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§300.1 Definitions.

As used in this part:

(a) The Act means the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.

(b) Disaster assistance plans means
those plans which identify tasks need-
ed to deliver disaster assistance and to
avoid, reduce, or mitigate natural haz-
ards; make assignments to execute
those tasks; reflect State authorities
for executing disaster assignments; and
provide for adequate training of per-
sonnel in their disaster or mitigation
assignments.

(c) Mitigation means the process of
systematically evaluating the nature
and extent of vulnerability to the ef-
fects of natural hazards present in soci-
ety and planning and carrying out ac-
tions to minimize future vulnerability
to those hazards to the greatest extent
practicable.

(d) State means any State of the
United States, the District of Colum-
bia, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands,
Guam, American Samoa, Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, the Trust Territory of the Pa-
cific Islands, the Federated States of
Micronesia, or the Republic of the Mar-
shall Islands.

[54 FR 2128, Jan. 19, 1989]

§300.2 Technical assistance.

Requests for technical assistance
under section 201(b) of the Act shall be
made by the Governor or his/her des-
ignated representative to the Regional
Director.

(a) The request for technical assist-
ance shall indicate as specifically as
possible the objectives, nature, and du-

ration of the requested assistance; the
recipient agency or organization with-
in the State; the State official respon-
sible for utilizing such assistance; the
manner in which such assistance is to
be utilized; and any other information
needed for a full understanding of the
need for such requested assistance.

(b) The request for assistance re-
quires participation by the State in the
technical assistance process. As part of
its request for such assistance, the
State shall agree to facilitate coordi-
nation among FEMA, local govern-
ments, State agencies and the busi-
nesses and industries in need of assist-
ance in the areas of disaster prepared-
ness and mitigation.

[54 FR 2129, Jan. 19, 1989]

§300.3 Financial assistance.

(a) The Regional Director may pro-
vide to States upon written request by
the State Governor or an authorized
representative, an annual improvement
grant up to $50,000, but not to exceed 50
percent of eligible costs, except where
separate legislation requires or permits
a waiver of the State’s matching share,
e.g., with respect to “insular areas’, as
that term is defined at 48 U.S.C.
1469a(d). The nonFederal share in all
cases may exceed the Federal share.

(b) The improvement grant shall be
product-oriented; that is, it must
produce something measurable in a
way that determines specific results, to
substantiate compliance with the grant
workplan objectives and to evidence
contribution to the State’s disaster ca-
pability. The following list, which is
neither exhaustive nor ranked in priority
order, offers examples of eligible prod-
ucts under the Disaster Preparedness
Improvement Grant Program:

(1) Evaluations of natural hazards
and development of the programs and
actions required to mitigate such haz-
ards;

(2) Hazard mitigation activities, in-
cluding development of predisaster
natural hazard mitigation plans, poli-
cies, programs and strategies for State-
level multi-hazard mitigation;
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Federal Emergency Management Agency, DHS

(3) Updates to State disaster assist-
ance plans, including plans for the In-
dividual and Family Grant (IFG) Pro-
gram, Public Assistance Program, Haz-
ard Mitigation Grant Program, Dis-
aster Application Center operations,
damage assessment, etc.;

(4) Handbooks to implement State
disaster assistance program activities;

(5) Exercise materials (EXPLAN, sce-
nario, injects, etc.) to test and exercise
procedures for State efforts in disaster
response, including provision of indi-
vidual and public assistance;

(6) Standard operating procedures for
individual State agencies to execute
disaster responsibilities for IFG, crisis
counseling, mass care or other func-
tional responsibilities;

(7) Training for State employees in
their responsibilities under the State’s
disaster assistance plan;

(8) Report of formal analysis of State
enabling legislation and other authori-
ties to ensure efficient processing by
the State of applications by govern-
mental entities and individuals for
Federal disaster relief;

(9) An inventory of updated inven-
tory of State/local critical facilities
(including State/local emergency oper-
ations centers) and their proximity to
identified hazard areas;

(10) A tracking system of critical ac-
tions (identified in postdisaster cri-
tiques) to be executed by State or local
governments to improve disaster as-
sistance capabilities or reduce vulner-
ability to natural hazards.

(11) Plans or procedures for dealing
with disasters not receiving supple-
mentary Federal assistance;

(12) Damage assessment plans or pro-
cedures;

(13) Procedures for search and rescue
operations; and,

(14) Disaster accounting procedures.

(c) The State shall provide quarterly
financial and performance reports to
the Regional Director. Reporting shall
be by program quarter unless otherwise
agreed to by the Regional Director.

[54 FR 2129, Jan. 19, 1989]
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§302.1 Purpose.

(a) The regulations in this part pre-
scribe the requirements applicable to
the Emergency Management Assist-
ance (EMA) program for Federal finan-
cial contributions to the States, and
through the States to their political
subdivisions, for up to one half of the
necessary and essential State and local
civil defense personnel and administra-
tive expenses, under section 205 of the
Federal Civil Defense Act of 1950, as
amended, and set forth the conditions
under which such contributions will be
made.

(b) The intent of this program is to
increase civil defense operational capa-
bility at the State and local levels of
government by providing Federal fi-
nancial assistance so that personnel
and other resources can be made avail-
able for essential planning and other
administrative functions and activities
required in order to accomplish this ob-
jective.

§302.2 Definitions.

Except as otherwise stated or clearly
apparent by context, the definitions as-
cribed in this section to each of the
listed terms shall constitute their
meaning when used in the regulations
in this part. Terms not defined in this
part shall have the meaning set forth
in their definition, if any, in the Fed-
eral Civil Defense Act of 1950, as
amended.
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