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exposure to storm water does not re-
sult in the discharge of pollutants); 

(G) Materials contained in open, de-
teriorated or leaking storage drums, 
barrels, tanks, and similar containers; 

(H) Materials or products handled/ 
stored on roads or railways owned or 
maintained by the discharger; 

(I) Waste material (except waste in 
covered, non-leaking containers, e.g., 
dumpsters); 

(J) Application or disposal of process 
wastewater (unless otherwise per-
mitted); and 

(K) Particulate matter or visible de-
posits of residuals from roof stacks/ 
vents not otherwise regulated, i.e., 
under an air quality control permit, 
and evident in the storm water out-
flow; 

(iv) All ‘‘no exposure’’ certifications 
must include the following certifi-
cation statement, and be signed in ac-
cordance with the signatory require-
ments of § 122.22: ‘‘I certify under pen-
alty of law that I have read and under-
stand the eligibility requirements for 
claiming a condition of ‘‘no exposure’’ 
and obtaining an exclusion from 
NPDES storm water permitting; and 
that there are no discharges of storm 
water contaminated by exposure to in-
dustrial activities or materials from 
the industrial facility identified in this 
document (except as allowed under 
paragraph (g)(2)) of this section. I un-
derstand that I am obligated to submit 
a no exposure certification form once 
every five years to the NPDES permit-
ting authority and, if requested, to the 
operator of the local MS4 into which 
this facility discharges (where applica-
ble). I understand that I must allow the 
NPDES permitting authority, or MS4 
operator where the discharge is into 
the local MS4, to perform inspections 
to confirm the condition of no exposure 
and to make such inspection reports 
publicly available upon request. I un-
derstand that I must obtain coverage 
under an NPDES permit prior to any 
point source discharge of storm water 
from the facility. I certify under pen-
alty of law that this document and all 
attachments were prepared under my 
direction or supervision in accordance 
with a system designed to assure that 
qualified personnel properly gathered 
and evaluated the information sub-

mitted. Based upon my inquiry of the 
person or persons who manage the sys-
tem, or those persons directly involved 
in gathering the information, the infor-
mation submitted is to the best of my 
knowledge and belief true, accurate 
and complete. I am aware there are sig-
nificant penalties for submitting false 
information, including the possibility 
of fine and imprisonment for knowing 
violations.’’ 

[55 FR 48063, Nov. 16, 1990, as amended at 56 
FR 12100, Mar. 21, 1991; 56 FR 56554, Nov. 5, 
1991; 57 FR 11412, Apr. 2, 1992; 57 FR 60447, 
Dec. 18, 1992; 60 FR 17956, Apr. 7, 1995; 60 FR 
19464, Apr. 18, 1995; 60 FR 40235, Aug. 7, 1995; 
64 FR 68838, Dec. 8, 1999; 65 FR 30907, May 15, 
2000; 68 FR 11329, Mar. 10, 2003; 69 FR 18803, 
Apr. 9, 2004; 70 FR 11563, Mar. 9, 2005; 71 FR 
33639, June 12, 2006] 

§ 122.27 Silvicultural activities (appli-
cable to State NPDES programs, see 
§ 123.25). 

(a) Permit requirement. Silvicultural 
point sources, as defined in this sec-
tion, as point sources subject to the 
NPDES permit program. 

(b) Definitions. (1) Silvicultural point 
source means any discernible, confined 
and discrete conveyance related to 
rock crushing, gravel washing, log 
sorting, or log storage facilities which 
are operated in connection with sil-
vicultural activities and from which 
pollutants are discharged into waters 
of the United States. The term does 
not include non-point source silvicul-
tural activities such as nursery oper-
ations, site preparation, reforestation 
and subsequent cultural treatment, 
thinning, prescribed burning, pest and 
fire control, harvesting operations, sur-
face drainage, or road construction and 
maintenance from which there is nat-
ural runoff. However, some of these ac-
tivities (such as stream crossing for 
roads) may involve point source dis-
charges of dredged or fill material 
which may require a CWA section 404 
permit (See 33 CFR 209.120 and part 
233). 

(2) Rock crushing and gravel washing 
facilities means facilities which process 
crushed and broken stone, gravel, and 
riprap (See 40 CFR part 436, subpart B, 
including the effluent limitations 
guidelines). 
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(3) Log sorting and log storage facilities 
means facilities whose discharges re-
sult from the holding of unprocessed 
wood, for example, logs or roundwood 
with bark or after removal of bark held 
in self-contained bodies of water (mill 
ponds or log ponds) or stored on land 
where water is applied intentionally on 
the logs (wet decking). (See 40 CFR 
part 429, subpart I, including the efflu-
ent limitations guidelines). 

§ 122.28 General permits (applicable to 
State NPDES programs, see 
§ 123.25). 

(a) Coverage. The Director may issue 
a general permit in accordance with 
the following: 

(1) Area. The general permit shall be 
written to cover one or more categories 
or subcategories of discharges or sludge 
use or disposal practices or facilities 
described in the permit under para-
graph (a)(2)(ii) of this section, except 
those covered by individual permits, 
within a geographic area. The area 
should correspond to existing geo-
graphic or political boundaries such as: 

(i) Designated planning areas under 
sections 208 and 303 of CWA; 

(ii) Sewer districts or sewer authori-
ties; 

(iii) City, county, or State political 
boundaries; 

(iv) State highway systems; 
(v) Standard metropolitan statistical 

areas as defined by the Office of Man-
agement and Budget; 

(vi) Urbanized areas as designated by 
the Bureau of the Census according to 
criteria in 30 FR 15202 (May 1, 1974); or 

(vii) Any other appropriate division 
or combination of boundaries. 

(2) Sources. The general permit may 
be written to regulate one or more cat-
egories or subcategories of discharges 
or sludge use or disposal practices or 
facilities, within the area described in 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section, where 
the sources within a covered sub-
category of discharges are either: 

(i) Storm water point sources; or (ii) 
One or more categories or subcat-
egories of point sources other than 
storm water point sources, or one or 
more categories or subcategories of 
‘‘treatment works treating domestic 
sewage’’, if the sources or ‘‘treatment 

works treating domestic sewage’’ with-
in each category or subcategory all: 

(A) Involve the same or substantially 
similar types of operations; 

(B) Discharge the same types of 
wastes or engage in the same types of 
sludge use or disposal practices; 

(C) Require the same effluent limita-
tions, operating conditions, or stand-
ards for sewage sludge use or disposal; 

(D) Require the same or similar mon-
itoring; and (E) In the opinion of the 
Director, are more appropriately con-
trolled under a general permit than 
under individual permits. 

(3)Water quality-based limits. Where 
sources within a specific category or 
subcategory of dischargers are subject 
to water quality-based limits imposed 
pursuant to § 122.44, the sources in that 
specific category or subcategory shall 
be subject to the same water quality- 
based effluent limitations. 

(4) Other requirements. (i) The general 
permit must clearly identify the appli-
cable conditions for each category or 
subcategory of dischargers or treat-
ment works treating domestic sewage 
covered by the permit. 

(ii) The general permit may exclude 
specified sources or areas from cov-
erage. 

(b) Administration—(1) In general. Gen-
eral permits may be issued, modified, 
revoked and reissued, or terminated in 
accordance with applicable require-
ments of part 124 of this chapter or cor-
responding State regulations. Special 
procedures for issuance are found at 
§ 123.44 of this chapter for States. 

(2) Authorization to discharge, or au-
thorization to engage in sludge use and 
disposal practices. (i) Except as provided 
in paragraphs (b)(2)(v) and (b)(2)(vi) of 
this section, dischargers (or treatment 
works treating domestic sewage) seek-
ing coverage under a general permit 
shall submit to the Director a written 
notice of intent to be covered by the 
general permit. A discharger (or treat-
ment works treating domestic sewage) 
who fails to submit a notice of intent 
in accordance with the terms of the 
permit is not authorized to discharge, 
(or in the case of sludge disposal per-
mit, to engage in a sludge use or dis-
posal practice), under the terms of the 
general permit unless the general per-
mit, in accordance with paragraph 
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