
23 

National Park Service, Interior § 2.17 

(3) Leaving a pet unattended and tied 
to an object, except in designated areas 
or under conditions which may be es-
tablished by the superintendent. 

(4) Allowing a pet to make noise that 
is unreasonable considering location, 
time of day or night, impact on park 
users, and other relevant factors, or 
that frightens wildlife by barking, 
howling, or making other noise. 

(5) Failing to comply with pet excre-
ment disposal conditions which may be 
established by the superintendent. 

(b) In park areas where hunting is al-
lowed, dogs may be used in support of 
these activities in accordance with ap-
plicable Federal and State laws and in 
accordance with conditions which may 
be established by the superintendent. 

(c) Pets or feral animals that are run-
ning-at-large and observed by an au-
thorized person in the act of killing, in-
juring or molesting humans, livestock, 
or wildlife may be destroyed if nec-
essary for public safety or protection of 
wildlife, livestock, or other park re-
sources. 

(d) Pets running-at-large may be im-
pounded, and the owner may be 
charged reasonable fees for kennel or 
boarding costs, feed, veterinarian fees, 
transportation costs, and disposal. An 
impounded pet may be put up for adop-
tion or otherwise disposed of after 
being held for 72 hours from the time 
the owner was notified of capture or 72 
hours from the time of capture if the 
owner is unknown. 

(e) Pets may be kept by residents of 
park areas consistent with the provi-
sions of this section and in accordance 
with conditions which may be estab-
lished by the superintendent. Violation 
of these conditions is prohibited. 

(f) This section does not apply to 
dogs used by authorized Federal, State 
and local law enforcement officers in 
the performance of their official duties. 

§ 2.16 Horses and pack animals. 
The following are prohibited: 
(a) The use of animals other than 

those designated as ‘‘pack animals’’ for 
purposes of transporting equipment. 

(b) The use of horses or pack animals 
outside of trails, routes or areas des-
ignated for their use. 

(c) The use of horses or pack animals 
on a park road, except: (1) Where such 

travel is necessary to cross to or from 
designated trails, or areas, or privately 
owned property, and no alternative 
trails or routes have been designated; 
or (2) when the road has been closed to 
motor vehicles. 

(d) Free-trailing or loose-herding of 
horses or pack animals on trails, ex-
cept as designated. 

(e) Allowing horses or pack animals 
to proceed in excess of a slow walk 
when passing in the immediate vicinity 
of persons on foot or bicycle. 

(f) Obstructing a trail, or making an 
unreasonable noise or gesture, consid-
ering the nature and purpose of the ac-
tor’s conduct, and other factors that 
would govern the conduct of a reason-
ably prudent person, while horses or 
pack animals are passing. 

(g) Violation of conditions which 
may be established by the super-
intendent concerning the use of horses 
or pack animals. 

§ 2.17 Aircraft and air delivery. 

(a) The following are prohibited: 
(1) Operating or using aircraft on 

lands or waters other than at locations 
designated pursuant to special regula-
tions. 

(2) Where a water surface is des-
ignated pursuant to paragraph (a)(1) of 
this section, operating or using aircraft 
under power on the water within 500 
feet of locations designated as swim-
ming beaches, boat docks, piers, or 
ramps, except as otherwise designated. 

(3) Delivering or retrieving a person 
or object by parachute, helicopter, or 
other airborne means, except in emer-
gencies involving public safety or seri-
ous property loss, or pursuant to the 
terms and conditions of a permit. 

(b) The provisions of this section, 
other than paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion, shall not be applicable to official 
business of the Federal government, or 
emergency rescues in accordance with 
the directions of the superintendent, or 
to landings due to circumstances be-
yond the control of the operator. 

(c)(1) Except as provided in paragraph 
(c)(3) of this section, the owners of a 
downed aircraft shall remove the air-
craft and all component parts thereof 
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in accordance with procedures estab-
lished by the superintendent. In estab-
lishing removal procedures, the super-
intendent is authorized to: (i) Establish 
a reasonable date by which aircraft re-
moval operations must be complete; 
(ii) determine times and means of ac-
cess to and from the downed aircraft; 
and (iii) specify the manner or method 
of removal. 

(2) Failure to comply with procedures 
and conditions established under para-
graph (c)(1) of this section is prohib-
ited. 

(3) The superintendent may waive the 
requirements of paragraph (c)(1) of this 
section or prohibit the removal of 
downed aircraft, upon a determination 
that: (i) The removal of downed air-
craft would constitute an unacceptable 
risk to human life; (ii) the removal of 
a downed aircraft would result in ex-
tensive resource damage; or (iii) the re-
moval of a downed aircraft is impracti-
cable or impossible. 

(d) The use of aircraft shall be in ac-
cordance with regulations of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration. Such 
regulations are adopted as a part of 
these regulations. 

(e) The operation or use of hovercraft 
is prohibited. 

(f) Violation of the terms and condi-
tions of a permit issued in accordance 
with this section is prohibited and may 
result in the suspension or revocation 
of the permit. 

§ 2.18 Snowmobiles. 
(a) Notwithstanding the definition of 

vehicle set forth in § 1.4 of this chapter, 
the provisions of §§ 4.4, 4.12, 4.13, 4.14, 
4.20, 4.21, 4.22 and 4.23 of this chapter 
apply to the operation of a snowmobile. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided in 
this section, the laws of the State in 
which the exterior boundaries of a park 
area or a portion thereof is located 
shall govern equipment standards and 
the operation of snowmobiles. Noncon-
flicting State laws are adopted as a 
part of these regulations. 

(c) The use of snowmobiles is prohib-
ited, except on designated routes and 
water surfaces that are used by motor 
vehicles or motorboats during other 
seasons. Routes and water surfaces des-
ignated for snowmobile use shall be 
promulgated as special regulations. 

Snowmobiles are prohibited except 
where designated and only when their 
use is consistent with the park’s nat-
ural, cultural, scenic and aesthetic val-
ues, safety considerations, park man-
agement objectives, and will not dis-
turb wildlife or damage park resources. 

(d) The following are prohibited: 
(1) Operating a snowmobile that 

makes excessive noise. Excessive noise 
for snowmobiles manufactured after 
July 1, 1975 is a level of total snow-
mobile noise that exceeds 78 decibels 
measured on the A-weighted scale 
measured at 50 feet. Snowmobiles man-
ufactured between July 1, 1973 and July 
1, 1975 shall not register more than 82 
decibels on the A-weighted scale at 50 
feet. Snowmobiles manufactured prior 
to July 1, 1973 shall not register more 
than 86 decibels on the A-weighted 
scale at 50 feet. All decibel measure-
ments shall be based on snowmobile op-
eration at or near full throttle. 

(2) Operating a snowmobile without a 
lighted white headlamp and red tail-
light from one half-hour after sunset to 
one half-hour before sunrise, or when 
persons and vehicles are not clearly 
visible for a distance of 500 feet. 

(3) Operating a snowmobile that does 
not have brakes in good working order. 

(4) Racing, or operating a snowmobile 
in excess of 45 mph, unless restricted in 
accordance with § 4.22 of this chapter or 
otherwise designated. 

(e) Except where State law prescribes 
a different minimum age or qualifica-
tion for the person providing direct su-
pervision and accompaniment, the fol-
lowing are prohibited: 

(1) The operation of a snowmobile by 
a person under 16 years of age unless 
accompanied and supervised within 
line of sight by a responsible person 21 
years of age or older; 

(2) The operation of a snowmobile by 
a person under 12 years of age, unless 
accompanied on the same machine by a 
responsible person 21 years of age or 
older; or 

(3) The supervision by one person of 
the operation of snowmobiles by more 
than one person under 16 years of age. 

[48 FR 30282, June 30, 1983, as amended at 52 
FR 10683, Apr. 2, 1987] 
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