§424.56

§424.56 Payment to a beneficiary and
to a supplier.

(a) Conditions for split payment. If the
beneficiary assigns the claim after pay-
ing part of the bill, payment may be
made partly to the beneficiary and
partly to the supplier.

(b) Payment to the supplier. Payment
to the supplier who submits the as-
signed claim is for whichever of the fol-
lowing amounts is less:

(1) The reasonable charge minus the
amount the beneficiary had already
paid to the supplier; or

(2) The full Part B benefit due for the
services furnished.

(c) Payment to the beneficiary. Any
part of the Part B benefit which, on the
basis of paragraph (b) of this section, is
not payable to the supplier, is paid to
the beneficiary.

(d) Examples.

Example 1. An assigned bill of $300 on which
partial payment of $100 has been made is sub-
mitted to the carrier. The carrier determines
that $300 is the reasonable charge for the
service furnished. Total payment due is 80
percent of $300 or $240. Of this amount, $200
(the difference between the $100 partial pay-
ment and the $300 reasonable charge) is paid
to the supplier. The remaining $40 is paid to
the beneficiary.

Example 2. An assigned bill of $3256 on which
partial payment of $275 has been made is sub-
mitted to the carrier. The carrier determines
that $275 is the reasonable charge for the
services. Total payment due is 80 percent of
$275 or $220. The $220 is paid to the bene-
ficiary, since any payment to the supplier,
when added to the $275 partial payment
would exceed the reasonable charge for the
services furnished.
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§424.57 Special payment rules for
items furnished by DMEPOS sup-
pliers and issuance of DMEPOS
supplier billing privileges.

(a) Definitions. As used in this sec-
tion, the following definitions apply:

DMEPOS stands for durable medical
equipment, prosthetics, orthotics and
supplies.

DMEPOS supplier means an entity or
individual, including a physician or a
Part A provider, which sells or rents
Part B covered items to Medicare bene-
ficiaries and which meets the standards
in paragraph (c) of this section.
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Medicare covered items means medical
equipment and supplies as defined in
section 1834(j)(b) of the Act.

(b) General rule. A DMEPOS supplier
must meet the following conditions in
order to be eligible to receive payment
for a Medicare-covered item:

(1) The supplier has submitted a com-
pleted application to CMS to furnish
Medicare-covered items including re-
quired enrollment forms. (The supplier
must enroll separate physical locations
it uses to furnish Medicare-covered
DMEPOS, with the exception of loca-
tions that it uses solely as warehouses
or repair facilities.)

(2) The item was furnished on or after
the date CMS issued to the supplier a
DMEPOS supplier number conveying
billing privileges. (CMS issues only one
supplier number for each location.)
This requirement does not apply to
items furnished incident to a physi-
cian’s service.

(3) CMS has not revoked or excluded
the DMEPOS supplier’s privileges dur-
ing the period which the item was fur-
nished has not been revoked or ex-
cluded.

(4) A supplier that furnishes a drug
used as a Medicare-covered supply with
durable medical equipment or pros-
thetic devices must be licensed by the
State to dispense drugs (A supplier of
drugs must bill and receive payment
for the drug in its own name. A physi-
cian, who is enrolled as a DMEPOS
supplier, may dispense, and bill for,
drugs under this standard if authorized
by the State as part of the physician’s
license.)

(5) The supplier has furnished to CMS
all information or documentation re-
quired to process the claim.

(c) Application certification standards.
The supplier must meet and must cer-
tify in its application for billing privi-
leges that it meets and will continue to
meet the following standards. The sup-
plier:

(1) Operates its business and fur-
nishes Medicare-covered items in com-
pliance with all applicable Federal and
State licensure and regulatory require-
ments;

(2) Has not made, or caused to be
made, any false statement or misrepre-
sentation of a material fact on its ap-
plication for billing privileges. (The
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