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Office of the Secretary, Education § 75.52 

ELIGIBILITY FOR A GRANT 

§ 75.50 How to find out whether you 
are eligible. 

Eligibility to apply for a grant under 
a program of the Department is gov-
erned by the authorizing statute and 
implementing regulations for that pro-
gram. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1221e–3 and 3474) 

[45 FR 22497, Apr. 3, 1980. Redesignated at 45 
FR 77368, Nov. 21, 1980, as amended at 52 FR 
27803, July 24, 1987] 

§ 75.51 How to prove nonprofit status. 

(a) Under some programs, an appli-
cant must show that it is a nonprofit 
organization. (See the definition of 
nonprofit in 34 CFR 77.1.) 

(b) An applicant may show that it is 
a nonprofit organization by any of the 
following means: 

(1) Proof that the Internal Revenue 
Service currently recognizes the appli-
cant as an organization to which con-
tributions are tax deductible under sec-
tion 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code; 

(2) A statement from a State taxing 
body or the State attorney general cer-
tifying that: 

(i) The organization is a nonprofit or-
ganization operating within the State; 
and 

(ii) No part of its net earnings may 
lawfully benefit any private share-
holder or individual; 

(3) A certified copy of the applicant’s 
certificate of incorporation or similar 
document if it clearly establishes the 
nonprofit status of the applicant; or 

(4) Any item described in paragraphs 
(b) (1) through (3) of this section if that 
item applies to a State or national par-
ent organization, together with a 
statement by the State or parent orga-
nization that the applicant is a local 
nonprofit affiliate. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1221e–3 and 3474) 

§ 75.52 Eligibility of faith-based orga-
nizations for a grant. 

(a)(1) A faith-based organization is 
eligible to apply for and to receive a 
grant under a program of the Depart-
ment on the same basis as any other 
private organization, with respect to 

programs for which such other organi-
zations are eligible. 

(2) In the selection of grantees, the 
Department shall not discriminate for 
or against a private organization on 
the basis of the organization’s religious 
character or affiliation. 

(b) The provisions of § 75.532 apply to 
a faith-based organization that re-
ceives a grant under a program of the 
Department. 

(c) A private organization that en-
gages in inherently religious activities, 
such as religious worship, instruction, 
or proselytization, must offer those 
services separately in time or location 
from any programs or services sup-
ported by a grant from the Depart-
ment, and participation in any such in-
herently religious activities by bene-
ficiaries of the programs supported by 
the grant must be voluntary. 

(d)(1) A faith-based organization that 
applies for or receives a grant under a 
program of the Department may retain 
its independence, autonomy, right of 
expression, religious character, and au-
thority over its governance. 

(2) A faith-based organization may, 
among other things— 

(i) Retain religious terms in its 
name; 

(ii) Continue to carry out its mission, 
including the definition, development, 
practice, and expression of its religious 
beliefs; 

(iii) Use its facilities to provide serv-
ices without removing or altering reli-
gious art, icons, scriptures, or other 
symbols from these facilities; 

(iv) Select its board members and 
otherwise govern itself on a religious 
basis; and 

(v) Include religious references in its 
mission statement and other char-
tering or governing documents. 

(e) A private organization that re-
ceives a grant under a program of the 
Department shall not discriminate 
against a beneficiary or prospective 
beneficiary in the provision of program 
services on the basis of religion or reli-
gious belief. 

(f) If a grantee contributes its own 
funds in excess of those funds required 
by a matching or grant agreement to 
supplement federally funded activities, 
the grantee has the option to segregate 
those additional funds or commingle 
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