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§283.1 What does this part cover?

This part explains how States may be
considered for the ‘“‘Bonus to Reward
Decrease in lllegitimacy Ratio,”” as au-
thorized by section 403(a)(2) of the So-
cial Security Act. It describes the data
on which we will base the bonus, how
we will make the award, and how we
will determine the amount of the
award.

§283.2 What definitions apply to this
part?

The following definitions apply to
this part:

Abortions means induced pregnancy
terminations, including both medically
and surgically induced pregnancy ter-
minations. This term does not include
spontaneous abortions, i.e., mis-
carriages.

Act means the Social Security Act.

Bonus refers to the Bonus to Reward
Decrease in lllegitimacy Ratio, as set
forth in section 403(a)(2) of the Act.

Calculation period refers to the four
calendar years used for determining
the decrease in the out-of-wedlock
birth ratios for a bonus year. (The
years included in the calculation pe-
riod change from year to year.)
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Most recent two-year period for which
birth data are available means the most
recent two calendar years for which
the National Center for Health Statis-
tics has released final birth data by
State.

Most recent year for which abortion
data are available means the year that
is two calendar years prior to the cur-
rent calendar year. (For example, for
eligibility determinations made during
calendar year 1999, the most recent
year for which abortion data are avail-
able would be calendar year 1997.)

NCHS means the National Center for
Health Statistics, of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services.

Number of out-of-wedlock births for the
State means the final number of births
occurring outside of marriage to resi-
dents of the State, as reported in NCHS
vital statistics data.

Number of total births for the State
means the final total number of live
births to residents of the State, as re-
ported in NCHS vital statistics data.

Rate of abortions means the number of
abortions reported by the State in the
most recent year for which abortion
data are available divided by the
State’s total number of resident live
births reported in vital statistics for
that same year. (This measure is also
more traditionally known as the
‘“abortion to live birth ratio.”)

Ratio refers to the ratio of live out-
of-wedlock births to total live births,
as defined in §283.5(b).

State means the 50 States of the
United States, the District of Colum-
bia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
the United States Virgin Islands,
Guam, and American Samoa, as pro-
vided in section 419(a)(5) of the Act.

Vital statistics data means the data re-
ported by State health departments to
NCHS, through the Vital Statistics Co-
operative Program (VSCP).

We (and any other first person plural
pronouns) means the Secretary of
Health and Human Services or any of
the following individuals or organiza-
tions acting in an official capacity on
the Secretary’s behalf: the Assistant
Secretary for Children and Families,
the Regional Administrators for Chil-
dren and Families, the Department of
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Office of Family Assistance, ACF, HHS

Health and Human Services, and the
Administration for Children and Fami-
lies.

§283.3 What steps will we follow to
award the bonus?

(a) For each of the fiscal years 1999
through 2002, we will:

(1) Based on the vital statistics data
provided by NCHS as described in
§283.4, calculate the ratios for the most
recent two years for which final birth
data are available, and for the prior
two years, as described in §283.5;

(2) Calculate the proportionate
change between these two ratios, as de-
scribed in §283.5.

(3) Identify as potentially eligible a
maximum of eight States, i.e., Guam,
the Virgin Islands, and American
Samoa, and five other States, that
have qualifying decreases in their ra-
tios, using the methodology described
in §283.5;

(4) Notify these potentially eligible
States that we will consider them for
the bonus if they submit data on abor-
tions as stated in §283.6; and

(5) ldentify which of the potentially
eligible States that submitted the re-
quired data on abortions have experi-
enced decreases in their rates of abor-
tion relative to 1995, as described in
§283.7. These States will receive the
bonus.

(b) We will determine the amount of
the grant for each eligible State, based
on the number of eligible States, and
whether Guam, American Samoa, or
the Virgin Islands are eligible. No
State will receive a bonus award great-
er than $25 million in any year.

§283.4 If a State wants to be consid-
ered for bonus eligibility, what
birth data must it submit?

(a) To be considered for a bonus, the
State must have submitted data on
out-of-wedlock births as follows:

(1) The State must have submitted to
NCHS the final vital statistics data
files for all births occurring in the
State. These files must show, among
other elements, the total number of
live births and the total number of out-
of-wedlock live births occurring in the
State. These data must conform to the
Vital Statistics Cooperative Program
contract for all years in the calcula-

§283.5

tion period. This contract specifies,
among other things, the guidelines and
time-lines for submitting vital statis-
tics data files; and

(2) The State must have submitted
these data for the most recent two
years for which NCHS reports final
data, as well as for the previous two
years.

(b) If a State has changed its method
of determining marital status for the
purposes of these data, the State also
must have met the following require-
ments:

(1) The State has identified all years
for which the method of determining
marital status is different from that
used for the previous year;

(2) For those years identified under
paragraph (b)(1) of this section, the
State has either:

(i) Replicated as closely as possible a
consistent method for determining
marital status at the time of birth, and
the State has reported to NCHS the re-
sulting alternative number of out-of-
wedlock births; or

(i) If NCHS agrees that such replica-
tion is not methodologically feasible,
the State may chose to accept an
NCHS estimate of what the alternative
number would be;

(3) The State has submitted docu-
mentation to NCHS on what changes
occurred in the determination of mar-
ital status for those years and, if ap-
propriate, how it determined the alter-
native number of out-of-wedlock births
for the State; and

(4) For methodological changes that
were implemented prior to 1998 and ap-
plicable to data collected for the bonus
period, the State has submitted the in-
formation described in paragraphs
(b)(1), (2) and (3) of this section within
two months after April 14, 1999. For
such changes implemented during or
after 1998, the State must submit such
information either by the end of cal-
endar year 1999 or according to the
same deadline that applies to its vital
statistics data for that year, whichever
is later.

§283.5 How will we use these birth
data to determine bonus eligibility?

(@) We will base eligibility deter-
minations on final vital statistics data
provided by NCHS showing the number
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