Postal Rate Commission

(3) A detailed description of the tech-
nical defect, unforeseen circumstance,
or intervening event since the rec-
ommendation of the existing agree-
ment, to substantiate the modifica-
tions proposed in paragraph (a)2) of
this section;

(4) All special studies developing in-
formation pertinent to the request
completed since the recommendation
of the existing agreement;

(5) If applicable, an update of the fi-
nancial impact of the negotiated serv-
ice agreement on the Postal Service in
accordance with §3001.193(e) over the
duration of the agreement utilizing the
methodology employed by the Commis-
sion in its recommendation of the ex-
isting agreement; and

(6) If applicable, the identification of
circumstances unique to the request.

(b) When the Postal Service submits
a request to modify a negotiated serv-
ice agreement, it shall provide written
notice of its request, either by hand de-
livery or by First-Class Mail, to all
participants in the Commission docket
established to consider the original
agreement.

(¢c) The Commission will schedule a
prehearing conference for each request.
Participants shall be prepared to ad-
dress at that time whether or not it is
appropriate to proceed under §3001.198,
and whether or not any material issues
of fact exist that require discovery or
evidentiary hearings. After consider-
ation of the material presented in sup-
port of the request, and the argument
presented by the participants, if any,
the Commission shall promptly issue a
decision on whether or not to proceed
under §3001.198. If the Commission’s de-
cision is to not proceed under §3001.198,
the docket will proceed under §3001.195
or §3001.196, as appears appropriate.

(d) The Commission will treat re-
quests to modify negotiated service
agreements as subject to accelerated
review consistent with procedural fair-
ness. If the Commission determines
that it is appropriate to proceed under
§3001.198, a schedule will be established
which allows a recommended decision
to be issued not more than:

(1) Forty-five (45) days after the de-
termination is made to proceed under
§3001.198, if no hearing is held; or
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(2) Ninety (90) days after the deter-
mination is made to proceed under
§3001.198, if a hearing is scheduled.

[70 FR 32497, June 3, 2005]
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§3002.1 Purpose.

This part is published in compliance
with 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(1) and constitutes a
general description of the Postal Rate
Commission.

[36 FR 21994, Nov. 18, 1971]

§3002.2 Statutory functions.

(a) Areas of jurisdiction. The Commis-
sion has jurisdiction over changes in
postal rates and fees under 39 U.S.C.
3622, and over mail -classifications
under 39 U.S.C. 3623. It issues rec-
ommended decisions to the Governors
of the Postal Service on these matters.
It also acts on postal patrons’ appeals
from Postal Service decisions to close
or consolidate post offices under 39
U.S.C. 404(b). Further, the Commission
investigates complaints of substantial
national scope concerning postal rates,
fees, mail classifications or services
under 39 U.S.C. 3662. It also responds to
requests of the Postal Service for advi-
sory opinions on changes in the nature
of postal services under 39 U.S.C. 3661.
Because of the Commission’s expertise,
Congress occasionally asks it to under-
take special studies on postal issues.

(b) Public participation. Interested
persons may elect to participate in
Commission rate and mail classifica-
tion proceedings as formal intervenors
(§3001.20), limited participators
(§3001.20a), or commenters (§3001.20b).
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