§151.13

(b) The Director will first determine
the costs as contemplated in paragraph
(a)(1) of this section. The Director will
then notify the claimant as to that
amount. The claimant must indicate
within 30 days its acceptance or rejec-
tion of that amount.

(1) If the determination is accepted
by the claimant, this will be the final
and conclusive determination of the
amount of costs by the claimant in
conjunction with the fire for which the
claims are submitted.

(2) If the claimant rejects this
amount, it must notify the Director,
within 30 days, of its reasons for its re-
jection. Upon receipt of notification of
rejection, the Director shall reconsider
his determination and notify the
claimant of the results of the reconsid-
eration. The amont determined on re-
consideration will constitute the costs
to be used by the Director in deter-
mining the reimbursable amount.

(c) Upon receipt of documentation
from the claimant on the amount of
payments the Federal Government has
made for the support of fire services on
the property in question, the Director
will, following such verification or in-
vestigation as the Director may deem
appropriate, calculate the full amount
to be reimbursed under the section 11
formula as set forth in §151.12(a). This
calculation of the reimbursable
amount is based upon the costs deter-
mined pursuant to §151.12(b) and the
documentation of Federal payments
that the claimant submitted.

(d) The Director’s determination of
the reimbursable amount will be sent
to the Secretary of the Treasury. The
Secretary of the Treasury shall, upon
receipt of the claim and determination
made under §151.12 (a), (b), and (c), de-
termine the amount authorized for
payment, which shall be the amount
actually available for payment from
any monies in the Treasury not other-
wise appropriated but subject to reim-
bursement (from any appropriations
which may be available or which may
be made available for the purpose) by
the Federal department or agency
under whose jurisdiction the fire oc-
curred. This shall be a sum no greater,
although it may be less, that the reim-
bursable amount determined by the Di-
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rector, FEMA, with respect to the
claim under §151.12 (a), (b) and (c).

(e) Upon receipt of written notifica-
tion from the claimant of its intention
to accept the amount authorized as full
settlement of the claim, accompanied
by a properly executed document of re-
lease, the Director will forward the
claim, a copy of the Director’s deter-
mination and the claimant’s document
of release to the Secretary of the
Treasury for payment of the claim in
the amount authorized.

(f) Subject to the discovery of addi-
tional material evidence, the Director
may reconsider any determination in
this section, whether or not made as
his final determination.

[49 FR 5929, Feb. 16, 1984, as amended at 49
FR 38119, Sept. 27, 1984]

§151.13 Reconsideration of amount au-
thorized for payment.

(a) If the claimant elects to protest
the amount authorized for payment,
after the applicable procedures of
§151.12 have been followed, it must
within 30 days of receipt of notification
of the amount authorized notify the
Director in writing of its objections
and set forth the reasons why the Di-
rector should reconsider the deter-
mination. The Director will upon no-
tice of protest and receipt of additional
evidence reconsider the determination
of the amount of Federal payments
under §151.12(a)(2) but not the deter-
mination of the amount of costs under
§151.12(a)(1). The Director shall cause a
reconsideration by the Secretary of the
Treasury of the amount actually avail-
able and authorized for payment by the
Treasury. The Director, upon receipt of
the Secretary of the Treasury’s recon-
sidered determination, will notify the
claimant in writing of the amount au-
thorized, upon reconsideration, for pay-
ment in full settlement of the claim.

(b) If the claimant elects to accept
the amount authorized, upon reconsid-
eration, for payment in full settlement
of its claims, it must within 30 days (or
a longer period of time acceptable to
the Director) of its receipt of that de-
termination notify the Director of its
acceptance in writing accompanied by
a properly executed document of re-
lease. Upon receipt of such notice and
document of release, the Director will
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forward the claim, a copy of the Direc-
tor’s final determination, and the
claimant’s document of release to the
Secretary of the Treasury for payment
of the claim in the amount of final au-
thorization.

§151.14 Adjudication.

If the claimant, after written notice
by the Director of the amount author-
ized for payment in full settlement of
the claim and after all applicable pro-
cedures of §§151.12 and 151.13 have been
followed elects to dispute the amount
authorized, it may then initiate action
in the United States Claims Court,
which shall have jurisdiction to adju-
dicate the claim and enter judgment in
accordance with section 11(d) of the
Act.

Subpart C—Administration,
Penalties

§151.21 [Reserved]

§151.22 Audits.

At the discretion of the Director, all
claims submitted under section 11 of
the Act and all records of the claimant
will be subject to audit by the Director
or his/her designee. In addition, the
Comptroller General of the United
States or his/her designee shall have
access to all books and records of all
claimants making claims under section
11.

§151.23 Penalties.

Claimant’s officials or others who
provide information or documentation
under this part are subject to, among
other laws, the criminal penalties of
Title 18 of the United States Code, sec-
tions 287 and 1001, which punish the
submission of false, fictitious or fraud-
ulent claims and the making of false,
fictitious or fraudulent statements and
which provide for a fine of not more
than $10,000 or imprisonment for not
more than five years, or both. For such
a violation, the person is likewise sub-
ject to the civil penalties set out in 31
U.S.C. 3729 and 3730.

§152.1
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§152.1 Purpose and eligible uses of
grant funds.

(a) This competitive grant program
will provide funding directly to fire de-
partments of a State for the purpose of
enhancing departments abilities to
protect the health and safety of the
public, as well as that of firefighting
personnel, facing fire and fire-related
hazards. Eligible applicants can submit
only one application per application
period. Departments that submit mul-
tiple applications in one application
period will have each of their applica-
tions deemed ineligible.

(b) Eligible applicants are fire de-
partments or fire departments of a
State which is defined as an agency or
organization that has a ‘““formally rec-
ognized arrangement’” with a State,
local or tribal authority (city, county,
parish, fire district, township, town, or
other non-Federal governing body) to
provide fire suppression services within
a fixed geographical area. A fire de-
partment can apply for assistance for
its emergency medical services unit
provided the unit falls organizationally
under the auspices of the fire depart-
ment. A municipality or fire district
may submit an application on behalf of
a fire department when the fire depart-
ment lacks the legal status to do so,
e.g., where the fire department falls
within the auspices of the munici-
pality. When a municipality or fire dis-
trict submits an application on behalf
of a fire department, the fire depart-
ment is precluded from submitting an
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