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1981, Pub. L. 97–35, 95 Stat. 599–600 (42 U.S.C. 
10004). 

SOURCE: 50 FR 50717, Dec. 11, 1985, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 75.1 Background and purpose. 
(a) The purpose of these regulations 

is to implement the provisions of sec-
tion 979 of the Consumer-Patient Radi-
ation Health and Safety Act of 1981, 42 
U.S.C. 10004, which requires the estab-
lishment by the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services of standards for 
the accreditation of programs for the 
education of certain persons who ad-
minister radiologic procedures and for 
the credentialing of such persons. 

(b) Section 979 requires the Sec-
retary, after consultation with speci-
fied Federal agencies, appropriate 
agencies of States, and appropriate 
professional organizations, to promul-
gate by regulation the minimum stand-
ards described above. These standards 
distinguish between the occupations of 
(1) radiographer, (2) dental hygienist, 
(3) dental assistant, (4) nuclear medi-
cine technologist, and (5) radiation 
therapy technologist. In the interest of 
public safety and to prevent the haz-
ards of improper use of medical radi-
ation identified by Congress in its de-
termination of the need for standards, 
the Secretary is also authorized to pre-
pare standards for other occupational 
groups utilizing ionizing and non-ion-
izing radiation as he/she finds appro-
priate. However, the standards set out 
below are limited to the five occupa-
tional groups listed above, utilizing 
ionizing radiation. Nothing in these ac-
creditation standards is intended to 
discriminate against proprietary 
schools. 

§ 75.2 Definitions. 
All terms not defined herein shall 

have the meaning given them in the 
Act. As used in this part: 

Accreditation, as applied to an edu-
cational program, means recognition, 
by a State government or by a non-
governmental agency or association, of 
a specialized program of study as meet-
ing or exceeding certain established 
qualifications and educational stand-
ards. As applied to a health care or 
educational institution, accreditation 
means recognition, by a State govern-

ment or by a nongovernmental agency 
or association, of the institution as 
meeting or exceeding certain estab-
lished standards or criteria for that 
type of institution. 

Act means the Consumer-Patient Ra-
diation Health and Safety Act of 1981, 
42 U.S.C. 10001–10008. 

Continuing competency means the 
maintenance of knowledge and skills 
and/or demonstrated performance that 
are adequate and relevant to profes-
sional practice needs. 

Credentialing means any process 
whereby a State Government or non-
governmental agency or association 
grants recognition to an individual 
who meets certain predetermined 
qualifications. 

Dental hygienist means a person li-
censed by the State as a dental hygien-
ist. 

Dental assistant means a person other 
than a dental hygienist who assists a 
dentist in the care of patients. 

Educational program means a set of 
formally structured activities designed 
to provide students with the knowledge 
and skills necessary to enter an occu-
pation, with evaluation of student per-
formance according to predetermined 
objectives. 

Energized laboratory means any facil-
ity which contains equipment that gen-
erates ionizing radiation. This does not 
include facilities for training students 
when the equipment is not powered to 
emit ionizing radiation, e.g., practice 
in setting controls and positioning of 
patients. 

Formal training means training or 
education, including either didactic or 
clinical practicum or both, which has a 
specified objective, planned activities 
for students, and suitable methods for 
measuring student attainment, and 
which is offered, sponsored, or ap-
proved by an organization or institu-
tion which is able to meet or enforce 
these criteria. 

Ionizing radiation means any electro-
magnetic or particulate radiation (X- 
rays, gamma rays, alpha and beta par-
ticles, high speed electrons, neutrons, 
and other nuclear particles) which 
interacts with atoms to produce ion 
pairs in matter. 
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