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40 CFR Ch. I (7–1–06 Edition) § 141.70 

Subpart H—Filtration and 
Disinfection 

SOURCE: 54 FR 27527, June 29, 1989, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 141.70 General requirements. 
(a) The requirements of this subpart 

H constitute national primary drinking 
water regulations. These regulations 
establish criteria under which filtra-
tion is required as a treatment tech-
nique for public water systems supplied 
by a surface water source and public 
water systems supplied by a ground 
water source under the direct influence 
of surface water. In addition, these reg-
ulations establish treatment technique 
requirements in lieu of maximum con-
taminant levels for the following con-
taminants: Giardia lamblia, viruses, 
heterotrophic plate count bacteria, 
Legionella, and turbidity. Each public 
water system with a surface water 
source or a ground water source under 
the direct influence of surface water 
must provide treatment of that source 
water that complies with these treat-
ment technique requirements. The 
treatment technique requirements con-
sist of installing and properly oper-
ating water treatment processes which 
reliably achieve: 

(1) At least 99.9 percent (3-log) re-
moval and/or inactivation of Giardia 
lamblia cysts between a point where the 
raw water is not subject to recontami-
nation by surface water runoff and a 
point downstream before or at the first 
customer; and 

(2) At least 99.99 percent (4-log) re-
moval and/or inactivation of viruses 
between a point where the raw water is 
not subject to recontamination by sur-
face water runoff and a point down-
stream before or at the first customer. 

(b) A public water system using a 
surface water source or a ground water 
source under the direct influence of 
surface water is considered to be in 
compliance with the requirements of 
paragraph (a) of this section if: 

(1) It meets the requirements for 
avoiding filtration in § 141.71 and the 
disinfection requirements in § 141.72(a); 
or 

(2) It meets the filtration require-
ments in § 141.73 and the disinfection 
requirements in § 141.72(b). 

(c) Each public water system using a 
surface water source or a ground water 
source under the direct influence of 
surface water must be operated by 
qualified personnel who meet the re-
quirements specified by the State. 

(d) Additional requirements for systems 
serving at least 10,000 people. In addition 
to complying with requirements in this 
subpart, systems serving at least 10,000 
people must also comply with the re-
quirements in subpart P of this part. 

(e) Additional requirements for systems 
serving fewer than 10,000 people. In addi-
tion to complying with requirements in 
this subpart, systems serving fewer 
than 10,000 people must also comply 
with the requirements in subpart T of 
this part. 

[54 FR 27527, June 29, 1989, as amended at 63 
FR 69516, Dec. 16, 1998; 67 FR 1836, Jan. 14, 
2002] 

§ 141.71 Criteria for avoiding filtra-
tion. 

A public water system that uses a 
surface water source must meet all of 
the conditions of paragraphs (a) and (b) 
of this section, and is subject to para-
graph (c) of this section, beginning De-
cember 30, 1991, unless the State has 
determined, in writing pursuant to 
§ 1412(b)(7)(C)(iii), that filtration is re-
quired. A public water system that 
uses a ground water source under the 
direct influence of surface water must 
meet all of the conditions of para-
graphs (a) and (b) of this section and is 
subject to paragraph (c) of this section, 
beginning 18 months after the State de-
termines that it is under the direct in-
fluence of surface water, or December 
30, 1991, whichever is later, unless the 
State has determined, in writing pursu-
ant to § 1412(b)(7)(C)(iii), that filtration 
is required. If the State determines in 
writing pursuant to § 1412(b)(7)(C)(iii) 
before December 30, 1991, that filtra-
tion is required, the system must have 
installed filtration and meet the cri-
teria for filtered systems specified in 
§§ 141.72(b) and 141.73 by June 29, 1993. 
Within 18 months of the failure of a 
system using surface water or a ground 
water source under the direct influence 
of surface water to meet any one of the 
requirements of paragraphs (a) and (b) 
of this section or after June 29, 1993, 
whichever is later, the system must 
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