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Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, HHS § 441.351 

Subpart H—Home and Commu-
nity-Based Services Waivers 
for Individuals Age 65 or 
Older: Waiver Requirements 

SOURCE: 57 FR 29156, June 30, 1992, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 441.350 Basis and purpose. 
Section 1915(d) of the Act permits 

States to offer, under a waiver of statu-
tory requirements, home and commu-
nity-based services not otherwise avail-
able under Medicaid to individuals age 
65 or older, in exchange for accepting 
an aggregate limit on the amount of 
expenditures for which they claim FFP 
for certain services furnished to these 
individuals. The home and community- 
based services that may be furnished 
are listed in § 440.181 of this subchapter. 
This subpart describes the procedures 
the Medicaid agency must follow to re-
quest a waiver. 

§ 441.351 Contents of a request for a 
waiver. 

A request for a waiver under this sec-
tion must meet the following require-
ments: 

(a) Required signatures. The request 
must be signed by the Governor, the 
Director of the Medicaid agency or the 
Director of the larger State agency of 
which the Medicaid agency is a compo-
nent or any official of the Medicaid 
agency to whom this authority has 
been delegated. A request from any 
other agency of State government will 
not be accepted. 

(b) Assurances and supporting docu-
mentation. The request must provide 
the assurances required by § 441.352 of 
this part and the supporting docu-
mentation required by § 441.353. 

(c) Statement for sections of the Act. 
The request must provide a statement 
as to whether waiver of section 
1902(a)(1), 1902(a)(10)(B), or 
1902(a)(10)(C)(i)(III) of the Act is re-
quested. If the State requests a waiver 
of section 1902(a)(1) of the Act, the 
waiver must clearly specify the geo-
graphic areas or political subdivisions 
in which the services will be offered. 
The State must indicate whether it is 
requesting a waiver of one or all of 
these sections. The State may request 

a waiver of any one of the sections 
cited above. 

(d) Identification of services. The re-
quest must identify all services avail-
able under the approved State plan, 
which are also included in the APEL 
and which are identified under § 440.181, 
and any limitations that the State has 
imposed on the provision of any serv-
ice. The request must also identify and 
describe each service specified in 
§ 440.181 of this subchapter to be fur-
nished under the waiver, and any addi-
tional services to be furnished under 
the authority of § 440.181(b)(7). Descrip-
tions of additional services must ex-
plain how each additional service in-
cluded under § 440.181(b)(7) will con-
tribute to the health and well-being of 
the recipients and to their ability to 
reside in a community-based setting. 

(e) Recipients served. The request 
must provide that the home and com-
munity-based services described in 
§ 440.181 of this subchapter, are fur-
nished only to individuals who— 

(1) Are age 65 or older; 
(2) Are not inpatients of a hospital, 

NF, or ICF/MR; and 
(3) The agency determines would be 

likely to require the care furnished in 
a NF under Medicaid. 

(f) Plan of care. The request must pro-
vide that the home and community- 
based services described in § 440.181 of 
this subchapter, are furnished under a 
written plan of care based on an assess-
ment of the individual’s health and 
welfare needs and developed by quali-
fied individuals for each recipient 
under the waiver. The qualifications of 
the individual or individuals who will 
be responsible for developing the indi-
vidual plan of care must be described. 
Each plan of care must contain, at a 
minimum, the medical and other serv-
ices to be provided, their frequency, 
and the type of provider to furnish 
them. Plans of care must be subject to 
the approval of the Medicaid agency. 

(g) Medicaid agency review. The re-
quest must assure that the State agen-
cy maintain and exercise its authority 
to review (at a minimum) a valid sta-
tistical sample of each month’s plans 
of care. When the services in a plan do 
not comport with the stated disabil-
ities and needs of the recipient, the 
agency must implement immediate 
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corrective action procedures to ensure 
that the needs of the recipient are ade-
quately addressed. 

(h) Groups served. The request must 
describe the group or groups of individ-
uals to whom the services will be of-
fered. 

(i) Assurances regarding amount ex-
pended. The request must assure that 
the total amount expended by the 
State under the plan for individuals 
age 65 or older during a waiver year for 
medical assistance with respect to NF, 
home health, private duty nursing, per-
sonal care, and home and community- 
based services described in §§ 440.180 
and 440.181 of this subchapter and fur-
nished as an alternative to NF care 
will not exceed the aggregate projected 
expenditure limit (APEL) defined in 
§ 441.354. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 57 FR 29156, June 
30, 1992, § 441.351 was added. This section con-
tains information collection and record-
keeping requirements and will not become 
effective until approval has been given by 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

§ 441.352 State assurances. 
Unless the Medicaid agency provides 

the following satisfactory assurances 
to CMS, CMS will not grant a waiver 
under this subpart and may terminate 
a waiver already granted. 

(a) Health and welfare. The agency 
must assure that necessary safeguards 
have been taken to protect the health 
and welfare of the recipients of services 
by assuring that the following condi-
tions are met: 

(1) Adequate standards for all types 
of providers that furnish services under 
the waiver are met. (These standards 
must be reasonably related to the re-
quirements of the waiver service to be 
furnished.) 

(2) The standards of any State licen-
sure or certification requirements are 
met for services or for individuals fur-
nishing services under the waiver. 

(3) All facilities covered by section 
1616(e) of the Act, in which home and 
community-based services are fur-
nished, are in compliance with applica-
ble State standards that meet the re-
quirements of 45 CFR part 1397 for 
board and care facilities. 

(4) Physician reviews of prescribed 
psychotropic drugs (when prescribed 

for purposes of behavior control of 
waiver recipients) occur at least every 
30 days. 

(b) Financial accountability. The agen-
cy must assure financial account-
ability for funds expended for home and 
community-based services. The State 
must provide for an independent audit 
f its waiver program. The performance 
of a single financial audit, in accord-
ance with the Single Audit Act of 1984 
(Pub. L. 98–502, enacted on October 19, 
1984), is deemed to satisfy the require-
ment for an independent audit. The 
agency must maintain and make avail-
able to HHS, the Comptroller General, 
or other designees, appropriate finan-
cial records documenting the cost of 
services furnished to individuals age 65 
or older under the waiver and the State 
plan, including reports of any inde-
pendent audits conducted. 

(c) Evaluation of need. The agency 
must provide for an initial evaluation 
(and periodic reevaluations) of the need 
for the level of care furnished in a NF 
when there is a reasonable indication 
that individuals age 65 or older might 
need those services in the near future, 
but for the availability of home and 
community-based services. The proce-
dures used to assess level of care for a 
potential waiver recipient must be at 
least as stringent as any existing State 
procedures applicable to individuals 
entering a NF. The qualifications of in-
dividuals performing the waiver assess-
ment must be as high as those of indi-
viduals assessing the need for NF care, 
and the assessment instrument itself 
must be the same as any assessment 
instrument used to establish level of 
care of prospective inpatients in NFs. 
A periodic reevaluation of the level of 
care must be performed. The period of 
reevaluation of level of care cannot ex-
tend beyond 1 year. 

(d) Expenditures. The agency must as-
sure that the total amount expended 
by the State for medical assistance 
with respect to NF, home health, pri-
vate duty nursing, personal care serv-
ices, home and community-based serv-
ices furnished under a section 1915(c) 
waiver granted under Subpart G of this 
part to individuals age 65 or older, and 
the home and community-based serv-
ices approved and furnished under a 
section 1915(d) waiver for individuals 
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