Environmental Protection Agency

§273.31 Prohibitions.

A large quantity handler of universal
waste is:

(a) Prohibited from disposing of uni-
versal waste; and

(b) Prohibited from diluting or treat-
ing universal waste, except by respond-
ing to releases as provided in 40 CFR
273.37; or by managing specific wastes
as provided in 40 CFR 273.33.

§273.32 Notification.

(a)(1) Except as provided in para-
graphs (a) (2) and (3) of this section, a
large quantity handler of universal
waste must have sent written notifica-
tion of universal waste management to
the Regional Administrator, and re-
ceived an EPA Identification Number,
before meeting or exceeding the 5,000
kilogram storage limit.

(2) A large quantity handler of uni-
versal waste who has already notified
EPA of his hazardous waste manage-
ment activities and has received an
EPA Identification Number is not re-
quired to renotify under this section.

(3) A large quantity handler of uni-
versal waste who manages recalled uni-
versal waste pesticides as described in
40 CFR 273.3(a)(1) and who has sent no-
tification to EPA as required by 40
CFR part 165 is not required to notify
for those recalled universal waste pes-
ticides under this section.

(b) This notification must include:

(1) The universal waste handler’s
name and mailing address;

(2) The name and business telephone
number of the person at the universal
waste handler’s site who should be con-
tacted regarding universal waste man-
agement activities;

(3) The address or physical location
of the universal waste management ac-
tivities;

(4) A list of all the types of universal
waste managed by the handler (e.g.,
batteries, pesticides, mercury-con-
taining equipment, and lamps); and

(5) A statement indicating that the
handler is accumulating more than
5,000 kilograms of universal waste at
one time.

[60 FR 25542, May 11, 1995, as amended at 64
FR 36489, July 6, 1999; 70 FR 456522, Aug. 5,
2005]

§273.33

§273.33 Waste management.

(a) Universal waste batteries. A large
quantity handler of universal waste
must manage universal waste batteries
in a way that prevents releases of any
universal waste or component of a uni-
versal waste to the environment, as
follows:

(1) A large quantity handler of uni-
versal waste must contain any uni-
versal waste battery that shows evi-
dence of leakage, spillage, or damage
that could cause leakage under reason-
ably foreseeable conditions in a con-
tainer. The container must be closed,
structurally sound, compatible with
the contents of the battery, and must
lack evidence of leakage, spillage, or
damage that could cause leakage under
reasonably foreseeable conditions.

(2) A large quantity handler of uni-
versal waste may conduct the following
activities as long as the casing of each
individual battery cell is not breached
and remains intact and closed (except
that cells may be opened to remove
electrolyte but must be immediately
closed after removal):

(i) Sorting batteries by type;

(ii) Mixing battery types in one con-
tainer;

(iii) Discharging batteries so as to re-
move the electric charge;

(iv) Regenerating used batteries;

(v) Disassembling batteries or bat-
tery packs into individual batteries or
cells;

(vi) Removing batteries from con-
sumer products; or

(vii) Removing electrolyte from bat-
teries.

(3) A large quantity handler of uni-
versal waste who removes electrolyte
from batteries, or who generates other
solid waste (e.g., battery pack mate-
rials, discarded consumer products) as
a result of the activities listed above,
must determine whether the electro-
lyte and/or other solid waste exhibit a
characteristic of hazardous waste iden-
tified in 40 CFR part 261, subpart C.

(i) If the electrolyte and/or other
solid waste exhibit a characteristic of
hazardous waste, it must be managed
in compliance with all applicable re-
quirements of 40 CFR parts 260 through
272. The handler is considered the gen-
erator of the hazardous electrolyte and/
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