§1610.4-7

§1610.4-7 Selection of preferred alter-
natives.

The Field Manager, in collaboration
with any cooperating agencies, will
evaluate the alternatives, estimate
their effects according to the planning
criteria, and identify a preferred alter-
native that best meets Director and
State Director guidance. Nonetheless,
the decision to select a preferred alter-
native remains the exclusive responsi-
bility of the BLM. The resulting draft
resource management plan and draft
environmental impact statement shall
be forwarded to the State Director for
approval, publication, and filing with
the Environmental Protection Agency.
This draft plan and environmental im-
pact statement shall be provided for
comment to the Governor of the State
involved, and to officials of other Fed-
eral agencies, State and local govern-
ments and Indian tribes that the State
Director has reason to believe would be
concerned. This action shall constitute
compliance with the requirements of
§3420.1-7 of this title.

[48 FR 20368, May 5, 1983, as amended at 70
FR 14567, Mar. 23, 2005]

§1610.4-8 Selection of resource man-
agement plan.

After publication of the draft re-
source management plan and draft en-
vironmental impact statement, the
Field Manager shall evaluate the com-
ments received and select and rec-
ommend to the State Director, for su-
pervisory review and publication, a
proposed resource management plan
and final environmental impact state-
ment. After supervisory review of the
proposed resource management plan,
the State Director shall publish the
plan and file the related environmental
impact statement.

[48 FR 20368, May 5, 1983, as amended at 70
FR 14567, Mar. 23, 2005]

§1610.4-9 Monitoring and evaluation.

The proposed plan shall establish in-
tervals and standards, as appropriate,
for monitoring and evaluation of the
plan. Such intervals and standards
shall be based on the sensitivity of the
resource to the decisions involved and
shall provide for evaluation to deter-
mine whether mitigation measures are
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satisfactory, whether there has been
significant change in the related plans
of other Federal agencies, State or
local governments, or Indian tribes, or
whether there is new data of signifi-
cance to the plan. The Field Manager
shall be responsible for monitoring and
evaluating the plan in accordance with
the established intervals and standards
and at other times as appropriate to
determine whether there is sufficient
cause to warrant amendment or revi-
sion of the plan.

[48 FR 20368, May 5, 1983, as amended at 70
FR 14567, Mar. 23, 2005]

§1610.5 Resource management plan
approval, use and modification.

§1610.5-1 Resource management plan
approval and administrative re-
view.

(@) The proposed resource manage-
ment plan or revision shall be sub-
mitted by the Field Manager to the
State Director for supervisory review
and approval. When the review is com-
pleted the State Director shall either
publish the proposed plan and file the
related environmental impact state-
ment or return the plan to the Field
Manager with a written statement of
the problems to be resolved before the
proposed plan can be published.

(b) No earlier than 30 days after the
Environmental Protection Agency pub-
lishes a notice of the filing of the final
environmental impact statement in the
FEDERAL REGISTER, and pending final
action on any protest that may be
filed, the State Director shall approve
the plan. Approval shall be withheld on
any portion of a plan or amendment
being protested until final action has
been completed on such protest. Before
such approval is given, there shall be
public notice and opportunity for pub-
lic comment on any significant change
made to the proposed plan. The ap-
proval shall be documented in a con-
cise public record of the decision,
meeting the requirements of regula-
tions for the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (40 CFR 1505.2).

[48 FR 20368, May 5, 1983, as amended at 70
FR 14567, Mar. 23, 2005]



