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State may require more frequent moni-
toring than specified in paragraphs (a) 
and (b) of this section, or may require 
confirmation samples at its discretion. 
The results of the initial and confirma-
tion samples will be averaged for use in 
compliance determinations. 

(2) Each public water systems shall 
monitor at the time designated by the 
State during each compliance period. 

(3) Compliance: Compliance with 
§ 141.66 (b) through (e) will be deter-
mined based on the analytical result(s) 
obtained at each sampling point. If one 
sampling point is in violation of an 
MCL, the system is in violation of the 
MCL. 

(i) For systems monitoring more 
than once per year, compliance with 
the MCL is determined by a running 
annual average at each sampling point. 
If the average of any sampling point is 
greater than the MCL, then the system 
is out of compliance with the MCL. 

(ii) For systems monitoring more 
than once per year, if any sample re-
sult will cause the running average to 
exceed the MCL at any sample point, 
the system is out of compliance with 
the MCL immediately. 

(iii) Systems must include all sam-
ples taken and analyzed under the pro-
visions of this section in determining 
compliance, even if that number is 
greater than the minimum required. 

(iv) If a system does not collect all 
required samples when compliance is 
based on a running annual average of 
quarterly samples, compliance will be 
based on the running average of the 
samples collected. 

(v) If a sample result is less than the 
detection limit, zero will be used to 
calculate the annual average, unless a 
gross alpha particle activity is being 
used in lieu of radium-226 and/or ura-
nium. If the gross alpha particle activ-
ity result is less than detection, 1⁄2 the 
detection limit will be used to cal-
culate the annual average. 

(4) States have the discretion to de-
lete results of obvious sampling or ana-
lytic errors. 

(5) If the MCL for radioactivity set 
forth in § 141.66 (b) through (e) is ex-
ceeded, the operator of a community 
water system must give notice to the 
State pursuant to § 141.31 and to the 

public as required by subpart Q of this 
part. 

[65 FR 76745, Dec. 7, 2000, as amended at 69 
FR 38855, June 29, 2004] 

§ 141.27 Alternate analytical tech-
niques. 

(a) With the written permission of 
the State, concurred in by the Admin-
istrator of the U.S. EPA, an alternate 
analytical technique may be employed. 
An alternate technique shall be accept-
ed only if it is substantially equivalent 
to the prescribed test in both precision 
and accuracy as it relates to the deter-
mination of compliance with any MCL. 
The use of the alternate analytical 
technique shall not decrease the fre-
quency of monitoring required by this 
part. 

[45 FR 57345, Aug. 27, 1980] 

§ 141.28 Certified laboratories. 
(a) For the purpose of determining 

compliance with §§ 141.21 through 
141.27, 141.30, 141.40, 141.74 and 141.89, 
samples may be considered only if they 
have been analyzed by a laboratory 
certified by the State except that 
measurements for alkalinity, calcium, 
conductivity, disinfectant residual, 
orthophosphate, pH, silica, tempera-
ture and turbidity may be performed 
by any person acceptable to the State. 

(b) Nothing in this part shall be con-
strued to preclude the State or any 
duly designated representative of the 
State from taking samples or from 
using the results from such samples to 
determine compliance by a supplier of 
water with the applicable requirements 
of this part. 

[45 FR 57345, Aug. 27, 1980; 47 FR 10999, Mar. 
12, 1982, as amended at 59 FR 34323, July 1, 
1994; 64 FR 67465, Dec. 1, 1999] 

§ 141.29 Monitoring of consecutive 
public water systems. 

When a public water system supplies 
water to one or more other public 
water systems, the State may modify 
the monitoring requirements imposed 
by this part to the extent that the 
interconnection of the systems justi-
fies treating them as a single system 
for monitoring purposes. Any modified 
monitoring shall be conducted pursu-
ant to a schedule specified by the State 
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and concurred in by the Administrator 
of the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

Subpart D—Reporting and 
Recordkeeping 

§ 141.31 Reporting requirements. 

(a) Except where a shorter period is 
specified in this part, the supplier of 
water shall report to the State the re-
sults of any test measurement or anal-
ysis required by this part within (1) 
The first ten days following the month 
in which the result is received, or (2) 
the first ten days following the end of 
the required monitoring period as stip-
ulated by the State, whichever of these 
is shortest. 

(b) Except where a different reporting 
period is specified in this part, the sup-
plier of water must report to the State 
within 48 hours the failure to comply 
with any national primary drinking 
water regulation (including failure to 
comply with monitoring requirements) 
set forth in this part. 

(c) The supplier of water is not re-
quired to report analytical results to 
the State in cases where a State lab-
oratory performs the analysis and re-
ports the results to the State office 
which would normally receive such no-
tification from the supplier. 

(d) The public water system, within 
10 days of completing the public notifi-
cation requirements under Subpart Q 
of this part for the initial public notice 
and any repeat notices, must submit to 
the primacy agency a certification that 
it has fully complied with the public 
notification regulations. The public 
water system must include with this 
certification a representative copy of 
each type of notice distributed, pub-
lished, posted, and made available to 
the persons served by the system and 
to the media. 

(e) The water supply system shall 
submit to the State within the time 
stated in the request copies of any 
records required to be maintained 
under § 141.33 hereof or copies of any 
documents then in existence which the 
State or the Administrator is entitled 
to inspect pursuant to the authority of 
section 1445 of the Safe Drinking Water 

Act or the equivalent provisions of 
State law. 

[40 FR 59570, Dec. 24, 1975, as amended at 45 
FR 57345, Aug. 27, 1980; 65 FR 26022, May 4, 
2000] 

§ 141.32 [Reserved] 

§ 141.33 Record maintenance. 
Any owner or operator of a public 

water system subject to the provisions 
of this part shall retain on its premises 
or at a convenient location near its 
premises the following records: 

(a) Records of microbiological anal-
yses and turbidity analyses made pur-
suant to this part shall be kept for not 
less than 5 years. Records of chemical 
analyses made pursuant to this part 
shall be kept for not less than 10 years. 
Actual laboratory reports may be kept, 
or data may be transferred to tabular 
summaries, provided that the following 
information is included: 

(1) The date, place, and time of sam-
pling, and the name of the person who 
collected the sample; 

(2) Identification of the sample as to 
whether it was a routine distribution 
system sample, check sample, raw or 
process water sample or other special 
purpose sample; 

(3) Date of analysis; 
(4) Laboratory and person responsible 

for performing analysis; 
(5) The analytical technique/method 

used; and 
(6) The results of the analysis. 
(b) Records of action taken by the 

system to correct violations of primary 
drinking water regulations shall be 
kept for a period not less than 3 years 
after the last action taken with respect 
to the particular violation involved. 

(c) Copies of any written reports, 
summaries or communications relating 
to sanitary surveys of the system con-
ducted by the system itself, by a pri-
vate consultant, or by any local, State 
or Federal agency, shall be kept for a 
period not less than 10 years after com-
pletion of the sanitary survey involved. 

(d) Records concerning a variance or 
exemption granted to the system shall 
be kept for a period ending not less 
than 5 years following the expiration of 
such variance or exemption. 

(e) Copies of public notices issued 
pursuant to Subpart Q of this part and 
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