§233.11

§233.11 Mail reasonably suspected of
being dangerous to persons or
property.

(a) Screening of mail. When the Chief
Postal Inspector determines that there
is a credible threat that certain mail
may contain a bomb, explosives, or
other material that would endanger
life or property, including firearms
which are not mailable under Section
C024 of the Domestic Mail Manual, the
Chief Postal Inspector may, without a
search warrant or the sender’s or ad-
dressee’s consent, authorize the screen-
ing of such mail by any means capable
of identifying explosives, nonmailable
firearms, or other dangerous contents
in the mails. The screening must be
within the limits of this section and
without opening mail that is sealed
against inspection or revealing the
contents of correspondence within mail
that is sealed against inspection. The
screening is conducted according to
these requirements.

(1) Screening of mail authorized by
paragraph (a) of this section must be
limited to the least quantity of mail
necessary to respond to the threat.

(2) Such screening must be done in a
manner that does not avoidably delay
the screened mail.

(3) The Chief Postal Inspector may
authorize screening of mail by postal
employees and by persons not em-
ployed by the Postal Service under
such instruction that require compli-
ance with this part and protect the se-
curity of the mail. No information ob-
tained from such screening may be dis-
closed unless authorized by this part.

(4) Mail of insufficient weight to pose
a hazard to air or surface transpor-
tation, or to contain firearms which
are not mailable under Section C024 of
the Domestic Mail Manual, and inter-
national transit mail must be excluded
from such screening.

(5) After screening conducted under
paragraph (a) of this section, mail that
is reasonably suspected of posing an
immediate and substantial danger to
life or limb, or an immediate and sub-
stantial danger to property, may be
treated by postal employees as pro-
vided in paragraph (b) of this section.

(6) After screening, mail sealed
against inspection that presents doubts
about whether its contents are haz-
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ardous, that cannot be resolved with-
out opening, must be reported to the
Postal Inspection Service. Such mail
must be disposed of under instructions
promptly furnished by the Inspection
Service.

(b) Threatening pieces of mail. Mail,
sealed or wunsealed, reasonably sus-
pected of posing an immediate danger
to life or limb or an immediate and
substantial danger to property may,
without a search warrant, be detained,
opened, removed from postal custody,
and processed or treated, but only to
the extent necessary to determine and
eliminate the danger and only if a com-
plete written and sworn statement of
the detention, opening, removal, or
treatment, and the circumstances that
prompted it, signed by the person pur-
porting to act under this section, is
promptly forwarded to the Chief Postal
Inspector.

(c) Reports. Any person purporting to
act under this section who does not re-
port his or her action to the Chief
Postal Inspector under the require-
ments of this section, or whose action
is determined after investigation not
to have been authorized, is subject to
disciplinary action or criminal pros-
ecution or both.
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§233.12 Civil penalties.

False representation and lottery or-
ders—

(a) Issuance. Pursuant to 39 U.S.C.
3005, the Judicial Officer of the Postal
Service, acting upon a satisfactory evi-
dentiary basis, may issue a mail return
and/or a cease and desist order against
anyone engaged in conducting a
scheme or device for obtaining money
or property through the mail by means
of a false representation, including the
mailing of matter which is non-
mailable, or engaged in conducting a
lottery, gift enterprise, or scheme for
the distribution of money or of real or
personal property, by lottery, chance,
or drawing of any Kind.

(b) Enforcement. Pursuant to 39 U.S.C.
3012, any person:

(1) Who, through the use of the mail,
evades or attempts to evade the effect
of an order issued under 39 U.S.C.
3005(a)(1) or 3005(a)(2);



