§1321.55

shall work with elected community of-
ficials in the planning and service area
to designate one or more focal points
on aging in each community, as appro-
priate. The area agency shall list des-
ignated focal points in the area plan. It
shall be the responsibility of the area
agency, with the approval of the State
agency, to define ‘‘community’ for the
purposes of this section. Since the
Older Americans Act defines focal
point as a ‘‘facility’’ established to en-
courage the maximum collocation and
coordination of services for older indi-
viduals, special consideration shall be
given to developing and/or designating
multi-purpose senior centers as com-
munity focal points on aging. The area
agency on aging shall assure that serv-
ices financed under the Older Ameri-
cans Act in, or on behalf of, the com-
munity will be either based at, linked
to or coordinated with the focal points
designated. The area agency on aging
shall assure access from the designated
focal points to services financed under
the Older Americans Act. The area
agency on aging shall work with, or
work to assure that community leader-
ship works with, other applicable agen-
cies and institutions in the community
to achieve maximum collocation at,
coordination with or access to other
services and opportunities for the el-
derly from the designated community
focal points. The area agency may not
engage in any activity which is incon-
sistent with its statutory mission pre-
scribed in the Act or policies pre-
scribed by the State under §1321.11.

§1321.55 Organization and staffing of
the area agency.

(a) An area agency may be either:

(1) An agency whose single purpose is
to administer programs for older per-
sons; or

(2) A separate organizational unit
within a multi-purpose agency which
functions only for purposes of serving
as the area agency on aging. Where the
State agency on aging designates, as
an area agency on aging, a separate or-
ganizational unit of a multipurpose
agency which has been serving as an
area agency, the State agency action
shall not be subject to section
305(b)(5)(B) of the Act.
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(b) The area agency, once designated,
is responsible for providing for ade-
quate and qualified staff to perform all
of the functions prescribed in this part.

(c) The designated area agency con-
tinues to function in that capacity
until either:

(1) The area agency informs the State
agency that it no longer wishes to
carry out the responsibilities of an
area agency; or

(2) The State agency withdraws the
designation of the area agency as pro-
vided in §1321.35.

§1321'i57 Area agency advisory coun-
cil.

(a) Functions of council. The area
agency shall establish an advisory
council. The council shall carry out ad-
visory functions which further the area
agency’s mission of developing and co-
ordinating community-based systems
of services for all older persons in the
planning and service area. The council
shall advise the agency relative to:

(1) Developing and administering the
area plan;

(2) Conducting public hearings;

(3) Representing the interest of older
persons; and

(4) Reviewing and commenting on all
community policies, programs and ac-
tions which affect older persons with
the intent of assuring maximum co-
ordination and responsiveness to older
persons.

(b) Composition of council. The council
shall include individuals and represent-
atives of community organizations who
will help to enhance the leadership role
of the area agency in developing com-
munity-based systems of services. The
advisory council shall be made up of:

(1) More than 50 percent older per-
sons, including minority individuals
who are participants or who are eligi-
ble to participate in programs under
this part;

(2) Representatives of older persons;

(3) Representatives of health care
provider organizations, including pro-
viders of veterans’ health care (if ap-
propriate);

(4) Representatives of supportive
services providers organizations;

(5) Persons with leadership experi-
ence in the private and voluntary sec-
tors;
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