§146.4

thickness, that consists of generally
the same kind of rock material.

Subsidence means the lowering of the
natural land surface in response to:
Earth movements; lowering of fluid
pressure; removal of underlying sup-
porting material by mining or solution
of solids, either artificially or from
natural causes; compaction due to wet-
ting (Hydrocompaction); oxidation of
organic matter in soils; or added load
on the land surface.

Subsurface fluid distribution system
means an assemblage of perforated
pipes, drain tiles, or other similar
mechanisms intended to distribute
fluids below the surface of the ground.

Surface casing means the first string
of well casing to be installed in the
well.

Total dissolved solids (‘“‘“TDS’’) means
the total dissolved (filterable) solids as
determined by use of the method speci-
fied in 40 CFR part 136.

UIC means the Underground Injec-
tion Control program under Part C of
the Safe Drinking Water Act, including
an ‘‘approved program.’’

Underground injection means a ‘‘well
injection.”

Underground source of drinking water
(USDW) means an aquifer or its por-
tion:

(1)(i) Which supplies any public water
system; or

(ii) Which contains a sufficient quan-
tity of ground water to supply a public
water system; and

(A) Currently supplies drinking water
for human consumption; or

(B) Contains fewer than 10,000 mg/l
total dissolved solids; and

(2) Which is not an exempted aquifer.

USDW means ‘‘underground source of
drinking water.”

Well means: A bored, drilled, or driv-
en shaft whose depth is greater than
the largest surface dimension; or, a dug
hole whose depth is greater than the
largest surface dimension; or, an im-
proved sinkhole; or, a subsurface fluid
distribution system.

Well injection means the subsurface
emplacement of fluids through a well.

Well plug means a watertight and
gastight seal installed in a borehole or
well to prevent movement of fluids.

Well stimulation means several proc-
esses used to clean the well bore, en-
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large channels, and increase pore space
in the interval to be injected thus mak-
ing it possible for wastewater to move
more readily into the formation, and
includes (1) surging, (2) jetting, (3)
blasting, (4) acidizing, (56) hydraulic
fracturing.

Well monitoring means the measure-
ment, by on-site instruments or labora-
tory methods, of the quality of water
in a well.

(Clean Water Act, Safe Drinking Water Act,
Clean Air Act, Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act: 42 U.S.C. 6905, 6912, 6925, 6927,
6974)

[46 FR 42500, June 24, 1980, as amended at 46
FR 43161, Aug. 27, 1981; 47 FR 4998, Feb. 3,
1982; 48 FR 14293, Apr. 1, 1983; 53 FR 37414,
Sept. 26, 1988; 64 FR 68573, Dec. 7, 1999]

§146.4 Criteria for exempted aquifers.

An aquifer or a portion thereof which
meets the criteria for an ‘‘underground
source of drinking water’’ in §146.3 may
be determined under 40 CFR 144.8 to be
an ‘“‘exempted aquifer” if it meets the
following criteria:

(a) It does not currently serve as a
source of drinking water; and

(b) It cannot now and will not in the
future serve as a source of drinking
water because:

(1) It is mineral, hydrocarbon or geo-
thermal energy producing, or can be
demonstrated by a permit applicant as
part of a permit application for a Class
IT or III operation to contain minerals
or hydrocarbons that considering their
quantity and location are expected to
be commercially producible.

(2) It is situated at a depth or loca-
tion which makes recovery of water for
drinking water purposes economically
or technologically impractical;

(3) It is so contaminated that it
would be economically or techno-
logically impractical to render that
water fit for human consumption; or

(4) It is located over a Class III well
mining area subject to subsidence or
catastrophic collapse; or

(c) The total dissolved solids content
of the ground water is more than 3,000
and less than 10,000 mg/l and it is not
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reasonably expected to supply a public
water system.

(Clean Water Act, Safe Drinking Water Act,
Clean Air Act, Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act: 42 U.S.C. 6905, 6912, 6925, 6927,
6974)

[45 FR 42500, June 24, 1980, as amended at 47
FR 4998, Feb. 3, 1982; 48 FR 14293, Apr. 1, 1983]

§146.5 Classification of injection wells.

Injection wells are classified as fol-
lows:

(a) Class I. (1) Wells used by genera-
tors of hazardous waste or owners or
operators of hazardous waste manage-
ment facilities to inject hazardous
waste beneath the lowermost forma-
tion containing, within one quarter (v4)
mile of the well bore, an underground
source of drinking water.

(2) Other industrial and municipal
disposal wells which inject fluids be-
neath the lowermost formation con-
taining, within one quarter mile of the
well bore, an underground source of
drinking water.

(3) Radioactive waste disposal wells
which inject fluids below the lower-
most formation containing an under-
ground source of drinking water within
one quarter mile of the well bore.

(b) Class II. Wells which inject fluids:

(1) Which are brought to the surface
in connection with conventional oil or
natural gas production and may be
commingled with waste waters from
gas plants which are an integral part of
production operations, unless those wa-
ters are classified as a hazardous waste
at the time of injection.

(2) For enhanced recovery of oil or
natural gas; and

(3) For storage of hydrocarbons
which are liquid at standard tempera-
ture and pressure.

(c) Class III. Wells which inject for
extraction of minerals including:

(1) Mining of sulfur by the Frasch
process;

(2) In situ production of uranium or
other metals. This category includes
only in-situ production from ore bodies
which have not been conventionally
mined. Solution mining of conven-
tional mines such as stopes leaching is
included in Class V.

(3) Solution mining of salts or pot-
ash.
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(d) Class IV. (1) Wells used by genera-
tors of hazardous waste or of radio-
active waste, by owners or operators of
hazardous waste management facili-
ties, or by owners or operators of radio-
active waste disposal sites to dispose of
hazardous waste or radioactive waste
into a formation which within one
quarter (Y4) mile of the well contains
an underground source of drinking
water.

(2) Wells used by generators of haz-
ardous waste or of radioactive waste,
by owners or operators of hazardous
waste management facilities, or by
owners or operators of radioactive
waste disposal sites to dispose of haz-
ardous waste or radioactive waste
above a formation which within one
quarter (Y4) mile of the well contains
an underground source of drinking
water.

(3) Wells used by generators of haz-
ardous waste or owners or operators of
hazardous waste management facilities
to dispose of hazardous waste, which
cannot be classified under §146.05(a)(1)
or §146.05(d) (1) and (2) (e.g., wells used
to dispose of hazardous wastes into or
above a formation which contains an
aquifer which has been exempted pur-
suant to §146.04).

(e) Class V. Injection wells not in-
cluded in Class I, II, III, or IV. Specific
types of Class V injection wells are also
described in 40 CFR 144.81. Class V
wells include:

(1) Air conditioning return flow wells
used to return to the supply aquifer the
water used for heating or cooling in a
heat pump;

(2) Cesspools including multiple
dwelling, community or regional cess-
pools, or other devices that receive
wastes which have an open bottom and
sometimes have perforated sides. The
UIC requirements do not apply to sin-
gle family residential cesspools nor to
non-residential cesspools which receive
solely sanitary wastes and have the ca-
pacity to serve fewer than 20 persons a
day.

(3) Cooling water return flow wells
used to inject water previously used for
cooling;

(4) Drainage wells used to drain sur-
face fluid, primarily storm runoff, into
a subsurface formation;
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