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(1) Protect the quality of surface and 
subsurface waters, air, and other nat-
ural resources, including wildlife, soil, 
vegetation, and natural history; 

(2) Protect the quality of cultural, 
scenic and recreational resources; 

(3) Accommodate other land uses, as 
we deem necessary; and 

(4) Protect people and wildlife from 
unacceptable noise levels. 

(b) You must remove or, with our 
permission, properly store all equip-
ment and materials not in use. 

(c) You must provide and use pits, 
tanks and sumps of adequate capacity. 
They must be designed to retain all 
materials and fluids resulting from 
drilling temperature gradient wells or 
other operations, unless we have speci-
fied otherwise in writing. When no 
longer needed, you must properly aban-
don pits and sumps in accordance with 
your permit. 

(d) We may require you to submit a 
contingency plan describing procedures 
to protect public health, safety, prop-
erty and the environment. 

§ 3252.12 How deep may I drill a tem-
perature gradient well? 

You may drill a temperature gra-
dient well to any depth we approve in 
your exploration permit or sundry no-
tice. In all cases, you may not flow test 
the well or perform injection tests of 
the well unless you follow the proce-
dures for geothermal drilling oper-
ations in 43 CFR subparts 3260 through 
3267. BLM may modify your permitted 
depth at any time before or during 
drilling, if we determine the bottom 
hole temperature or other information 
indicates that drilling to the original 
permitted depth could directly encoun-
ter the geothermal resource or create 
risks to public health, safety, property, 
the environment or other resources. 

§ 3252.13 How long may I collect infor-
mation from my temperature gra-
dient well? 

You may collect information from 
your temperature gradient well for as 
long as we approve. 

§ 3252.14 How must I complete a tem-
perature gradient well? 

Complete temperature gradient wells 
in a way that allows for proper aban-

donment and prevents interzonal mi-
gration of fluids. Cap all tubing when 
not in use. 

§ 3252.15 When must I abandon a tem-
perature gradient well? 

When you no longer need it, or when 
we require you to. 

§ 3252.16 How must I abandon a tem-
perature gradient well? 

(a) Before abandoning your well, sub-
mit a complete and signed sundry no-
tice describing how you plan to aban-
don wells and reclaim the surface. Do 
not begin abandoning wells or reclaim-
ing the surface until we approve your 
sundry notice. 

(b) You must plug and abandon your 
well to permanently prevent interzonal 
migration of fluids and migration of 
fluids to the surface. You must reclaim 
your well location to our satisfaction. 

Subpart 3253—Reports: 
Exploration Operations 

§ 3253.10 Must I share the data I col-
lect through exploration operations 
with BLM? 

(a) For exploration operations on 
your geothermal lease, you must sub-
mit all data you obtain as a result of 
the operations with a signed notice of 
completion of exploration operations 
form under 43 CFR 3253.11, unless we 
approve a later submission. 

(b) For exploration operations on un-
leased lands or on leased lands where 
you are not the lessee or unit operator, 
you do not need to submit data. How-
ever, if you want your exploration op-
erations to count toward your diligent 
exploration expenditure requirement 
(43 CFR 3210.13), or if you are making 
significant expenditures to extend your 
lease (43 CFR 3208.14), you must send 
BLM the resulting data under the rules 
of those sections. 

§ 3253.11 Must I notify BLM when I 
have completed my exploration op-
erations? 

Yes. Send us a complete and signed 
notice of completion of exploration op-
erations form, describing the explo-
ration operations, well history, com-
pletion and abandonment procedures, 
or site reclamation measures. You 
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must send this within 30 days after 
you: 

(a) Complete any geophysical explo-
ration operations; 

(b) Complete the drilling of tempera-
ture gradient well(s) approved under 
your exploration permit; 

(c) Plug and abandon a temperature 
gradient well; or 

(d) Plug shot holes and reclaim all 
exploration sites. 

Subpart 3254—Inspection, En-
forcement, and Noncompli-
ance for Exploration Oper-
ations 

§ 3254.10 May BLM inspect my explo-
ration operations? 

Yes, we may inspect your exploration 
operations to ensure compliance with 
the requirements of 43 CFR 3200.4. 

§ 3254.11 What will BLM do if my ex-
ploration operations do not meet all 
requirements? 

(a) We will issue you a written inci-
dent of noncompliance and direct you 
to correct the problem within a set 
time. If the noncompliance continues 
or is serious in nature, we will take one 
or more of the following actions: 

(1) Correct the problem at your ex-
pense; 

(2) Direct you to modify or shut down 
your operations; 

(3) Collect all or part of your bond. 
(b) We may also require you to take 

actions to prevent unnecessary impacts 
to the lands. If so, we will notify you of 
the nature and extent of any required 
measures and the time you have to 
complete them. 

(c) Noncompliance may result in 
BLM canceling your lease, if applica-
ble. See 43 CFR 3213.23 through 3213.25. 

Subpart 3255—Confidential, 
Proprietary Information 

§ 3255.10 Will BLM disclose informa-
tion I submit under these regula-
tions? 

All Federal and Indian data and in-
formation submitted to the BLM are 
subject to part 2 of this title. Part 2 in-
cludes the regulations of the Depart-
ment of the Interior covering public 
disclosure of data and information con-

tained in Department of Interior 
records. Certain mineral information 
not protected from disclosure under 
part 2 may be made available for in-
spection without a Freedom Of Infor-
mation Act (FOIA) request. 

§ 3255.11 When I submit confidential, 
proprietary information, how can I 
help ensure it is not available to the 
public? 

When you submit data and informa-
tion that you believe to be exempt 
from disclosure by 43 CFR part 2, you 
must clearly mark each page that you 
believe contains confidential informa-
tion. BLM will keep all data and infor-
mation confidential to the extent al-
lowed by 43 CFR 2.13(c). 

§ 3255.12 How long will information I 
give BLM remain confidential or 
proprietary? 

The FOIA does not provide a finite 
period of time for which information 
may be exempt from disclosure to pub-
lic. Each situation will need to be re-
viewed individually and in accordance 
with guidance provided by 43 CFR part 
2. 

§ 3255.13 How will BLM treat Indian 
information submitted under the 
Indian Mineral Development Act? 

Under the Indian Mineral Develop-
ment Act of 1982 (IMDA) (25 U.S.C. 2101 
et seq.), the Department of the Interior 
will hold as privileged proprietary in-
formation of the affected Indian or In-
dian tribe— 

(a) All findings forming the basis of 
the Secretary’s intent to approve or 
disapprove any Minerals Agreement 
under IMDA; and 

(b) All projections, studies, data, or 
other information concerning a Min-
erals Agreement under IMDA, regard-
less of the date received, related to— 

(1) The terms, conditions, or finan-
cial return to the Indian parties; 

(2) The extent, nature, value, or dis-
position of the Indian mineral re-
sources; or 

(3) The production, products, or pro-
ceeds thereof. 

11. Section 3255.14 is added to read as 
follows: 

[63 FR 52953, Oct. 1, 1998] 
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