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TANF program(s) in the State, we will 
notify the State that no further infor-
mation from, or action by, the State is 
required for the applicable two-cal-
endar-year period. 

(b) Based on our review of the State’s 
assessment and other information, if 
we determine that the increase in the 
State’s child poverty rate of five per-
cent or more is the result of the TANF 
program(s) in the State, we will notify 
the State that it must submit a correc-
tive action plan as specified in §§ 284.40 
and 284.45. 

§ 284.40 When is a corrective action 
plan due? 

Each State must submit a corrective 
action plan to ACF within 90 days of 
the date the State receives notice of 
our determination that, as a result of 
the TANF program(s) in the State, its 
child poverty rate increased by five 
percent or more for the applicable two- 
calendar-year period. 

§ 284.45 What are the contents and du-
ration of the corrective action plan? 

(a) The State must include in the 
corrective action plan: 

(1) An outline of the manner in which 
the State or Territory will reduce its 
child poverty rate; 

(2) A description of the actions it will 
take under the plan; and 

(3) Any actions to be taken under the 
plan by the Indian tribe(s) (or Tribal 
consortia) operating a TANF program 
in the State. 

(b) The State must implement the 
corrective action plan until it deter-
mines and notifies us that its child 
poverty rate, as determined in § 284.20, 
is less than the lowest child poverty 
rate on the basis of which the State 
was required to submit the corrective 
action plan. The ‘‘lowest child poverty 
rate’’ means the five percent threshold 
above the first year in the two-year 
comparison period. 

§ 284.50 What information will we use 
to determine the child poverty rate 
in each Territory? 

(a) Our intent is that, to the extent 
that reliable data are available and the 
procedures are appropriate, the Terri-
tories must meet the requirements in 
§§ 284.11 through 284.45 as specified for 

the 50 States and the District of Co-
lumbia. 

(b) When reliable Census Bureau data 
are available for the Territories, we 
will: 

(1) Notify the Territories through 
guidance of our intent to use these 
data in the implementation of this 
part; and 

(2) Begin the process by providing to 
each Territory the number and percent 
of children in poverty in each jurisdic-
tion, as specified in § 284.20(b). 
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Sec. 
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TANF program? 

Subpart B—Tribal TANF Funding 

286.20 How is the amount of a Tribal Family 
Assistance Grant (TFAG) determined? 

286.25 How will we resolve disagreements 
over the State-submitted data used to 
determine the amount of a Tribal Family 
Assistance Grant? 

286.30 What is the process for retrocession 
of a Tribal Family Assistance Grant? 

286.35 What are proper uses of Tribal Fam-
ily Assistance Grant funds? 

286.40 May a Tribe use the Tribal Family 
Assistance Grant to fund IDAs? 

286.45 What uses of Tribal Family Assist-
ance Grant funds are improper? 

286.50 Is there a limit on the percentage of 
a Tribal Family Assistance Grant that 
can be used for administrative costs? 

286.55 What types of costs are subject to the 
administrative cost limit on Tribal Fam-
ily Assistance Grants? 

286.60 Must Tribes obligate all Tribal Fam-
ily Assistance Grant funds by the end of 
the fiscal year in which they are award-
ed? 

Subpart C—Tribal TANF Plan Content and 
Processing 

286.65 How can a Tribe apply to administer 
a Tribal Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF) program? 

286.70 Who submits a Tribal Family Assist-
ance Plan? 
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286.75 What must be included in the Tribal 
Family Assistance Plan? 

286.80 What information on minimum work 
participation requirements must a Tribe 
include in its Tribal Family Assistance 
Plan? 

286.85 How will we calculate the work par-
ticipation rates? 

286.90 How many hours per week must an 
adult or minor head-of-household partici-
pate in work-related activities to count 
in the numerator of the work participa-
tion rate? 

286.95 What, if any, are the special rules 
concerning counting work for two-parent 
families? 

286.100 What activities count towards the 
work participation rate? 

286.105 What limitations concerning voca-
tional education, job search and job read-
iness assistance exist with respect to the 
work participation rate? 

286.110 What safeguards are there to ensure 
that participants in Tribal TANF work 
activities do not displace other workers? 

286.115 What information on time limits for 
the receipt of assistance must a Tribe in-
clude in its Tribal Family Assistance 
Plan? 

286.120 Can Tribes makes exceptions to the 
established time limit for families? 

286.125 Does the receipt of TANF benefits 
under a State or other Tribal TANF pro-
gram count towards a Tribe’s TANF time 
limit? 

286.130 Does the receipt of Welfare-to-Work 
(WtW) cash assistance count towards a 
Tribe’s TANF time limit? 

286.135 What information on penalties 
against individuals must be included in a 
Tribal Family Assistance Plan? 

286.140 What special provisions apply to vic-
tims of domestic violence? 

286.145 What is the penalty if an individual 
refuses to engage in work activities? 

286.150 Can a family, with a child under age 
6, be penalized because a parent refuses 
to work because (s)he cannot find child 
care? 

286.155 May a Tribe condition eligibility for 
Tribal TANF assistance on assignment of 
child support to the Tribe? 

286.160 What are the applicable time frames 
and procedures for submitting a Tribal 
Family Assistance Plan? 

286.165 How is a Tribal Family Assistance 
Plan amended? 

286.170 How may a Tribe petition for admin-
istrative review of disapproval of a TFAP 
or amendment? 

286.175 What special provisions apply to 
Alaska? 

286.180 What is the process for developing 
the comparability criteria that are re-
quired in Alaska? 

286.185 What happens when a dispute arises 
between the State of Alaska and the 

Tribal TANF eligible entities in the 
State related to the comparability cri-
teria? 

286.190 If the Secretary, the State of Alas-
ka, or any of the Tribal TANF eligible 
entities in the State of Alaska want to 
amend the comparability criteria, what 
is the process for doing so? 

Subpart D—Accountability and Penalties 

286.195 What penalties will apply to Tribes? 
286.200 How will we determine if Tribal 

Family Assistance Grant funds were mis-
used or intentionally misused? 

286.205 How will we determine if a Tribe 
fails to meet the minimum work partici-
pation rate(s)? 

286.210 What is the penalty for a Tribe’s 
failure to repay a Federal loan? 

286.215 When are the TANF penalty provi-
sions applicable? 

286.220 What happens if a Tribe fails to meet 
TANF requirements? 

286.225 How may a Tribe establish reason-
able cause for failing to meet a require-
ment that is subject to application of a 
penalty? 

286.230 What if a Tribe does not have rea-
sonable cause for failing to meet a re-
quirement? 

286.235 What penalties cannot be excused? 
286.240 How can a Tribe appeal our decision 

to take a penalty? 

Subpart E—Data Collection and Reporting 
Requirements 

286.245 What data collection and reporting 
requirements apply to Tribal TANF pro-
grams? 

286.250 What definitions apply to this sub-
part? 

286.255 What quarterly reports must the 
Tribe submit to us? 

286.260 May Tribes use sampling and elec-
tronic filing? 

286.265 When are quarterly reports due? 
286.270 What happens if the Tribe does not 

satisfy the quarterly reporting require-
ments? 

286.275 What information must Tribes file 
annually? 

286.280 When are annual reports due? 
286.285 How do the data collection and re-

porting requirements affect Public Law 
102–477 Tribes? 

AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 612. 

SOURCE: 65 FR 8530, Feb. 18, 2000, unless 
otherwise noted. 
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Subpart A—General Tribal TANF 
Provisions 

§ 286.1 What does this part cover? 
Section 412 of the Social Security 

Act allows Indian tribes to apply to op-
erate a Tribal Family Assistance pro-
gram. This part implements section 
412. It specifies: 

(a) who can apply to operate a Tribal 
Family Assistance program; 

(b) the requirements for the submis-
sion and contents of a Tribal Family 
Assistance Plan; 

(c) the determination of the amount 
of a Tribal Family Assistance Grant; 
and 

(d) other program requirements and 
procedures. 

§ 286.5 What definitions apply to this 
part? 

The following definitions apply under 
this part: 

ACF means the Administration for 
Children and Families. 

Act means the Social Security Act, 
unless otherwise specified. 

Administrative cost means costs nec-
essary for the proper administration of 
the TANF program. 

(1) It excludes the direct costs of pro-
viding program services. 

(i) For example, it excludes costs of 
providing diversion benefits and serv-
ices, providing program information to 
clients, screening and assessments, de-
velopment of employability plans, 
work activities, post-employment serv-
ices, work supports, information on 
and referral to Medicaid, Child Health 
Insurance Program (CHIP), Food 
Stamp and Native Employment Works 
(NEW) programs and case management. 

(ii) It excludes the salaries and ben-
efit costs for staff providing program 
services and the direct administrative 
costs associated with providing the 
services, such as the costs for supplies, 
equipment, travel, postage, utilities, 
rental of office space and maintenance 
of office space, and 

(iii) It excludes information tech-
nology and computerization needed for 
tracking and monitoring. 

(2) It includes the costs for general 
administration and coordination of 
this program, including contract costs 
for these functions and indirect (or 

overhead) costs. Some examples of ad-
ministrative costs include, but are not 
limited to: 

(i) Salaries and benefits and all other 
direct costs not associated with pro-
viding program services to individuals, 
including staff performing administra-
tive and coordination functions; 

(ii) Preparation of program plans, 
budgets, and schedules; 

(iii) Monitoring of programs and 
projects; 

(iv) Fraud and abuse units; 
(v) Procurement activities; 
(vi) Public relations; 
(vii) Services related to accounting, 

litigation, audits, management of prop-
erty, payroll, and personnel; 

(viii) Costs for the goods and services 
required for administration of the pro-
gram such as the costs for supplies, 
equipment, travel, postage, utilities, 
and rental of office space and mainte-
nance of office space, provided that 
such costs are not excluded as a direct 
administrative cost for providing pro-
gram services under paragraph (1) of 
this definition; 

(ix) Travel costs incurred for official 
business and not excluded as a direct 
administrative cost for providing pro-
gram services under paragraph (1) of 
this definition; 

(x) Management information systems 
not related to the tracking and moni-
toring of TANF requirements (e.g., for 
a personnel and payroll system for 
Tribal staff); and 

(xi) Preparing reports and other doc-
uments related to program require-
ments. 

Adult means an individual who is not 
a ‘‘minor child,’’ as defined below. 

Alaska Tribal TANF entity means the 
twelve Alaska Native regional non-
profit corporations in the State of 
Alaska and the Metlakatla Indian 
Community of the Annette Islands Re-
serve. 

Assistant Secretary means the Assist-
ant Secretary for Children and Fami-
lies, Department of Health and Human 
Services. 

Cash assistance, when provided to par-
ticipants in the Welfare-to-Work pro-
gram, has the meaning specified at 
§ 286.130. 
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