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or other practitioner that furnished 
the services. 

(4) MA organizations may include in 
their contracts with providers, sup-
pliers, physicians, and other practi-
tioners, provisions that require submis-
sion of complete and accurate risk ad-
justment data as required by CMS. 
These provisions may include financial 
penalties for failure to submit com-
plete data. 

(e) Validation of risk adjustment data. 
MA organizations and their providers 
and practitioners will be required to 
submit a sample of medical records for 
the validation of risk adjustment data, 
as required by CMS. There may be pen-
alties for submission of false data. 

(f) Use of data. CMS uses the data ob-
tained under this section to determine 
the risk adjustment factor used to ad-
just payments, as required under 
§ 422.304(a)(1), (a)(2), and (a)(3). CMS 
may also use the data for other pur-
poses except for medical records data. 

(g) Deadlines for submission of risk ad-
justment data. Risk adjustment factors 
for each payment year are based on 
risk adjustment data submitted for 
services furnished during the 12-month 
period before the payment year that is 
specified by CMS. As determined by 
CMS, this 12-month period may include 
a 6-month data lag that may be 
changed or eliminated as appropriate. 

(1) The annual deadline for risk ad-
justment data submission is the first 
Friday in September for risk adjust-
ment data reflecting services furnished 
during the 12-month period ending the 
prior June 30, and the first Friday in 
March for data reflecting services fur-
nished during the 12-month period end-
ing the prior December 31. 

(2) CMS allows a reconciliation proc-
ess to account for late data submis-
sions. CMS continues to accept risk ad-
justment data submitted after the 
March deadline until December 31 of 
the payment year. After the payment 
year is completed, CMS recalculates 
the risk factors for affected individuals 
to determine if adjustments to pay-
ments are necessary. Risk adjustment 
data that are received after the annual 
December 31 late data submission dead-
line will not be accepted for the pur-
poses of reconciliation. 

§ 422.312 Announcement of annual 
capitation rate, benchmarks, and 
methodology changes. 

(a) Capitation rates—(1) Initial an-
nouncement. Not later than the first 
Monday in April each year, CMS an-
nounces to MA organizations and other 
interested parties the following infor-
mation for each MA payment area for 
the following calendar year: 

(i) The annual MA capitation rate. 
(ii) The risk and other factors to be 

used in adjusting those rates under 
§ 422.308 for payments for months in 
that year. 

(2) CMS includes in the announce-
ment an explanation of assumptions 
used and a description of the risk and 
other factors. 

(3) Regional benchmark announcement. 
Before the beginning of each annual, 
coordinated election period under 
§ 422.62(a)(2), CMS will announce to MA 
organizations and other interested par-
ties the MA region-specific non-drug 
monthly benchmark amount for the 
year involved for each MA region and 
each MA regional plan for which a bid 
was submitted under § 422.256. 

(b) Advance notice of changes in meth-
odology. (1) No later than 45 days before 
making the announcement under para-
graph (a)(1) of this section, CMS noti-
fies MA organizations of changes it 
proposes to make in the factors and the 
methodology it used in the previous de-
termination of capitation rates. 

(2) The MA organizations have 15 
days to comment on the proposed 
changes. 

§ 422.314 Special rules for bene-
ficiaries enrolled in MA MSA plans. 

(a) Establishment and designation of 
medical savings account (MSA). A bene-
ficiary who elects coverage under an 
MA MSA plan— 

(1) Must establish an MA MSA with a 
trustee that meets the requirements of 
paragraph (b) of this section; and 

(2) If he or she has more than one MA 
MSA, designate the particular account 
to which payments under the MA MSA 
plan are to be made. 

(b) Requirements for MSA trustees. An 
entity that acts as a trustee for an MA 
MSA must— 

(1) Register with CMS; 
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