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universal significance (the Committee 
considers that this criterion should 
justify inclusion in the List only in ex-
ceptional circumstances and in con-
junction with other criteria cultural or 
natural). 

(2) In addition to the criteria in para-
graphs (b)(1)(i) through (b)(1)(vi) of this 
section, the sites should also meet the 
test of authenticity in design, mate-
rial, workmanship or setting and in the 
case of cultural landscapes their dis-
tinctive character and components (the 
Committee stressed that reconstruc-
tion is only acceptable if it is carried 
out on the basis of complete and de-
tailed documentation on the original 
and to no extent on conjecture) and 
have adequate legal and/or contractual 
and/or traditional protection and man-
agement mechanisms to ensure the 
conservation of the nominated cultural 
properties or cultural landscapes. 

(c) What are the natural criteria? A 
natural heritage property—as defined 
in Article 2 of the Convention—which 
is submitted for inclusion in the World 
Heritage List will be considered to be 
of outstanding universal value for the 
purposes of the Convention when the 
Committee finds that it meets one or 
more of the following criteria specified 
by the Operational Guidelines and ful-
fills the conditions of integrity: 

(1) Sites nominated should therefore: 
(i) Be outstanding examples rep-

resenting major stages of earth’s his-
tory, including the record of life, sig-
nificant on-going geological processes 
in the development of landforms, or 
significant geomorphic or 
physiographic features; or 

(ii) Be outstanding examples rep-
resenting significant on-going ecologi-
cal and biological processes in the evo-
lution and development of terrestrial, 
fresh water, coastal and marine eco-
systems and communities of plants and 
animals; or 

(iii) Contain superlative natural phe-
nomena or areas of exceptional natural 
beauty and aesthetic importance; or 

(iv) Contain the most important and 
significant natural habitats for in-situ 
conservation of biological diversity, in-
cluding those containing threatened 
species of outstanding universal value 
from the point of view of science or 
conservation. 

(2) In addition to the criteria in para-
graphs (c)(1)(i) through (c)(1)(iv) of this 
section, the sites should also fulfill the 
following conditions of integrity: 

(i) The sites described in paragraph 
(c)(1)(i) of this section should contain 
all or most of the key interrelated and 
interdependent elements in their nat-
ural relationships. 

(ii) The sites described in paragraph 
(c)(1)(ii) of this section should have suf-
ficient size and contain the necessary 
elements to demonstrate the key as-
pects of processes that are essential for 
the long-term conservation of the eco-
systems and the biological diversity 
they contain. 

(iii) The sites described in paragraph 
(c)(1)(iii) of this section should be of 
outstanding aesthetic value and in-
clude areas that are essential for main-
taining the beauty of the site. 

(iv) The sites described in paragraph 
(c)(1)(iv) of this section should contain 
habitats for maintaining the most di-
verse fauna and flora characteristic of 
the biogeographic province and eco-
systems under consideration. 

(3) The sites should have a manage-
ment plan. When a site does not have a 
management plan at the time when it 
is nominated for the consideration of 
the World Heritage Committee, the 
State Party concerned should indicate 
when such a plan will become available 
and how it proposes to mobilize the re-
sources required for the preparation 
and implementation of the plan. The 
State Party should also provide other 
document(s) (e.g. operational plans) 
which will guide the management of 
the site until such time when a man-
agement plan is finalized. 

[66 FR 57881, Nov. 19, 2001] 

§ 73.11 Federal Interagency Panel for 
World Heritage. 

(a) Responsibilities. The Federal Inter-
agency Panel for World Heritage is es-
tablished to advise the Department of 
the Interior on implementation of the 
World Heritage Convention. Among 
other things, the panel assists in the 
following activities: 

(1) The development of policy and 
procedures for effectively imple-
menting the Convention in the U.S.; 

(2) The evaluation of draft U.S. nomi-
nation documents; 
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(3) The making of recommendations 
for approval of U.S. nominations; 

(4) The dissemination of information 
on the Convention within other Fed-
eral agencies; and 

(5) The promotion of increased aware-
ness and understanding of the impor-
tance of heritage conservation. 

(b) Composition. (1) The Federal Inter-
agency Panel for World Heritage is 
composed of representatives, named by 
their respective agencies, from the fol-
lowing agencies and offices: 

(i) The Office of the Assistant Sec-
retary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks, 
U.S. Department of the Interior; 

(ii) The National Park Service, U.S. 
Department of the Interior; 

(iii) The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice, U.S. Department of the Interior; 

(iv) The President’s Council on Envi-
ronmental Quality; 

(v) The Smithsonian Institution; 
(vi) The Advisory Council on Historic 

Preservation; 
(vii) The National Oceanic and At-

mospheric Administration, Department 
of Commerce; and 

(viii) The Department of State. 
(2) Additional representatives from 

other Federal agencies with mandates 
and expertise in heritage conservation 
may be requested to participate in the 
Panel from time to time. 

(3) The Assistant Secretary, or his/ 
her designee, chairs the Panel, and sets 
its agenda and schedule. The NPS pro-
vides staff support to the Panel. 

§ 73.13 Protection of U.S. World Herit-
age properties. 

(a) Requirements. (1) Article 5 of the 
Convention mandates that each par-
ticipating nation shall take, insofar as 
possible, the appropriate legal, sci-
entific, technical, administrative, and 
financial measures necessary for the 
identification, protection, conserva-
tion, preservation, and rehabilitation 
of properties of outstanding universal 
value; and 

(2) Title IV of Pub. L. 96–515 requires 
that no non-Federal property may be 
nominated to the World Heritage List 
unless its owner concurs in writing to 
such nomination. The nomination doc-
ument for each property must include 
evidence of such legal protections as 
may be necessary to ensure preserva-

tion of the property and its environ-
ment, including, for example, restric-
tive covenants, easements, and other 
forms of protection (16 U.S.C. 470a–1). 

(b) Protection Measures for Public 
Properties. For properties owned or con-
trolled by Federal, State, and/or local 
governments, the following items sat-
isfy the protection requirements out-
lined in paragraph (a) of this section: 

(1) Written concurrence by the owner 
prior to nomination; 

(2) The nomination document must 
include reference to: 

(i) All legislation establishing or pre-
serving the area; and 

(ii) All existing and proposed admin-
istrative measures, including manage-
ment plans, that would ensure contin-
ued satisfactory maintenance of the 
property and its environment; and 

(3) A written statement by the 
owner(s) that such protection measures 
satisfy the requirements outlined in (a) 
above. 

(c) Protection Measures for Private 
Properties. For properties owned or con-
trolled by private organizations or in-
dividuals, the following items satisfy 
the protection requirements outlined 
in (a) of this section. 

(1) A written covenant executed by 
the owner(s) prohibiting, in perpetuity, 
any use that is not consistent with, or 
which threatens or damages the prop-
erty’s universally significant values, or 
other trust or legal arrangement that 
has that effect; and 

(2) The opinion of counsel on the 
legal status and enforcement of such a 
prohibition, including, but not limited 
to, enforceability by the Federal gov-
ernment or by interested third parties. 
In addition, if the owner(s) is willing, a 
right of first refusal may be given for 
acquisition of the property, along with 
a guaranteed source of funding and ap-
propriate management framework, in 
the event of any proposed sale, succes-
sion, voluntary or involuntary trans-
fer, or in the unlikely event that the 
requirements outlined above prove to 
be inadequate to ensure the preserva-
tion of the property’s outstanding uni-
versal value. The protection measures 
for each private property being consid-
ered for possible nomination to the 
World Heritage List will be reviewed on 
a case-by-case basis to ensure that the 
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