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§ 483.460 Condition of participation: 
Health care services. 

(a) Standard: Physician services. (1) 
The facility must ensure the avail-
ability of physician services 24 hours a 
day. 

(2) The physician must develop, in co-
ordination with licensed nursing per-
sonnel, a medical care plan of treat-
ment for a client if the physician deter-
mines that an individual client re-
quires 24-hour licensed nursing care. 
This plan must be integrated in the in-
dividual program plan. 

(3) The facility must provide or ob-
tain preventive and general medical 
care as well as annual physical exami-
nations of each client that at a min-
imum include the following: 

(i) Evaluation of vision and hearing. 
(ii) Immunizations, using as a guide 

the recommendations of the Public 
Health Service Advisory Commitee on 
Immunization Practices or of the Com-
mittee on the Control of Infectious Dis-
eases of the American Academy of Pe-
diatrics. 

(iii) Routine screening laboratory ex-
aminations as determined necessary by 
the physician, and special studies when 
needed. 

(iv) Tuberculosis control, appropriate 
to the facility’s population, and in ac-
cordance with the recommendations of 
the American College of Chest Physi-
cians or the section of diseases of the 
chest of the American Academy of Pe-
diatrics, or both. 

(4) To the extent permitted by State 
law, the facility may utilize physician 
assistants and nurse practitioners to 
provide physician services as described 
in this section. 

(b) Standard: Physician participation in 
the individual program plan. A physician 
must participate in— 

(1) The establishment of each newly 
admitted client’s initial individual pro-
gram plan as required by § 456.380 of 
this chapter that specified plan of care 
requirements for ICFs; and 

(2) If appropriate, physicians must 
participate in the review and update of 
an individual program plan as part of 
the interdisciplinary team process ei-
ther in person or through written re-
port to the interdisciplinary team. 

(c) Standard: Nursing services. The fa-
cility must provide clients with nurs-

ing services in accordance with their 
needs. These services must include— 

(1) Participation as appropriate in 
the development, review, and update of 
an individual program plan as part of 
the interdisciplinary team process; 

(2) The development, with a physi-
cian, of a medical care plan of treat-
ment for a client when the physician 
has determined that an individual cli-
ent requires such a plan; 

(3) For those clients certified as not 
needing a medical care plan, a review 
of their health status which must— 

(i) Be by a direct physical examina-
tion; 

(ii) Be by a licensed nurse; 
(iii) Be on a quarterly or more fre-

quent basis depending on client need; 
(iv) Be recorded in the client’s 

record; and 
(v) Result in any necessary action 

(including referral to a physician to ad-
dress client health problems). 

(4) Other nursing care as prescribed 
by the physician or as identified by cli-
ent needs; and 

(5) Implementing, with other mem-
bers of the interdisciplinary team, ap-
propriate protective and preventive 
health measures that include, but are 
not limited to— 

(i) Training clients and staff as need-
ed in appropriate health and hygiene 
methods; 

(ii) Control of communicable diseases 
and infections, including the instruc-
tion of other personnel in methods of 
infection control; and 

(iii) Training direct care staff in de-
tecting signs and symptoms of illness 
or dysfunction, first aid for accidents 
or illness, and basic skills required to 
meet the health needs of the clients. 

(d) Standard: Nursing staff. (1) Nurses 
providing services in the facility must 
have a current license to practice in 
the State. 

(2) The facility must employ or ar-
range for licensed nursing services suf-
ficient to care for clients health needs 
including those clients with medical 
care plans. 

(3) The facility must utilize reg-
istered nurses as appropriate and re-
quired by State law to perform the 
health services specified in this sec-
tion. 
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(4) If the facility utilizes only li-
censed practical or vocational nurses 
to provide health services, it must have 
a formal arrangement with a registered 
nurse to be available for verbal or on-
site consultation to the licensed prac-
tical or vocational nurse. 

(5) Non-licensed nursing personnel 
who work with clients under a medical 
care plan must do so under the super-
vision of licensed persons. 

(e) Standard: Dental services. (1) The 
facility must provide or make arrange-
ments for comprehensive diagnostic 
and treatment services for each client 
from qualified personnel, including li-
censed dentists and dental hygienists 
either through organized dental serv-
ices in-house or through arrangement. 

(2) If appropriate, dental profes-
sionals must participate, in the devel-
opment, review and update of an indi-
vidual program plan as part of the 
interdisciplinary process either in per-
son or through written report to the 
interdisciplinary team. 

(3) The facility must provide edu-
cation and training in the maintenance 
of oral health. 

(f) Standard: Comprehensive dental di-
agnostic services. Comprehensive dental 
diagnostic services include— 

(1) A complete extraoral and 
intraoral examination, using all diag-
nostic aids necessary to properly evalu-
ate the client’s oral condition, not 
later than one month after admission 
to the facility (unless the examination 
was completed within twelve months 
before admission); 

(2) Periodic examination and diag-
nosis performed at least annually, in-
cluding radiographs when indicated 
and detection of manifestations of sys-
temic disease; and 

(3) A review of the results of exam-
ination and entry of the results in the 
client’s dental record. 

(g) Standard: Comprehensive dental 
treatment. The facility must ensure 
comprehensive dental treatment serv-
ices that include— 

(1) The availability for emergency 
dental treatment on a 24-hour-a-day 
basis by a licensed dentist; and 

(2) Dental care needed for relief of 
pain and infections, restoration of 
teeth, and maintenance of dental 
health. 

(h) Standard: Documentation of dental 
services. (1) If the facility maintains an 
in-house dental service, the facility 
must keep a permanent dental record 
for each client, with a dental summary 
maintained in the client’s living unit. 

(2) If the facility does not maintain 
an in-house dental service, the facility 
must obtain a dental summary of the 
results of dental visits and maintain 
the summary in the client’s living 
unit. 

(i) Standard: Pharmacy services. The 
facility must provide or make arrange-
ments for the provision of routine and 
emergency drugs and biologicals to its 
clients. Drugs and biologicals may be 
obtained from community or contract 
pharmacists or the facility may main-
tain a licensed pharmacy. 

(j) Standard: Drug regimen review. (1) 
A pharmacist with input from the 
interdisciplinary team must review the 
drug regimen of each client at least 
quarterly. 

(2) The pharmacist must report any 
irregularities in clients’ drug regimens 
to the prescribing physician and inter-
disciplinary team. 

(3) The pharmacist must prepare a 
record of each client’s drug regimen re-
views and the facility must maintain 
that record. 

(4) An individual medication admin-
istration record must be maintained 
for each client. 

(5) As appropriate the pharmacist 
must participate in the development, 
implementation, and review of each 
client’s individual program plan either 
in person or through written report to 
the interdisciplinary team. 

(k) Standard: Drug administration. The 
facility must have an organized system 
for drug administration that identifies 
each drug up to the point of adminis-
tration. The system must assure that— 

(1) All drugs are administered in 
compliance with the physician’s orders; 

(2) All drugs, including those that are 
self-administered, are administered 
without error; 

(3) Unlicensed personnel are allowed 
to administer drugs only if State law 
permits; 

(4) Clients are taught how to admin-
ister their own medications if the 
interdisciplinary team determines that 
self administration of medications is 
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an appropriate objective, and if the 
physician does not specify otherwise; 

(5) The client’s physician is informed 
of the interdisciplinary team’s decision 
that self-administration of medications 
is an objective for the client; 

(6) No client self-administers medica-
tions until he or she demonstrates the 
competency to do so; 

(7) Drugs used by clients while not 
under the direct care of the facility are 
packaged and labeled in accordance 
with State law; and 

(8) Drug administration errors and 
adverse drug reactions are recorded 
and reported immediately to a physi-
cian. 

(l) Standard: Drug storage and record-
keeping. (1) The facility must store 
drugs under proper conditions of sani-
tation, temperature, light, humidity, 
and security. 

(2) The facility must keep all drugs 
and biologicals locked except when 
being prepared for administration. 
Only authorized persons may have ac-
cess to the keys to the drug storage 
area. Clients who have been trained to 
self administer drugs in accordance 
with § 483.460(k)(4) may have access to 
keys to their individual drug supply. 

(3) The facility must maintain 
records of the receipt and disposition of 
all controlled drugs. 

(4) The facility must, on a sample 
basis, periodically reconcile the receipt 
and disposition of all controlled drugs 
in schedules II through IV (drugs sub-
ject to the Comprehensive Drug Abuse 
Prevention and Control Act of 1970, 21 
U.S.C. 801 et seq., as implemented by 21 
CFR part 308). 

(5) If the facility maintains a li-
censed pharmacy, the facility must 
comply with the regulations for con-
trolled drugs. 

(m) Standard: Drug labeling. (1) Label-
ing of drugs and biologicals must— 

(i) Be based on currently accepted 
professional principles and practices; 
and 

(ii) Include the appropriate accessory 
and cautionary instructions, as well as 
the expiration date, if applicable. 

(2) The facility must remove from 
use— 

(i) Outdated drugs; and 
(ii) Drug containers with worn, illegi-

ble, or missing labels. 

(3) Drugs and biologicals packaged in 
containers designated for a particular 
client must be immediately removed 
from the client’s current medication 
supply if discontinued by the physi-
cian. 

(n) Standard: Laboratory services. (1) If 
a facility chooses to provide laboratory 
services, the laboratory must meet the 
requirements specified in part 493 of 
this chapter. 

(2) If the laboratory chooses to refer 
specimens for testing to another lab-
oratory, the referral laboratory must 
be certified in the appropriate special-
ties and subspecialities of service in ac-
cordance with the requirements of part 
493 of this chapter. 

[53 FR 20496, June 3, 1988, as amended at 57 
FR 7136, Feb. 28, 1992] 

§ 483.470 Condition of participation: 
Physical environment. 

(a) Standard: Client living environment. 
(1) The facility must not house clients 
of grossly different ages, develop-
mental levels, and social needs in close 
physical or social proximity unless the 
housing is planned to promote the 
growth and development of all those 
housed together. 

(2) The facility must not segregate 
clients solely on the basis of their 
physical disabilities. It must integrate 
clients who have ambulation deficits or 
who are deaf, blind, or have seizure dis-
orders, etc., with others of comparable 
social and intellectual development. 

(b) Standard: Client bedrooms. (1) Bed-
rooms must— 

(i) Be rooms that have at least one 
outside wall; 

(ii) Be equipped with or located near 
toilet and bathing facilities; 

(iii) Accommodate no more than four 
clients unless granted a variance under 
paragraph (b)(3) of this section; 

(iv) Measure at least 60 square feet 
per client in multiple client bedrooms 
and at least 80 square feet in single cli-
ent bedrooms; and 

(v) In all facilities initially certified, 
or in buildings constructed or with 
major renovations or conversions on or 
after October 3, 1988, have walls that 
extend from floor to ceiling. 

(2) If a bedroom is below grade level, 
it must have a window that— 
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