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PART 1600—ORGANIZATION AND 
FUNCTIONS OF THE CHEMICAL 
SAFETY AND HAZARD INVES-
TIGATION BOARD 

Sec. 
1600.1 Purpose. 
1600.2 Organization. 
1600.3 Functions. 
1600.4 Operation. 
1600.5 Quorum and voting requirements. 
1600.6 Office location. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301, 552(a)(1); 42 U.S.C. 
7412(r)(6)(N). 

SOURCE: 68 FR 65403, Nov. 20, 2003, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1600.1 Purpose. 
This part describes the organization, 

functions, and operation of the Chem-
ical Safety and Hazard Investigation 
Board (CSB). The CSB is an inde-
pendent agency of the United States 
created by the Clean Air Act Amend-
ments of 1990 [Pub. L. 101–549, 104 Stat. 
2399, codified at 42 U.S.C. 7412(r)(6) et 
seq.]. Information about the CSB is 
available from its Web site, http:// 
www.csb.gov. 

§ 1600.2 Organization. 
(a) The CSB’s Board consists of five 

Members appointed by the President 
with the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate. The President designates one of 
the Members as Chairperson with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. The 
Members exercise various functions, 
powers, and duties set forth in the 
Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 (42 
U.S.C. 7412(r)(6) et seq.). 

(b) The CSB’s staff is comprised of 
the following administrative units: 

(1) The Office of the Chief Operating 
Officer; 

(2) The Office of Investigations and 
Safety Programs; 

(3) The Office of the General Counsel; 
(4) The Office of Financial Oper-

ations; 
(5) The Office of Management Oper-

ations; and 
(6) The Office of Equal Employment 

Opportunity. 

§ 1600.3 Functions. 
(a) The CSB investigates chemical 

accidents and hazards, recommending 
actions to protect workers, the public, 

and the environment. The CSB is re-
sponsible for the investigation and de-
termination of the facts, conditions, 
and circumstances and the cause or 
probable cause or causes of any acci-
dental release resulting in a fatality, 
serious injury, or substantial property 
damages. 

(b) The CSB makes safety rec-
ommendations to Federal, State, and 
local agencies, including the Environ-
mental Protection Agency and the Oc-
cupational Safety and Health Adminis-
tration and private organizations to re-
duce the likelihood of recurrences of 
chemical incidents. It initiates and 
conducts safety studies and special in-
vestigations on matters pertaining to 
chemical safety. 

(c) The CSB issues reports pursuant 
to its duties to determine the cause or 
probable cause or causes of chemical 
incidents and to report the facts, con-
ditions, and circumstances relating to 
such incidents; and issues and makes 
available to the public safety rec-
ommendations, safety studies, and re-
ports of special investigations. 

§ 1600.4 Operation. 
In exercising its functions, duties, 

and responsibilities, the CSB utilizes: 
(a) The CSB’s staff, consisting of spe-

cialized offices performing investiga-
tive, administrative, legal, and finan-
cial work for the Board. 

(b) Rules published in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER and codified in this title of 
the Code of Federal Regulations. 

(c) Meetings of the Board Members 
conducted pursuant to the Government 
in the Sunshine Act and part 1603 of 
this title (CSB Rules Implementing the 
Government in the Sunshine Act) or 
voting by notation as provided in 
§ 1600.5(b). 

(d) Public hearings in connection 
with incident or hazard investigations. 

§ 1600.5 Quorum and voting require-
ments. 

(a) Quorum requirements. A quorum of 
the Board for the transaction of busi-
ness shall consist of three Members; 
provided, however, that if the number 
of Board Members in office is fewer 
than three, a quorum shall consist of 
the number of Members in Office; and 
provided further that on any matter of 
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business as to which the number of 
Members in office, minus the number 
of Members who have disqualified 
themselves from consideration of such 
matter is two, two Members shall con-
stitute a quorum for purposes of such 
matter. Once a quorum is constituted, 
a simple majority of voting Members is 
required to approve an item of the 
Board’s business. A tie vote results in 
no action. 

(b) Voting. The Board votes on items 
of business in meetings conducted pur-
suant to the Government in the Sun-
shine Act. Alternatively, whenever a 
Member of the Board is of the opinion 
that joint deliberation among the 
members of the Board upon any matter 
at a meeting is unnecessary in light of 
the nature of the matter, impracti-
cable, or would impede the orderly dis-
position of agency business, such mat-
ter may be disposed of by employing 
notation voting procedures. A written 
notation of the vote of each partici-
pating Board member shall be recorded 
by the General Counsel who shall re-
tain it in the records of the Board. 

§ 1600.6 Office location. 
The principal offices of the Chemical 

Safety and Hazard Investigation Board 
are located at 2175 K Street NW, Wash-
ington, DC 20037. 

PART 1601—PROCEDURES FOR DIS-
CLOSURE OF RECORDS UNDER 
THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 
ACT 

Subpart A—Purpose, Scope, and 
Applicability 

Sec. 
1601.1 Purpose and scope. 
1601.2 Applicability. 
1601.3 Definitions. 

Subpart B—Administration 

1601.10 Protection of records. 
1601.11 Preservation of records pertaining to 

requests under this part. 
1601.12 Public reading room. 

Subpart C—Procedures for Requesting and 
Disclosing Records 

1601.20 Requests for records. 
1601.21 Responses to requests. 
1601.22 Form and content of responses. 

1601.23 Appeals of denials. 
1601.24 Timing of responses to requests. 
1601.25 Disclosure of requested records. 
1601.26 Special procedures for confidential 

business information. 

Subpart D—Fees 

1601.30 Fees to be charged—general. 
1601.31 Fees to be charged—categories of re-

questers. 
1601.32 Limitations on charging fees. 
1601.33 Miscellaneous fee provisions. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 552, 553; 42 U.S.C. 7412 
et seq. 

SOURCE: 65 FR 70499, Nov. 24, 2000, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—Purpose, Scope, and 
Applicability 

§ 1601.1 Purpose and scope. 
This part contains the regulations of 

the United States Chemical Safety and 
Hazard Investigation Board (‘‘CSB’’ or 
‘‘Board’’ or ‘‘agency’’) implementing 
the Freedom of Information Act 
(‘‘FOIA’’). These regulations provide 
procedures by which members of the 
public may obtain access to records 
compiled, created, and maintained by 
the CSB, along with procedures it must 
follow in response to such requests for 
records. 

§ 1601.2 Applicability. 
(a) General. The FOIA and the regula-

tions in this part apply to all CSB doc-
uments and information. However, if 
another law sets specific procedures for 
disclosure, the CSB will process a re-
quest in accordance with the proce-
dures that apply to those specific docu-
ments. If a request is received for dis-
closure of a document to the public 
which is not required to be released 
under those provisions, the CSB will 
consider the request under the FOIA 
and the regulations in this part. 

(b) Records available through routine 
distribution procedures. When the record 
requested includes material published 
and offered for sale, e.g., by the Super-
intendent of Documents of the Govern-
ment Printing Office, or by an author-
ized private distributor, the CSB will 
first refer the requester to those 
sources. Nevertheless, if the requester 
is not satisfied with the alternative 
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