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Subpart A—General Provisions

§484.1 Basis and scope.

(a) Basis and scope. This part is based
on the indicated provisions of the fol-
lowing sections of the Act:

(1) Sections 1861(0) and 1891 establish
the conditions that an HHA must meet
in order to participate in Medicare.

(2) Section 1861(z) specifies the Insti-
tutional planning standards that HHAs
must meet.

(3) Section 1895 provides for the es-
tablishment of a prospective payment
system for home health services cov-
ered under Medicare.

(b) This part also sets forth addi-
tional requirements that are consid-

42 CFR Ch. IV (10-1-06 Edition)

ered necessary to ensure the health and
safety of patients.

[60 FR 50443, Sept. 29, 1995, as amended at 65
FR 41211, July 3, 2000]

§484.2 Definitions.

As used in this part, unless the con-
text indicates otherwise—Bylaws or
equivalent means a set of rules adopted
by an HHA for governing the agency’s
operation.

Branch office means a location or site
from which a home health agency pro-
vides services within a portion of the
total geographic area served by the
parent agency. The branch office is
part of the home health agency and is
located sufficiently close to share ad-
ministration, supervision, and services
in a manner that renders it unneces-
sary for the branch independently to
meet the conditions of participation as
a home health agency.

Clinical note means a notation of a
contact with a patient that is written
and dated by a member of the health
team, and that describes signs and
symptoms, treatment and drugs admin-
istered and the patient’s reaction, and
any changes in physical or emotional
condition.

HHA stands for home health agency.

Nonprofit agency means an agency ex-
empt from Federal income taxation
under section 501 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1954.

Parent home health agency means the
agency that develops and maintains ad-
ministrative controls of subunits and/
or branch offices.

Primary home health agency means the
agency that is responsible for the serv-
ices furnished to patients and for im-
plementation of the plan of care.

Progress nmote means a written nota-
tion, dated and signed by a member of
the health team, that summarizes facts
about care furnished and the patient’s
response during a given period of time.

Proprietary agency means a private
profit-making agency licensed by the
State.

Public agency means an agency oper-
ated by a State or local government.

Subdivision means a component of a
multi-function health agency, such as
the home care department of a hospital
or the nursing division of a health de-
partment, which independently meets
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the conditions of participation for
HHASs. A subdivision that has subunits
or branch offices is considered a parent
agency.

Subunit means a semi-autonomous
organization that—

(1) Serves patients in a geographic
area different from that of the parent
agency; and

(2) Must independently meet the con-
ditions of participation for HHAs be-
cause it is too far from the parent
agency to share administration, super-
vision, and services on a daily basis.

Summary report means the compila-
tion of the pertinent factors of a pa-
tient’s clinical notes and progress
notes that is submitted to the patient’s
physician.

Supervision means authoritative pro-
cedural guidance by a qualified person
for the accomplishment of a function
or activity. Unless otherwise specified
in this part, the supervisor must be on
the premises to supervise an individual
who does not meet the qualifications
specified in §484.4.

§484.4 Personnel qualifications.

Staff required to meet the conditions
set forth in this part are staff who
meet the qualifications specified in
this section.

Administrator, home health agency. A
person who:

(a) Is a licensed physician; or

(b) Is a registered nurse; or

(c) Has training and experience in
health service administration and at
least 1 year of supervisory or adminis-
trative experience in home health care
or related health programs.

Audiologist. A person who:

(a) Meets the education and experi-
ence requirements for a Certificate of
Clinical Competence in audiology
granted by the American Speech-Lan-
guage-Hearing Association; or

(b) Meets the educational require-
ments for certification and is in the
process of accumulating the supervised
experience required for certification.

Home health aide. Effective for serv-
ices furnished after August 14, 1990, a
person who has successfully completed
a State-established or other training
program that meets the requirements
of §484.36(a) and a competency evalua-
tion program or State licensure pro-

§484.4

gram that meets the requirements of
§484.36 (b) or (e), or a competency eval-
uation program or State licensure pro-
gram that meets the requirements of
§484.36 (b) or (e). An individual is not
considered to have completed a train-
ing and competency evaluation pro-
gram, or a competency evaluation pro-
gram if, since the individual’s most re-
cent completion of this programc(s),
there has been a continuous period of
24 consecutive months during none of
which the individual furnished services
described in §409.40 of this chapter for
compensation.

Occupational therapist. A person who:

(a) Is a graduate of an occupational
therapy curriculum accredited jointly
by the Committee on Allied Health
Education and Accreditation of the
American Medical Association and the
American Occupational Therapy Asso-
ciation; or

(b) Is eligible for the National Reg-
istration Examination of the American
Occupational Therapy Association; or

(c) Has 2 years of appropriate experi-
ence as an occupational therapist, and
has achieved a satisfactory grade on a
proficiency examination conducted, ap-
proved, or sponsored by the U.S. Public
Health Service, except that such deter-
minations of proficiency do not apply
with respect to persons initially Ili-
censed by a State or seeking initial
qualification as an occupational thera-
pist after December 31, 1977.

Occupational therapy assistant. A per-
son who:

(a) Meets the requirements for cer-
tification as an occupational therapy
assistant established by the American
Occupational Therapy Association; or

(b) Has 2 years of appropriate experi-
ence as an occupational therapy assist-
ant, and has achieved a satisfactory
grade on a proficiency examination
conducted, approved, or sponsored by
the U.S. Public Health Service, except
that such determinations of pro-
ficiency do not apply with respect to
persons initially licensed by a State or
seeking initial qualification as an oc-
cupational therapy assistant after De-
cember 31, 1977.

Physical therapist. A person who is li-
censed as a physical therapist by the
State in which practicing, and
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