corps
authorities and programs. Subpart B
addresses disaster preparedness respon-
sibilities and activities.

(b) Emergency operations. Emergency
operations, consisting of Flood Re-
sponse (flood fight and rescue oper-
ations) and Post Flood Response assist-
ance, may be provided to supplement
State and local emergency operations
efforts. Subpart C of this part address-
es emergency operations assistance.

(c) Rehabilitation. The Corps may re-
habilitate flood control works damaged
or destroyed by floods and coastal
storms. The Corps Rehabilitation and
Inspection Program (RIP) incorporates
both disaster preparedness activities
and Rehabilitation Assistance. The
RIP consists of a process to inspect
flood control works; a status deter-
mination, i.e., an inspection-based de-
termination of qualification for future
potential Rehabilitation Assistance;
and the provision of Rehabilitation As-
sistance to those projects with Active
status that are damaged in a flood or
coastal storm event. Subpart D ad-
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dresses Rehabilitation Assistance and
the RIP.

(d) Emergency water supplies due to
contaminated water source. The Corps
may provide emergency supplies of
clean water to any locality confronted
with a source of contaminated water
causing, or likely to cause, a substan-
tial threat to the public health and
welfare of the inhabitants of the local-
ity. Subpart E addresses emergency
water supply assistance.

(e) Drought assistance. Corps assist-
ance may be provided to drought-dis-
tressed areas (as declared by the Sec-
retary of the Army or his delegated
nominee) to construct wells and to
transport water for human consump-
tion. Subpart E addresses drought as-
sistance.

(f) Advance Measures. Advance Meas-
ures assistance may be provided to pro-
tect against imminent threats of pre-
dicted, but unusual, floods. Advance
Measures projects must be justified
from an engineering and economic
standpoint, and must be capable of
completion in a timely manner. Ad-
vance Measures assistance may be pro-
vided only to protect against loss of
life and/or significant damages to im-
proved property due to flooding. Sub-
part F of this part addresses Advance
Measures assistance.

§203.14 Responsibilities of non-Fed-

eral interests.

Non-Federal interests, which include
State, county and local governments;
federally recognized Indian Tribes; and
Alaska Native Corporations, are re-
quired to make full use of their own re-
sources before Federal assistance can
be furnished. The National Guard, as
part of the State’s resources when it is
under State control, must be fully uti-
lized as part of the non-Federal re-
sponse. Non-Federal responsibilities in-
clude the following:

(a) Disaster preparedness. Disaster pre-
paredness is a basic tenet of State and
local responsibility. Disaster prepared-
ness responsibilities of non-Federal in-
terests include:

(1) Operation and maintenance of
flood control works;



