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clothing and apart from pesticide-con-
taminated areas.

(6) The handler employer shall assure
that when dust/mist filtering res-
pirators are used, the filters shall be
replaced:

(i) When breathing resistance be-
comes excessive.

(ii) When the filter element has phys-
ical damage or tears.

(iii) According to manufacturer’s rec-
ommendations or pesticide product la-
beling, whichever is more frequent.

(iv) In the absence of any other in-
structions or indications of service life,
at the end of each day’s work period.

(7) The handler employer shall assure
that when gas- or vapor-removing res-
pirators are used, the gas- or vapor-re-
moving canisters or cartridges shall be
replaced:

(i) At the first indication of odor,
taste, or irritation.

(ii) According to manufacturer’s rec-
ommendations or pesticide product la-
beling, whichever is more frequent.

(iii) In the absence of any other in-
structions or indications of service life,
at the end of each day’s work period.

(8) The handler employer shall in-
form any person who cleans or launders
personal protective equipment:

(i) That such equipment may be con-
taminated with pesticides.

(ii) Of the potentially harmful effects
of exposure to pesticides.

(iii) Of the correct way(s) to clean
personal protective equipment and to
protect themselves when handling such
equipment.

(9) The handler employer shall assure
that handlers have a clean place(s)
away from pesticide storage and pes-
ticide use areas where they may:

(i) Store personal clothing not in use.

(ii) Put on personal protective equip-
ment at the start of any exposure pe-
riod.

(iii) Remove personal protective
equipment at the end of any exposure
period.

(10) The handler employer shall not
allow or direct any handler to wear
home or to take home personal protec-
tive equipment contaminated with pes-
ticides.

(g) Heat-related illness. When the use
of personal protective equipment is
specified by the labeling of any pes-
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ticide for the handling activity, the
handler employer shall assure that no
handler is allowed or directed to per-
form the handling activity unless ap-
propriate measures are taken, if nec-
essary, to prevent heat-related illness.

[57 FR 38151, Aug. 21, 1992, as amended at 69
FR 53346, Sept. 1, 2004]

§170.250 Decontamination.

(a) Requirement. During any handling
activity, the handler employer shall
provide for handlers, in accordance
with this section, decontamination
supplies for washing off pesticides and
pesticide residues.

(b) General conditions. (1) The handler
employer shall provide handlers with
enough water for routine washing, for
emergency eyeflushing, and for wash-
ing the entire body in case of an emer-
gency. At all times when the water is
available to handlers, the handler em-
ployer shall assure that it is of a qual-
ity and temperature that will not
cause illness or injury when it contacts
the skin or eyes or if it is swallowed.

(2) When water stored in a tank is to
be used for mixing pesticides, it shall
not be used for decontamination or eye
flushing, unless the tank is equipped
with properly functioning valves or
other mechanisms that prevent move-
ment of pesticides into the tank.

(3) The handler employer shall pro-
vide soap and single-use towels in
quantities sufficient to meet handlers’
needs.

(4) The handler employer shall pro-
vide one clean change of clothing, such
as coveralls, for use in an emergency.

(c) Location. The decontamination
supplies shall be located together and
be reasonably accessible to and not
more than % mile from each handler
during the handling activity.

(1) Exception for mixing sites. For mix-
ing activities, decontamination sup-
plies shall be at the mixing site.

(2) Exception for pilots. Decontamina-
tion supplies for a pilot who is applying
pesticides aerially shall be in the
airplaine or at the aircraft loading site.

(3) Exception for handling pesticides in
remote areas. When handling activities
are performed more than 1/4 mile from
the nearest place of vehicular access:

(i) The soap, single-use towels, clean
change of clothing, and water may be
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at the nearest place of vehicular ac-
cess.

(ii) The handler employer may per-
mit handlers to use clean water from
springs, streams, lakes, or other
sources for decontamination at the re-
mote work site, if such water is more
accessible than the water located at
the nearest place of vehicular access.

(4) Decontamination supplies in treated
areas. The decontamination supplies
shall not be in an area being treated
with pesticides or in an area under a
restricted-entry interval, unless:

(i) The decontamination supplies are
in the area where the handler is per-
forming handling activities;

(ii) The soap, single-use towels, and
clean change of clothing are in en-
closed containers; and

(iii) The water is running tap water
or is enclosed in a container.

(d) Emergency eyeflushing. To provide
for emergency eyeflushing, the handler
employer shall assure that at least 1
pint of water is immediately available
to each handler who is performing
tasks for which the pesticide labeling
requires protective eyewear. The
eyeflush water shall be carried by the
handler, or shall be on the vehicle or
aircraft the handler is using, or shall
be otherwise immediately accessible.

(e) Decontamination after handling ac-
tivities. At the end of any exposure pe-
riod, the handler employer shall pro-
vide at the site where handlers remove
personal protective equipment, soap,
clean towels, and a sufficient amount
of water so that the handlers may wash
thoroughly.

[57 FR 38151, Aug. 21, 1992, as amended at 61
FR 33213, June 26, 1996]

§170.260 Emergency assistance.

If there is reason to believe that a
person who is or has been employed by
an agricultural establishment or com-
mercial pesticide handling establish-
ment to perform pesticide handling
tasks has been poisoned or injured by
exposure to pesticides as a result of
that employment, including, but not
limited to, exposures from handling
tasks or from application, splash, spill,
drift, or pesticide residues, the handler
employer shall:

(a) Make available to that person
prompt transportation from the place
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of employment or the handling site to
an appropriate emergency medical fa-
cility.

(b) Provide to that person or to treat-
ing medical personnel, promptly upon
request, any obtainable information
on:

(1) Product name, EPA registration
number, and active ingredients of any
product to which that person might
have been exposed.

(2) Antidote, first aid, and other med-
ical information from the product la-
beling.

(3) The circumstances of handling of
the pesticide.

(4) The circumstances of exposure of
that person to the pesticide.
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§171.1 General.

This section deals with the certifi-
cation of applicators of restricted use
pesticides.

§171.2 Definitions.

(a) General. Terms used in this sub-
part shall have the meanings set forth
for such terms in the Act. In addition,
the following definitions are applicable
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