§3142.0-3

§3142.0-3 Authority.

These regulations are issued under
the authority of the Mineral Leasing
Act of 1920, as amended and supple-
mented (30 U.S.C. 181 et seq.), the Min-
eral Leasing Act for Acquired Lands (30
U.S.C. 351-359), the Federal Land Pol-
icy and Management Act of 1976 (43
U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) and the Combined
Hydrocarbon Leasing Act of 1981 (95
Stat. 1070).

§3142.0-5 Definitions.

As used in part 3140 of this title, the
term production in paying quantities
means:

(a) Production, in compliance with
an approved plan of operations and by
nonconventional methods, of oil and
gas which can be marketed; or

(b) Production of oil or gas by con-
ventional methods as the term is cur-
rently used in part 3160 of this title.

[51 FR 7276, Mar. 3, 1986, as amended at 70 FR
58616, Oct. 7, 2005]

§3142.1 Diligent development.

A lessee shall have met his/her dili-
gent development obligation if:

(a) The lessee is conducting activity
on the lease in accordance with an ap-
proved plan of operations; and

(b) The lessee files with the author-
ized officer, not later than the end of
the eighth lease year, a supplement to
the approved plan of operations which
shall include the estimated recoverable
tar sand reserves and a detailed devel-
opment plan for the next stage of oper-
ations;

(c) The lessee has achieved produc-
tion in paying quantities, as that term
is defined in §3142.0-5(a) of this title, by
the end of the primary term; and

(d) The lessee annually produces the
minimum amount of tar sand estab-
lished by the authorized officer under
the lease in the minimum production
schedule which shall be made part of
the plan of operations or pays annually
advance royalty in lieu of this min-
imum production.
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§3142.2 Minimum production levels.

§3142.2-1 Minimum production sched-
ule.

Upon receipt of the supplement to
the plan of operations described in
§3142.1(b) of this title, the authorized
officer shall examine the information
furnished by the lessee and determine
if the estimate of the recoverable tar
sand reserves is adequate and reason-
able. In making this determination,
the authorized officer may request, and
the lessee shall furnish, any informa-
tion that is the basis of the lessee’s es-
timate of the recoverable tar sand re-
serves. As part of the authorized offi-
cer’s determination that the estimate
of the recoverable tar sand reserves is
adequate and reasonable, he/she may
consider, but is not limited to, the fol-
lowing: or grade, strip ratio, vertical
and horizal continuity, extract process
recoverability, and proven or unproven
status of extraction technology, ter-
rain, environmental mitigation fac-
tors, marketability of products and
capital operations costs. The author-
ized officer shall then establish as soon
as possible, but prior to the beginning
of the eleventh year, based upon the es-
timate of the recoverable tar sand re-
serves, a minimum annual tar sand
production schedule for the lease or
unit operations which shall start in the
eleventh year of the lease. This min-
imum production level shall escalate in
equal annual increments to a max-
imum of 1 percent of the estimated re-
coverable tar sand reserves in the
twentieth year of the lease and remain
at 1 percent each year thereafter.

§3142.2-2 Advance royalties in lieu of
production.

(a) Failure to meet the minimum an-
nual tar sand production schedule level
in any year shall result in the assess-
ment of an advance royalty in lieu of
production which shall be credited to
future production royalty assessments
applicable to the lease or unit.

(b) If there is no production during
the lease year, and the lessee has rea-
son to believe that there shall be no
production during the remainder of the
lease year, the lessee shall submit to
the authorized officer a request for sus-
pension of production at least 90 days
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prior to the end of that lease year and
a payment sufficient to cover any ad-
vance royalty due and owing as a re-
sult of the failure to produce. Upon re-
ceipt of the request for suspension of
production and the accompanying pay-
ment, the authorized officer shall ap-
prove a suspension of production for
that lease year and the lease shall not
expire during that year for lack of pro-
duction.

(c) If there is production on the lease
or unit during the lease year, but such
production fails to meet the minimum
production schedule required by the
plan of operations for that lease or
unit, the lessee shall pay an advance
royalty within 60 days of the end of the
lease year in an amount sufficient to
cover the difference between such ac-
tual production and the production
schedule required by the plan of oper-
ations for that lease or unit and the
authorized officer shall direct a suspen-
sion of production for those periods
during which no production occurred.

§3142.3 Expiration.

Failure of the lessee to pay advance
royalty within the time prescribed by
the authorized officer, or failure of the
lessee to comply with any other provi-
sions of this subpart following the end
of the primary term of the lease, shall
result in the automatic expiration of
the lease as of the first of the month
following notice to the lessee of its
failure to comply. The lessee shall re-
main subject to the requirement of ap-
plicable laws, regulations and lease
terms which have not been met at the
expiration of the lease.

PART 3150—ONSHORE OIL AND
GAS GEOPHYSICAL EXPLORATION

Subpart 3150—Onshore Oil and Gas
Geophysical Exploration; General
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Subpart 3152—Exploration in Alaska

3152.1 Application for oil and gas geo-
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3152.4 Relinquishment of exploration per-
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AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 3150(b) and 668dd; 30
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1201, 1732(b), 1733, 1734, 1740.

SOURCE: 53 FR 17359, May 16, 1988, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart 3150—Onshore Oil and
Gas Geophysical Exploration;
General

§3150.0-1 Purpose.

The purpose of this part is to estab-
lish procedures for conducting oil and
gas geophysical exploration operations
when authorization for such operations
is required from the Bureau of Land
Management. Geophysical exploration
on public lands, the surface of which is
administered by the Bureau, requires
Bureau approval. The procedures in
this part also apply to geophysical ex-
ploration conducted under the rights
granted by any Federal oil and gas
lease unless the surface is administered
by the U.S. Forest Service. However, a
lessee may elect to conduct explo-
ration operations outside of the rights
granted by the lease, in which case au-
thorization from the surface managing
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