§483.65

§483.65 Infection control.

The facility must establish and main-
tain an infection control program de-
signed to provide a safe, sanitary, and
comfortable environment and to help
prevent the development and trans-
mission of disease and infection.

(a) Infection control program. The fa-
cility must establish an infection con-
trol program under which it—

(1) Investigates, controls, and pre-
vents infections in the facility;

(2) Decides what procedures, such as
isolation, should be applied to an indi-
vidual resident; and

(3) Maintains a record of incidents
and corrective actions related to infec-
tions.

(b) Preventing spread of infection. (1)
When the infection control program de-
termines that a resident needs isola-
tion to prevent the spread of infection,
the facility must isolate the resident.

(2) The facility must prohibit em-
ployees with a communicable disease
or infected skin lesions from direct
contact with residents or their food, if
direct contact will transmit the dis-
ease.

(3) The facility must require staff to
wash their hands after each direct resi-
dent contact for which handwashing is
indicated by accepted professional
practice.

(c) Linens. Personnel must handle,
store, process, and transport linens so
as to prevent the spread of infection.

[66 FR 48876, Sept. 26, 1991, as amended at 57
FR 43925, Sept. 23, 1992]

§483.70 Physical environment.

The facility must be designed, con-
structed, equipped, and maintained to
protect the health and safety of resi-
dents, personnel and the public.

(a) Life safety from fire. (1) Except as
otherwise provided in this section—

(i) The facility must meet the appli-
cable provisions of the 2000 edition of
the Life Safety Code of the National
Fire Protection Association. The Di-
rector of the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister has approved the NFPA 101® 2000
edition of the Life Safety Code, issued
January 14, 2000, for incorporation by
reference in accordance with 5 U.S.C.
562(a) and 1 CFR part 51. A copy of the
Code is available for inspection at the
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CMS Information Resource Center, 7500
Security Boulevard, Baltimore, MD or
at the National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA). For informa-
tion on the availability of this mate-
rial at NARA, call 202-741-6030, or go
to: hitp://www.archives.gov/
federal register/

code of federal regulations/

ibr _locations.html. Copies may be ob-
tained from the National Fire Protec-
tion Association, 1 Batterymarch Park,
Quincy, MA 02269. If any changes in
this edition of the Code are incor-
porated by reference, CMS will publish
notice in the FEDERAL REGISTER to an-
nounce the changes.

(ii) Chapter 19.3.6.3.2, exception num-
ber 2 of the adopted edition of the LLSC
does not apply to long-term care facili-
ties.

(2) After consideration of State sur-
vey agency findings, CMS may waive
specific provisions of the Life Safety
ode which, if rigidly applied, would re-
sult in unreasonable hardship upon the
facility, but only if the waiver does not
adversely affect the health and safety
of the patients.

(3) The provisions of the Life safety
Code do not apply in a State where
CMS finds, in accordance with applica-
ble provisions of sections
1819(d)(2)(B)(ii) and 1919(d)(2)(B)(ii) of
the Act, that a fire and safety code im-
posed by State law adequately protects
patients, residents and personnel in
long term care facilities.

(4) Beginning March 13, 2006, a long-
term care facility must be in compli-
ance with Chapter 19.2.9, Emergency
Lighting.

(5) Beginning March 13, 2006, Chapter
19.3.6.3.2, exception number 2 does not
apply to long-term care facilities.

(6) Notwithstanding any provisions of
the 2000 edition of the Life Safety Code
to the contrary, a long-term care facil-
ity may install alcohol-based hand rub
dispensers in its facility if—

(i) Use of alcohol-based hand rub dis-
pensers does not conflict with any
State or local codes that prohibit or
otherwise restrict the placement of al-
cohol-based hand rub dispensers in
health care facilities;

(ii) The dispensers are installed in a
manner that minimizes leaks and spills
that could lead to falls;
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