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desires of the parties and to the re-
quirement for just and inexpensive de-
termination of appeals without unnec-
essary delay. Notices of hearing shall 
be promptly acknowledged by the par-
ties. 

§ 955.20 Unexcused absence of a party. 
The unexcused absence of a party at 

the time and place set for hearing will 
not be occasion for delay. In the event 
of such absence, the hearing will pro-
ceed and the case will be regarded as 
submitted by the absent party as pro-
vided in § 955.12. 

§ 955.21 Nature of hearings. 
Hearings shall be as informal as may 

be reasonable and appropriate under 
the circumstances. Appellant and re-
spondent may offer at a hearing on the 
merits such relevant evidence as they 
deem appropriate and as would be ad-
missible under the generally accepted 
rules of evidence applied in the courts 
of the United States in nonjury trials, 
subject, however, to the sound discre-
tion of the presiding officer in super-
vising the extent and manner of pres-
entation of such evidence. In general, 
admissibility will hinge on relevancy 
and materiality. Letters or copies 
thereof, affidavits, or other evidence 
not ordinarily admissible under the 
generally accepted rules of evidence, 
may be admitted in the discretion of 
the presiding officer. The weight to be 
attached to evidence presented in any 
particular form will be within the dis-
cretion of the Board, taking into con-
sideration all the circumstances of the 
particular case. Stipulations of fact 
agreed upon by the parties may be re-
garded and used as evidence at the 
hearing. The parties may stipulate the 
testimony that would be given by a 
witness if the witness were present. 
The Board may in any case require evi-
dence in addition to that offered by the 
parties. 

§ 955.22 Examination of witnesses. 
Witnesses before the Board will be 

examined orally under oath or affirma-
tion, unless the facts are stipulated, or 
the presiding officer shall otherwise 
order. If the testimony of a witness is 
not given under oath, the Board may 
warn the witness that his statements 

may be subject to the provisions of 
Title 18, U.S.C., sections 287 and 1001, 
and any other provisions of law impos-
ing penalties for knowingly making 
false representations in connection 
with claims against the United States 
or in any matter within the jurisdic-
tion of any department or agency 
thereof. 

§ 955.23 Copies of papers. 

When books, records, papers, or docu-
ments have been received in evidence, 
a true copy thereof or of such part 
thereof as may be material or relevant 
may be substituted therefor, during the 
hearing or at the conclusion thereof. 

§ 955.24 Posthearing briefs. 

Posthearing briefs may be submitted 
upon such terms as may be agreed upon 
by the parties and the presiding officer 
at the conclusion of the hearing. Ordi-
narily, they will be simultaneous 
briefs, exchanged within 30 days after 
receipt of transcript. 

§ 955.25 Transcript of proceedings. 

Testimony and argument at hearings 
shall be reported verbatim, unless the 
Board otherwise orders. Transcripts or 
copies of the proceedings shall be sup-
plied to the parties at such rates as 
may be fixed by contract between the 
Reporter and the U.S. Postal Service. 

§ 955.26 Withdrawal of exhibits. 

After a decision has become final the 
Board may, upon request and after no-
tice to the other party, in its discre-
tion, permit the withdrawal of original 
exhibits, or any part thereof, by the 
party entitled thereto. The substi-
tution of true copies of exhibits or any 
part thereof may be required by the 
Board in its discretion as a condition of 
granting permission for such with-
drawal. 

REPRESENTATION 

§ 955.27 The appellant. 

An individual appellant may appear 
before the Board in person, a corpora-
tion by an officer thereof, a partner-
ship or joint venture by a member 
thereof, or any of these by an attorney 
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at law duly licensed in any State, com-
monwealth, territory, or in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. An attorney rep-
resenting an appellant shall file a writ-
ten notice of appearance with the 
Board. 

§ 955.28 The respondent. 

Postal Service counsel, designated by 
the General Counsel, will represent the 
interest of the Government before the 
Board. Counsel shall file a notice of ap-
pearance with the Board, and notice 
thereof will be given appellant or his 
attorney in the form specified by the 
Board from time to time. Whenever at 
any time it appears that appellant and 
Postal Service Counsel are in agree-
ment as to disposition of the con-
troversy, the Board may suspend fur-
ther processing of the appeal: Provided, 
however, That if the Board is advised 
thereafter by either party that the con-
troversy has not been disposed of by 
agreement, the case shall be restored 
to the Board’s calendar without loss of 
position. 

DECISIONS 

§ 955.29 Decisions. 

Decisions of the Board will be made 
in writing and authenticated copies 
thereof will be forwarded simulta-
neously to both parties. The rules of 
the Board and all final orders and deci-
sions shall be open for public inspec-
tion at the offices of the Board in Ar-
lington, VA. Decisions of the Board 
will be made solely upon the record, as 
described in § 955.14. 

[41 FR 7408, Feb. 18, 1976, as amended at 63 
FR 66050, Dec. 1, 1998] 

MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION 

§ 955.30 Motion for reconsideration. 

A motion for reconsideration, if filed 
by either party, shall set forth specifi-
cally the ground or grounds relied upon 
to sustain the motion, and shall be 
filed within 30 days from the date of 
the receipt of a copy of the decision of 
the Board by the party filing the mo-
tion. 

DISMISSALS 

§ 955.31 Dismissal without prejudice. 

In certain cases, appeals docketed be-
fore the Board are required to be placed 
in a suspense status and the Board is 
unable to proceed with disposition 
thereof for reasons not within the con-
trol of the Board. In any such case 
where the suspension has continued, or 
it appears that it will continue, for an 
inordinate length of time, the Board 
may, in its discretion, dismiss such ap-
peals from its docket without prejudice 
to their restoration when the cause of 
suspension has been removed. Unless 
either party or the Board acts within 
three years to reinstate any appeal dis-
missed without prejudice, the dismissal 
shall be deemed with prejudice. 

§ 955.32 Dismissal for failure to pros-
ecute. 

Whenever a record discloses the fail-
ure of either party to file documents 
required by these rules, respond to no-
tices or correspondence from the 
Board, comply with orders of the 
Board, or otherwise indicates an inten-
tion not to continue the prosecution or 
defense of an appeal, the Board may 
issue an order requiring the offending 
party to show cause why the appeal 
should not be either dismissed or 
granted, as appropriate. If the offend-
ing party shall fail to show such cause, 
the Board may take such action as it 
deems reasonable and proper under the 
circumstances. 

EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS 

§ 955.33 Ex parte communications. 

No member of the Board or of the 
Board’s staff shall entertain, nor shall 
any person directly or indirectly in-
volved in an appeal submit to the 
Board or the Board’s staff, off the 
record, any evidence, explanation, 
analysis, or advice, whether written or 
oral, regarding any matter at issue in 
an appeal. This provision does not 
apply to consultation among Board 
members nor to ex parte communica-
tions concerning the Board’s adminis-
trative functions or procedures. 
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