§3474.4

(b)(1) In setting or adjusting indi-
vidual lease bond amounts, the author-
ized officer shall assure that the lease
bond covers reclamation within a per-
mit area where the Surface Mining Of-
ficer, because of the absence of a coop-
erative agreement governing Federal
lands within that state, notifies the au-
thorized officer that the lease bond
should cover that reclamation.

(2) After consultation with the Sur-
face Mining Officer, the authorized of-
ficer may release the amount of any
outstanding bond which is related to,
and is not necessary to secure, the per-
formance of reclamation within a per-
mit area.

[44 FR 42643, July 19, 1979, as amended at 47
FR 33151, July 30, 1982]

§3474.4 Qualified sureties.

A list of companies holding certifi-
cates of authority from the Secretary
of the Treasury under the Act of July
30, 1947 (6 U.S.C. 6-14) as acceptable
sureties on Federal bonds is published
annually in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

§3474.5 Default.

When the surety makes payment to
the Government of any indebtedness
due under a lease, the face amount of
the surety bond and the surety’s liabil-
ity thereunder shall be reduced by the
amount of such payment.

§3474.6 Termination of the period of
liability.

The authorized officer shall not con-
sent to termination of the period of li-
ability under the lease bond unless an
acceptable substitute bond has been
filed or until all terms and conditions
of the lease have been fulfilled.

Subpart 3475—Lease Terms

§3475.1 Lease form.

Leases shall be issued on a standard
form approved by the Director. The au-
thorized officer may modify those pro-
visions of the standard form which are
not required by statute or regulations
and may add such additional stipula-
tions and conditions as he/she deems
appropriate.

[47 FR 33151, July 30, 1982]
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§3475.2 Duration of leases.

Leases shall be issued for a period of
20 years and so long thereafter as the
condition of continued operation is
met. If the condition of continued oper-
ation is not met the lease shall be can-
celled as provided in §3452.2 of this
title.

[44 FR 42643, July 19, 1979. Redesignated at 47
FR 33151, July 30, 1982]

§3475.3 Dating of leases.

(a) Leases will be dated and made ef-
fective the first day of the month fol-
lowing the date signed by the author-
ized officer. However, upon receipt of a
prior written request, the authorized
officer may date a lease to be effective
on the first day of the month in which
it is signed.

(b) Future interest leases shall be-
come effective on the date of vesting of
title to the minerals in the United
States as stated in the lease.

[44 FR 42643, July 19, 1979. Redesignated at 47
FR 33151, July 30, 1982]

§3475.4 Land description.

Compliance with §3471.1 of this title
is required.

[44 FR 42643, July 19, 1979. Redesignated at 47
FR 33151, July 30, 1982]

§3475.5 Diligent development and con-
tinued operation.

In accordance with part 3480 of this
title, each lease shall require:

(a) Diligent development; and

(b) Either (1) continued operation ex-
cept when operations under the lease
are interrupted by strikes, the ele-
ments or casualties not attributable to
the lessee, or (2) in lieu thereof, when
the Secretary determines that the pub-
lic interest will be served, payment of
an advanced royalty.

[47 FR 33151, July 30, 1982, as amended at 50
FR 8627, Mar. 4, 1985]

§3475.6 Logical mining unit.

(a) Criteria for approving or directing
establishment of an LMU shall be de-
veloped and applied in accordance with
§3487.1 of this title.

(b) When a lease is included in an
LMU with other Federal leases or with
interests in non-Federal coal deposits,
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the terms and conditions of the Federal
lease or leases shall be amended so that
they are consistent with or are super-
seded by the requirements imposed on
the LMU of which it has become a part.
(c) The holder of any lease issued or
readjusted between May 7, 1976, and the
effective date of this regulation, whose
lease provides by its own terms that it
is considered to be an LMU, may re-
quest removal of this provision from
any such lease. Such request shall be
submitted to the authorized officer.

[47 FR 33151, July 30, 1982, as amended at 50
FR 8627, Mar. 4, 1985]

PART 3480—COAL EXPLORATION
AND MINING OPERATIONS RULES

NoTELl: The information collection require-
ments contained in 43 CFR part 3480 which
require the filing of forms have been ap-
proved by the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) under 44 U.S.C. 3507. The Coal
Production and Royalty Report form in 30
CFR 211.62(d)(1), U.S. Geological Survey
Form 9-373A, has been approved by OMB
under 44 U.S.C. 3507 and assigned clearance
number 1028-0001.

The information is being collected for Fed-
eral royalty accounting purposes. The infor-
mation will be used to permit accounting
and auditing of royalties submitted by the
operators/lessees of Federal coal leases. The
obligation to respond is mandatory for all
operators/lessees of Federal coal leases. For
nonproducing Federal leases, the report is
required on an annual basis. For producing
Federal leases, the report is required month-
ly or quarterly as specified in the Federal
lease.

The information collection requirements
contained at §§3481.1, 3481.2, 3482.2, 3482.3,
3483.3, 3483.4, 3485.1, 3485.2, 3486.3 and 3487.1 of
this title have been approved by OMB under
44 U.S.C. 3507 and assigned clearance number
1028-0042. The information may be collected
from some operators/lessees to either provide
data so that proposed operations may be ap-
proved or to enable the monitoring of com-
pliance with approvals already granted. The
information will be used to grant approval to
begin or alter operations or to allow oper-
ations to continue. The obligation to respond
is required to obtain the benefit under the
Federal lease.

NOTE 2: There are many leases and agree-
ments currently in effect, and which will re-
main in effect, involving Federal coal leases
which specifically refer to the United States
Geological Survey, USGS, Minerals Manage-
ment Service, MMS, or Conservation Divi-
sion. These leases and agreements also often
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specifically refer to various officers such as
Supervisor, Conservation Manager, Deputy
Conservation Manager, Minerals Manager
and Deputy Minerals Manager. In addition,
many leases and agreements specifically
refer to 30 CFR part 211 or specific sections
thereof. Those references shall now be read
to refer to 43 CFR part 3480 or to the appro-
priate redesignated section thereof.

Subpart 3480—Coal Exploration and
Mining Operations Rules: General

Sec.

3480.0-1
3480.0-4
3480.0-5
3480.0-6

Purpose.

Scope.
Definitions.
Responsibilities.

Subpart 3481—General Provisions

3481.1 General obligations of the operator/
lessee.

3481.2 Procedures and public participation.

3481.3 Confidentiality.

3481.4 Temporary interruption in coal sever-
ance.

3481.4-1 Can | temporarily interrupt coal
severance and still be qualified as pro-
ducing?

3481.4-2 What are some examples of cir-
cumstances that qualify for a temporary
interruption of coal severance?

3481.4-3 Does a temporary interruption in
coal severance affect the diligence re-
quirements applicable to my lease or
LMU?

3481.4-4 What is the aggregate amount of
time | can temporarily interrupt coal
severance and have BLM consider my
lease or LMU producing?

Subpart 3482—Exploration and Resource
Recovery and Protection Plans

3482.1 Exploration and resource recovery
and protection plans.

3482.2 Action on plans.

3482.3 Mining operations maps.

Subpart 3483—Diligence Requirements

3483.1 Diligent development and continued
operation requirement.

3483.2 Termination or cancellation for fail-
ure to meet diligent development and
maintain continued operation.

3483.3 Suspension of continued operation or
operations and production.

3483.4 Payment of advance royalty in lieu of
continued operation.

3483.5 Crediting of production toward dili-
gent development.

3483.6 Special logical mining unit rules.
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