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Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, HHS § 433.148 

§ 433.147 Cooperation in establishing 
paternity and in obtaining medical 
support and payments and in iden-
tifying and providing information 
to assist in pursuing third parties 
who may be liable to pay. 

(a) Scope of requirement. The agency 
must require the individual who as-
signs his or her rights to cooperate in— 

(1) Establishing paternity of a child 
born out of wedlock and obtaining 
medical support and payments for him-
self or herself and any other person for 
whom the individual can legally assign 
rights, except that individuals de-
scribed in section 1902(l)(1)(A) of the 
Act (poverty level pregnant women) 
are exempt from these requirements 
involving paternity and obtaining med-
ical support and payments from, or de-
rived from, the father of the child born 
out of wedlock; and 

(2) Identifying and providing infor-
mation to assist the Medicaid agency 
in pursuing third parties who may be 
liable to pay for care and services 
under the plan. 

(b) Essentials of cooperation. As part of 
a cooperation, the agency may require 
an individual to— 

(1) Appear at a State or local office 
designated by the agency to provide in-
formation or evidence relevant to the 
case; 

(2) Appear as a witness at a court or 
other proceeding; 

(3) Provide information, or attest to 
lack of information, under penalty of 
perjury; 

(4) Pay to the agency any support or 
medical care funds received that are 
covered by the assignment of rights; 
and 

(5) Take any other reasonable steps 
to assist in establishing paternity and 
securing medical support and pay-
ments, and in identifying and providing 
information to assist the State in pur-
suing any liable third party. 

(c) Waiver of cooperation for good 
cause. The agency must waive the re-
quirements in paragraphs (a) and (b) of 
this section if it determines that the 
individual has good cause for refusing 
to cooperate. 

(1) With respect to establishing pa-
ternity of a child born out of wedlock 
or obtaining medical care support and 
payments, or identifying or providing 

information to assist the State in pur-
suing any liable third party for a child 
for whom the individual can legally as-
sign rights, the agency must find the 
cooperation is against the best inter-
ests of the child, in accordance with 
factors specified for the Child Support 
Enforcement Program at 45 CFR part 
232. If the State title IV-A agency has 
made a finding that good cause for re-
fusal to cooperate does or does not 
exist, the Medicaid agency must adopt 
that finding as its own for this purpose. 

(2) With respect to obtaining medical 
care support and payments for an indi-
vidual and identifying and providing 
information to assist in pursuing liable 
third parties in any case not covered 
by paragraph (c)(1) of this section, the 
agency must find that cooperation is 
against the best interests of the indi-
vidual or the person to whom Medicaid 
is being furnished because it is antici-
pated that cooperation will result in 
reprisal against, and cause physical or 
emotional harm to, the individual or 
other person. 

(d) Procedures for waiving cooperation. 
With respect to establishing paternity, 
obtaining medical care support and 
payments, or identifying and providing 
information to assist the State in pur-
suing liable third parties for a child for 
whom the individual can legally assign 
rights, the agency must use the proce-
dures specified for the Child Support 
Enforcement Program at 45 CFR part 
232. With respect to obtaining medical 
care support and payments or to iden-
tifying and providing information to 
assist the State in pursuing liable third 
parties for any other individual, the 
agency must adopt procedures similar 
to those specified in 45 CFR part 232, 
excluding those procedures applicable 
only to children. 

[45 FR 8984, Feb. 11, 1980, as amended at 55 
FR 48606, Nov. 21, 1990; 58 FR 4907, Jan. 19, 
1993] 

§ 433.148 Denial or termination of eli-
gibility. 

In administering the assignment of 
rights provision, the agency must: 

(a) Deny or terminate eligibility for 
any applicant or recipient who— 

(1) Refuses to assign his own rights or 
those of any other individual for whom 
he can legally make an assignment; or 
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(2) Refuses to cooperate as required 
under § 433.147(a) unless cooperation 
has been waived; 

(b) Provide Medicaid to any indi-
vidual who— 

(1) Cannot legally assign his own 
rights; and 

(2) Would otherwise be eligible for 
Medicaid but for the refusal, by a per-
son legally able to assign his rights, to 
assign his rights or to cooperate as re-
quired by this subpart; and 

(c) In denying or terminating eligi-
bility, comply with the notice and 
hearing requirements of part 431, sub-
part E of this subchapter. 

COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS AND 
INCENTIVE PAYMENTS 

§ 433.151 Cooperative agreements and 
incentive payments—State plan re-
quirements. 

For medical assistance furnished on 
or after October 1, 1984— 

(a) A State plan must provide for en-
tering into written cooperative agree-
ments for enforcement of rights to and 
collection of third party benefits with 
at least one of the following entities: 
The State title IV-D agency, any ap-
propriate agency of any State, and ap-
propriate courts and law enforcement 
officials. The agreements must be in 
accordance with the provisions of 
§ 433.152. 

(b) A State plan must provide that 
the requirements for making incentive 
payments and for distributing third 
party collections specified in §§ 433.153 
and 433.154 are met. 

[50 FR 46665, Nov. 12, 1985; 50 FR 49389, Dec. 
2, 1985] 

§ 433.152 Requirements for coopera-
tive agreements for third party col-
lections. 

(a) Except as specified in paragraph 
(b) of this section, the State agency 
may develop the specific terms of coop-
erative agreements with other agencies 
as it determines appropriate for indi-
vidual circumstances. 

(b) Agreements with title IV-D agen-
cies must specify that the Medicaid 
agency will— 

(1) Meet the requirements of the Of-
fice of Child Support Enforcement for 

cooperative agreements under 45 CFR 
Part 306; and 

(2) Provide reimbursement to the IV- 
D agency only for those child support 
services performed that are not reim-
bursable by the Office of Child Support 
Enforcement under title IV-D of the 
Act and that are necessary for the col-
lection of amounts for the Medicaid 
program. 

[50 FR 46666, Nov. 12, 1985] 

§ 433.153 Incentive payments to States 
and political subdivisions. 

(a) When payments are required. The 
agency must make an incentive pay-
ment to a political subdivision, a legal 
entity of the subdivision such as a 
prosecuting or district attorney or a 
friend of the court, or another State 
that enforces and collects medical sup-
port and payments for the agency. 

(b) Amount and source of payment. The 
incentive payment must equal 15 per-
cent of the amount collected, and must 
be made from the Federal share of that 
amount. 

(c) Payment to two or more jurisdic-
tions. If more than one State or polit-
ical subdivision is involved in enforc-
ing and collecting support and pay-
ments: 

(1) The agency must pay all of the in-
centive payment to the political sub-
division, legal entity of the subdivi-
sion, or another State that collected 
medical support and payments at the 
request of the agency. 

(2) The political subdivision, legal en-
tity or other State that receives the in-
centive payment must then divide the 
incentive payment equally with any 
other political subdivisions, legal enti-
ties, or other States that assisted in 
the collection, unless an alternative al-
location is agreed upon by all jurisdic-
tions involved. 

§ 433.154 Distribution of collections. 
The agency must distribute collec-

tions as follows— 
(a) To itself, an amount equal to 

State Medicaid expenditures for the in-
dividual on whose right the collection 
was based. 

(b) To the Federal Government, the 
Federal share of the State Medicaid ex-
penditures, minus any incentive pay-
ment made in accordance with § 433.153. 
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