Postal Rate Commission

§3001.191 Filing of formal requests.

(a) Whenever the Postal Service pro-
poses to establish or change rates or
fees and/or the mail -classification
schedule based on a Negotiated Service
Agreement, the Postal Service shall
file with the Commission a formal re-
quest for a recommended decision. The
request shall clearly state whether it is
a request for a recommended decision
pursuant to:

(1) The review of a baseline Nego-
tiated Service Agreement, see §3001.195;

(2) The review of a Negotiated Serv-
ice Agreement that is functionally
equivalent to a previously rec-
ommended Negotiated Service Agree-
ment, see §3001.196;

(3) The renewal of the terms and con-
ditions of a previously recommended
Negotiated Service Agreement, see
§3001.197; or

(4) The modification of the terms and
conditions of a previously rec-
ommended Negotiated Service Agree-
ment, see §3001.198. Such request shall
be filed in accordance with the require-
ments of §§3001.9 through 3001.12. With-
in 5 days after the Postal Service has
filed a formal request for a rec-
ommended decision in accordance with
this subsection, the Secretary shall
lodge a notice thereof with the director
of the Office of the Federal Register for
publication in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

(b) The Postal Service shall clearly
identify all parties to the Negotiated
Service Agreement. Identification by
the Postal Service shall serve as Notice
of Intervention for such parties. Par-
ties to the Negotiated Service Agree-
ment are to be considered co-pro-
ponents, procedurally and sub-
stantively, during the Commission’s re-
view of the proposed Negotiated Serv-
ice Agreement.

§3001.192 Filing of prepared direct
evidence.

(a) Simultaneously with the filing of
the formal request for a recommended
decision under this subpart, the Postal
Service and its co-proponents shall file
all of the prepared direct evidence upon
which they propose to rely in the pro-
ceeding on the record before the Com-
mission to establish that the proposed
Negotiated Service Agreement is in the
public interest and is in accordance

§3001.193

with the policies and the applicable
criteria of the Act. Such prepared di-
rect evidence shall be in the form of
prepared written testimony and docu-
mentary exhibits, which shall be filed
in accordance with §3001.31.

(b) Direct evidence may be filed in
support of the Negotiated Service
Agreement prepared by, or for, any
party to the Negotiated Service Agree-
ment. Direct evidence in support of the
Negotiated Service Agreement pre-
pared by, or for, any party to the Nego-
tiated Service Agreement shall not be
accepted without prior Postal Service
review. The Postal Service shall affirm
that it has reviewed such testimony
and that such testimony may be relied
upon in presentation of the Postal
Service’s direct case.

§3001.193 Contents of formal requests.

(a) General requirements. (1) Each for-
mal request filed under this subpart
shall include such information and
data and such statements of reasons
and bases as are necessary and appro-
priate fully to inform the Commission
and the parties of the nature, scope,
significance, and impact of the pro-
posed changes or adjustments in rates,
fees, and/or the mail -classification
schedule(s) associated with the Nego-
tiated Service Agreement, and to show
that the changes or adjustments are in
the public interest and in accordance
with the policies and the applicable
criteria of the Act. To the extent infor-
mation is available or can be made
available without undue burden, each
formal request shall include the infor-
mation specified in paragraphs (b)
through (k) of this section. If the re-
quired information is set forth in the
Postal Service’s prepared direct evi-
dence, it shall be deemed to be part of
the formal request without restate-
ment.

(2) If any information required by
paragraphs (b) through (k) of this sec-
tion is not available and cannot be
made available without undue burden,
the request shall include a request for
waiver of that requirement supported
by a statement explaining with par-
ticularity:

(i) The information which is not
available or cannot be made available
without undue burden;
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