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§312.30 Commonly known or reason-
ably ascertainable information
about the property.

(a) Throughout the inquiries, persons
to whom this part is applicable per
§312.1(b) and environmental profes-
sionals conducting the inquiry must
take into account commonly known or
reasonably ascertainable information
within the local community about the
subject property and consider such in-
formation when seeking to identify
conditions indicative of releases or
threatened releases, as set forth in
§312.1(c), at the subject property.

(b) Commonly known information
may include information obtained by
the person to whom this part applies in
§312.1(b) or by the environmental pro-
fessional about releases or threatened
releases at the subject property that is
incidental to the information obtained

during the inquiry of the environ-
mental professional.
(c) To the extent mnecessary to

achieve the objectives and performance
factors of §312.20(e) and (f), persons to
whom this part is applicable per
§312.1(b) and the environmental profes-
sional must gather information from
varied sources whose input either indi-
vidually or taken together may provide
commonly known or reasonably ascer-
tainable information about the subject
property; the environmental profes-
sional may refer to one or more of the
following sources of information:

(1) Current owners or occupants of
neighboring properties or properties
adjacent to the subject property;

(2) Local and state government offi-
cials who may have knowledge of, or
information related to, the subject
property;

(3) Others with knowledge of the sub-
ject property; and

(4) Other sources of information (e.g.,
newspapers, Web sites, community or-
ganizations, local libraries and histor-
ical societies).

§312.31 The degree of obviousness of
the presence or likely presence of
contamination at the property, and
the ability to detect the contamina-
tion by appropriate investigation.

(a) Persons to whom this part is ap-
plicable per §312.1(b) and environ-
mental professionals conducting an in-
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quiry of a property on behalf of such
persons must take into account the in-
formation collected under §312.23
through 312.30 in considering the de-
gree of obviousness of the presence of
releases or threatened releases at the
subject property.

(b) Persons to whom this part is ap-
plicable per §312.1(b) and environ-
mental professionals conducting an in-
quiry of a property on behalf of such
persons must take into account the in-
formation collected under §312.23
through 312.30 in considering the abil-
ity to detect contamination by appro-
priate investigation. The inquiry of the
environmental professional should in-
clude an opinion regarding additional
appropriate investigation, if any.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 70 FR 66107, Nov.
1, 2005, part 312 was revised, effective Nov. 1,
2006.
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