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states, in effect, that he or she is dis-
satisfied with the carrier’s review de-
termination and wants further oppor-
tunity to appeal the matter to the car-
rier. 

(b) The hearing request must be filed 
at an office of the carrier or at an of-
fice of SSA or CMS. 

(c) Except when a carrier hearing is 
held because the carrier did not act 
upon a claim with reasonable prompt-
ness, a party to the review determina-
tion may request a carrier hearing 
within six months after the date of the 
notice of the review determination. 
The carrier may, upon request by the 
party affected, extend the period for 
filing the request for hearing. 

[59 FR 12183, Mar. 16, 1994, as amended at 62 
FR 25855, May 12, 1997] 

§ 405.822 Parties to a carrier hearing. 
The parties to a hearing shall be the 

persons who were parties to the car-
rier’s review determination (§ 405.808) 
which is in question. Any other person 
may be made a party if that person’s 
rights with respect to supplementary 
medical insurance benefits may be 
prejudiced by the decision. 

[39 FR 12097, Apr. 3, 1974. Redesignated at 42 
FR 52826, Sept. 30, 1977, as amended at 59 FR 
12183, Mar. 16, 1994] 

§ 405.823 Carrier hearing officer. 
Any hearing provided for in this sub-

part shall be conducted by a hearing of-
ficer designated by the appropriate of-
ficial of the carrier. 

[39 FR 12097, Apr. 3, 1974. Redesignated at 42 
FR 52826, Sept. 30, 1977, and amended at 59 
FR 12183, Mar. 16, 1994] 

§ 405.824 Disqualification of carrier 
hearing officer. 

A hearing officer shall not conduct a 
hearing in any case in which he is prej-
udiced or partial with respect to any 
party, or if he has any interest in the 
matter before him. Notice of any objec-
tion with respect to the hearing officer 
who will conduct the hearing shall be 
made by the objecting party at his ear-
liest opportunity. The hearing officer 
shall consider such objection and shall, 
at his discretion, withdraw. If the hear-
ing officer withdraws, the appropriate 
official of the carrier shall designate 

another hearing officer to conduct the 
hearing. If the hearing officer does not 
withdraw, the objecting party may 
present his objections to the carrier for 
consideration at any time prior to the 
issuance of a decision. The carrier shall 
review the request and take appro-
priate action. The fact that a hearing 
officer is an employee of the carrier 
may not serve as prima facie cause for 
disqualification. 

[32 FR 18028, Dec. 16, 1967. Redesignated at 42 
FR 52826, Sept. 30, 1977, as amended at 59 FR 
12183, Mar. 16, 1994] 

§ 405.825 Location of carrier hearing. 
(a) Time and place. The hearing offi-

cer shall fix a time and place for the 
hearing reasonably convenient to the 
requesting party and not inconsistent 
with the public interest. 

(b) Adjournment or postponement. The 
hearing officer may, for a good and suf-
ficient reason, fix a new time and/or 
place for the hearing; he may change 
the time and place for the hearing or 
adjourn the hearing on his own motion 
upon reasonable notification to the 
parties. 

[32 FR 18028, Dec. 16, 1967. Redesignated at 42 
FR 52826, Sept. 30, 1977, as amended at 59 FR 
12183, Mar. 16, 1994] 

§ 405.826 Notice of carrier hearing. 
The notice of hearing is to include 

notice of the time and place of the 
hearing; information as to the specific 
issues to be determined; and the mat-
ters on which findings will be made and 
conclusions will be reached. The notice 
is to contain sufficient information 
about the hearing procedure (including 
the party’s right to representation) for 
effective preparation for the hearing. 

[32 FR 18028, Dec. 16, 1967. Redesignated at 42 
FR 52826, Sept. 30, 1977, as amended at 59 FR 
12183, Mar. 16, 1994] 

§ 405.830 Conduct of the carrier hear-
ing. 

(a) General. Hearings shall be open to 
the parties and to such other persons 
as the hearing officer deems necessary 
and proper for the orderly and efficient 
conduct of the hearing. The hearing of-
ficer shall inquire fully into the mat-
ters at issue and shall receive in evi-
dence the testimony of witnesses and 
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any documents which are relevant and 
material to such matters. The parties 
shall be provided an opportunity to 
enter any objection to the inclusion of 
any document. The order in which evi-
dence and allegations shall be pre-
sented and the procedure at the hear-
ing, except as this subpart otherwise 
expressly provides, shall be at the dis-
cretion of the hearing officer and of 
such nature as to afford the parties a 
proper hearing. 

(b) Evidence. Evidence may be re-
ceived at the hearing even though inad-
missible under rules of evidence appli-
cable to court procedures. 

(c) Witnesses. The hearing officer may 
examine the witnesses and shall allow 
the parties or their representatives to 
do so. If the hearing officer conducts 
the examination of a witness, he may 
allow the parties to suggest matters 
upon which they desire the witness to 
be questioned, and the hearing officer 
shall question the witness with respect 
to such matters if they are relevant 
and material to any issue pending for 
decision before him. 

(d) Oral argument and written allega-
tions. The parties, upon their request 
shall be allowed a reasonable time for 
the presentation of oral argument or 
for the filing of briefs or other written 
statements or allegations of facts or 
law. 

(e) Consolidated issues. When one or 
more new issues are raised at any time 
after a request for hearing has been 
made, but before the mailing of notice 
of the decision, the hearing officer 
may, at his discretion, consider the 
issues along with the other issues pend-
ing before him on the same request for 
hearing. 

[32 FR 18028, Dec. 16, 1967. Redesignated at 42 
FR 52826, Sept. 30, 1977, as amended at 59 FR 
12183, Mar. 16, 1994] 

§ 405.831 Waiver of right to appear at 
carrier hearing and present evi-
dence. 

If all parties waive their right to ap-
pear before the hearing officer and 
present evidence and contentions per-
sonally or by representative, it shall 
not be necessary for the hearing officer 
to give notice of or conduct a formal 
hearing as provided in §§ 405.825 
through 405.830. A waiver of the right 

to appear is to be in writing and filed 
with the hearing officer or the carrier. 
Such waiver may be withdrawn by a 
party at any time prior to the mailing 
of notice of the decision in the case. 
Even though all of the parties have 
filed a waiver of the right to appear 
and present evidence and contentions 
at a hearing before the hearing officer, 
the hearing officer may, nevertheless, 
give notice of a time and place and 
conduct a hearing as provided in 
§§ 405.825 through 405.830, if he believes 
that the personal appearance and testi-
mony of the party or parties would as-
sist him to ascertain the facts at issue 
in the case. For purposes of this sec-
tion, failure of the parties to appear 
shall not be cause for a finding of aban-
donment and the hearing officer shall 
make his decision on the basis of all 
evidence adduced. 

[32 FR 18028, Dec. 16, 1967. Redesignated at 42 
FR 52826, Sept. 30, 1977, as amended at 62 FR 
25855, May 12, 1997] 

§ 405.832 Dismissal of request for car-
rier hearing. 

(a) By application of party. With the 
approval of the hearing officer, a re-
quest for a hearing may be withdrawn 
or dismissed at any time prior to the 
mailing of notice of the decision upon 
the application of the party or parties 
filing the request for such hearing. A 
party may request a dismissal by filing 
a written notice of such request with 
the carrier, the hearing officer or oral-
ly stating such request at the hearing. 
The dismissal of a request for hearing 
shall be binding unless vacated (see 
paragraph (d) of this section). 

(b) Dismissal by abandonment of party. 
A hearing officer may dismiss a request 
for hearing upon abandonment by the 
party or parties who filed the request. 
A party shall be deemed to have aban-
doned a request for hearing, other than 
where personal appearance is waived in 
accordance with § 405.831, if neither the 
party nor his representative appears at 
the time and place fixed for the hearing 
and within 10 days after the mailing of 
a notice to him by the hearing officer 
to show cause, such party does not 
show good and sufficient cause for such 
failure to appear and failure to notify 
the hearing officer prior to the time 
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