§233.5

§233.5 Requesting financial records
from a financial institution.

(a) Definitions. The terms used in this
section have the same meaning as
similar terms used in the Right to Fi-
nancial Privacy Act of 1978, Title XI of
Pub. L. 95-630. Act means the Right to
Financial Privacy Act of 1978.

(b) Purpose. The purpose of these reg-
ulations is: (1) To authorize the Inspec-
tion Service Department of the U.S.
Postal Service to request financial
records from a financial institution
pursuant to the formal written request
procedure authorized by section 1108 of
the Act and (2) to set forth the condi-
tions under which such request may be
made.

(c) Authorization. The Inspection
Service Department is authorized to
request financial records of any cus-
tomer from a financial institution pur-
suant to a formal written request
under the Act only if:

(1) No administrative summons or
subpoena authority reasonably appears
to be available to the Inspection Serv-
ice Department to obtain financial
records for the purpose for which the
records are sought;

(2) There is reason to believe that the
records sought are relevant to a legiti-
mate law enforcement inquiry and will
further that inquiry;

(3) The request is issued by a super-
visory official of a rank designated by
the Chief Postal Inspector. Officials so
designated shall not delegate this au-
thority to others;

(4) The request adheres to the re-
quirements set forth in paragraph (d)
of this section; and

(5) The notice requirements set forth
in section 1108(4) of the Act, or the re-
quirements pertaining to the delay of
notice in section 1109 of the Act, are
satisfied, except in situations (e.g., sec-
tion 1113(g)) where no notice is re-
quired.

(d) Written request. (1) The formal re-
quest must be in the form of a letter or
memorandum to an appropriate official
of the financial institution and must
contain:

(i) The signature of the issuing offi-
cial and the official’s name, title, busi-
ness address, and business phone num-
ber;
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(ii) The identity of the customer or
customers to whom the records per-
tain;

(iii) A reasonable description of the
records sought; and

(iv) Any additional information
which may be appropriate—e.g., the
date when the opportunity for the cus-
tomer to challenge the formal written
request expires, the date when the In-
spection Service Department expects
to present a certificate of compliance
with the applicable provisions of the
Act, the name and title of the indi-
vidual (if known) to whom disclosure is
to be made.

(2) In cases where customer notice is
delayed by court order, a copy of the
court order must be attached to the
formal written request.

(e) Certification. Before obtaining the
requested records following a formal
written request, a supervisory official
authorized to issue a request must cer-
tify in writing to the financial institu-
tion that the Inspection Service De-
partment has complied with the appli-
cable provisions of the Act.
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§233.6 Test purchases under 39 U.S.C.
3005(e).

(a) Scope. This section, which imple-
ments 39 U.S.C. 3005(e), supplements
any postal regulations or instructions
regarding test purchases or test pur-
chase procedures. It is limited to test
purchases conducted according to 39
U.S.C. 3005(e).

(b) Definitions—(1) Test purchase. The
acquisition of any article or service,
for which money or property are
sought through the mails, from the
person or representative offering the
article or service. The purpose is to in-
vestigate possible violations of postal
laws.

(2) Test Purchase Request. A written
document requesting the sale of an ar-
ticle or service pursuant to 39 U.S.C.
3005(e) and containing the following in-
formation:

(i) The name and address of the per-
son, firm, or corporation to whom the
request is directed;

(ii) The name, title, signature, office
mailing address, and office telephone



