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inquiry or investigation. The medical con-
sultant may be an employee of the Depart-
ment or another person who has agreed to 
serve, with or without compensation, in that 
capacity. 

(7) The Department will advise the recipi-
ent hospital of its conclusions as soon as pos-
sible following the completion of a prelimi-
nary inquiry or investigation. Whenever 
final administrative findings following an in-
vestigation of a complaint of suspected life- 
threatening noncompliance cannot be made 
promptly, the Department will seek to no-
tify the recipient and the complainant of the 
Department’s decision on whether the mat-
ter will be immediately referred to the De-
partment of Justice pursuant to 45 CFR 80.8. 

(8) Except as necessary to determine or ef-
fect compliance, the Department will (i) in 
conducting preliminary inquiries and inves-
tigations, permit information provided by 
the recipient hospital to the Department to 
be furnished without names or other identi-
fying information relating to the infant and 
the infant’s family; and (ii) to the extent 
permitted by law, safeguard the confiden-
tiality of information obtained. 

[49 FR 1653, Jan. 12, 1984] 

PART 85—ENFORCEMENT OF NON-
DISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS 
OF HANDICAP IN PROGRAMS 
OR ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED BY 
THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
AND HUMAN SERVICES 

Sec. 
85.1 Purpose. 
85.2 Application. 
85.3 Definitions. 
85.4–85.10 [Reserved] 
85.11 Self-evaluation. 
85.12 Notice. 
85.13–85.20 [Reserved] 
85.21 General prohibitions against discrimi-

nation. 
85.22–85.30 [Reserved] 
85.31 Employment. 
85.32–85.40 [Reserved] 
85.41 Program accessibility: Discrimination 

prohibited. 
85.42 Program accessibility: Existing facili-

ties. 
85.43 Program accessibility: New construc-

tion and alterations. 
85.44–85.50 [Reserved] 
85.51 Communications. 
85.52–85.60 [Reserved] 
85.61 Compliance procedures. 
85.62 Coordination and compliance respon-

sibilities. 

AUTHORITY: 29 U.S.C. 794. 

SOURCE: 53 FR 25603, July 8, 1988, unless 
otherwise noted. 

EDITORIAL NOTE: At the request of the De-
partment of Health and Human Services, the 
‘‘Section-by-Section Analysis’’ portion of the 
preamble of the document published at 53 FR 
25595, July 8, 1988, as corrected at 53 FR 26559, 
July 13, 1988, appears at the end of Part 85. 

§ 85.1 Purpose. 

The purpose of this part is to effec-
tuate section 119 of the Rehabilitation, 
Comprehensive Services, and Develop-
mental Disabilities Amendments of 
1978, which amended section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 to prohibit 
discrimination on the basis of handicap 
in programs or activities conducted by 
Executive agencies or the United 
States Postal Service. 

§ 85.2 Application. 

This part applies to all programs or 
activities conducted by the agency, ex-
cept for programs or activities con-
ducted outside the United States that 
do not involve individuals with handi-
caps in the United States. 

§ 85.3 Definitions. 

For purposes of this part, the term— 
Agency means the Department of 

Health and Human Services or any 
component part of the Department of 
Health and Human Services that con-
ducts a program or activity covered by 
this part. Component agency means 
such component part. 

Assistant Attorney General means the 
Assistant Attorney General, Civil 
Rights Division, United States Depart-
ment of Justice. 

Auxiliary aids means services or de-
vices that enable persons with im-
paired sensory, manual, or speaking 
skills to have an equal opportunity to 
participate in, and enjoy the benefits 
of, programs or activities conducted by 
the agency. For example, auxiliary aids 
useful for persons with impaired vision 
include readers, Brailled materials, 
audio recordings, and other similar 
services and devices. Auxiliary aids 
useful for persons with impaired hear-
ing include telephone handset ampli-
fiers, telephones compatible with hear-
ing aids, telecommunication devices 
for deaf persons (TDD’s) interpreters, 
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notetakers, written materials, and 
other similar services and devices. 

Complete complaint means a written 
statement that contains the complain-
ant’s name and address and describes 
the agency’s alleged discriminatory ac-
tion in sufficient detail to inform the 
agency of the nature and date of the al-
leged violation of section 504. It shall 
be signed by the complainant or by 
someone authorized to do so on his or 
her behalf. Complaints filed on behalf 
of classes or third parties shall describe 
or identify (by name, if possible) the 
alleged victims of discrimination. 

Facility means all or any portion of 
buildings, structures, equipment, 
roads, walks, parking lots, rolling 
stock or other conveyances, or other 
real or personal property. 

Individual with Handicaps means any 
person who has a physical or mental 
impairment that substantially limits 
one or more major life activities, has a 
record of such an impairment, or is re-
garded as having such an impairment. 
As used in this definition, the phrase: 

(1) Physical or mental impairment in-
cludes: 

(i) Any physiological disorder or con-
dition, cosmetic disfigurement, or ana-
tomical loss affecting one or more of 
the following body systems: neuro-
logical; musculoskeletal; special sense 
organs; respiratory, including speech 
organs; cardiovascular; reproductive; 
digestive; genito-urinary; hemic and 
lymphatic; skin; and endocrine; or 

(ii) Any mental or psychological dis-
order, such as mental retardation, or-
ganic brain syndrome, emotional or 
mental illness, and specific learning 
disabilities. The term physical or mental 
impairment includes, but is not limited 
to, such diseases and conditions as or-
thopedic, visual, speech and hearing 
impairments, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, 
muscular dystrophy, multiple sclerosis, 
cancer, heart disease, diabetes, mental 
retardation, emotional illness, and 
drug addiction and alcoholism. 

(2) Major life activities includes func-
tions such as caring for one’s self, per-
forming manual tasks, walking, seeing, 
hearing, speaking, breathing, learning 
and working. 

(3) Has a record of such impairment 
means has a history of, or is 
misclassified as having, a mental or 

physical impairment that substantially 
limits one or more major life activi-
ties. 

(4) Is regarded as having an impairment 
means: 

(i) Has a physical or mental impair-
ment that does not substantially limit 
major life activities but is treated by 
the agency as constituting such a limi-
tation. 

(ii) Has a physical or mental impair-
ment that substantially limits major 
life activities only as a result of the at-
titudes of others toward such impair-
ment; or 

(iii) Has none of the impairments de-
fined in paragraph (1) of this definition 
but is treated by the agency as having 
such an impairment. 

OCR means the Office for Civil 
Rights of the Department of Health 
and Human Services. 

OCR Director/Special Assistant means 
the Director of the Office for Civil 
Rights, who serves concurrently as the 
Special Assistant to the Secretary for 
Civil Rights, or a designee of the Direc-
tor/Special Assistant. 

Qualified individual with handicaps 
means: 

(1) With respect to preschool, elemen-
tary, or secondary education services 
provided by the agency, an individual 
with handicaps who is a member of a 
class of persons otherwise entitled by 
statute, regulation, or agency policy to 
receive educational services from the 
agency; 

(2) With respect to any other agency 
program or activity under which a per-
son is required to perform services or 
to achieve a particular level of accom-
plishment, an individual with handi-
caps who meets the essential eligibility 
requirements and who can achieve the 
purpose of the program or activity 
without modifications in the program 
or activity that the agency can dem-
onstrate would result in a fundamental 
alteration in its nature; and 

(3) With respect to any other pro-
gram or activity, an individual with 
handicaps who meets the essential eli-
gibility requirements for participation 
in, or receipt of benefits from, that pro-
gram or activity; and 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 04:03 Oct 27, 2006 Jkt 208183 PO 00000 Frm 00396 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\208183.XXX 208183



387 

Department of Health and Human Services § 85.21 

(4) Qualified handicapped person as 
that term is defined for purposes of em-
ployment in 29 CFR 1613.702(f), which is 
made applicable to this part by § 85.31. 

Secretary means the Secretary of the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services or his/her designee. 

Section 504 means section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Pub. L. 93– 
112, 87 Stat. 394 (29 U.S.C. 794)), as 
amended by the Rehabilitation Act 
Amendments of 1974 (Pub. L. 93–516, 88 
Stat. 1617); the Rehabilitation, Com-
prehensive Services, and Develop-
mental Disabilities Amendments of 
1978 (Pub. L. 95–602, 92 Stat. 2955); the 
Rehabilitation Act Amendments of 1986 
(Pub. L 99–566, 100 Stat. 1810); and the 
Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987 
(Pub. L. 100–259, 102 Stat. 28). As used 
in this part, section 504 applies only to 
programs or activities conducted by 
the agency and not to federally as-
sisted programs. 

§§ 85.4–85.10 [Reserved] 

§ 85.11 Self-evaluation. 

(a) The agency shall, within one year 
of the effective date of this part, evalu-
ate its current policies and practices, 
and the effects thereof, that do not or 
may not meet the requirements of this 
part, and, to the extent modification of 
any such policies and practices is re-
quired, the agency shall proceed to 
make the necessary modifications. Any 
new operating or staff divisions estab-
lished within the agency shall have one 
year from the date of their establish-
ment to carry out this evaluation. 

(b) The agency shall provide an op-
portunity to interested persons, includ-
ing individuals with handicaps or orga-
nizations representing individuals with 
handicaps, to participate in the self- 
evaluation by submitting comments 
(both oral and written). 

(c) The agency shall, for at least 
three years following completion of the 
self-evaluation, maintain on file and 
make available for public inspection 
and copying— 

(1) A description of areas examined 
and any problems identified; and 

(2) A description of any modifications 
made. 

§ 85.12 Notice. 

The agency shall make available to 
employees, applicants, participants, 
beneficiaries, and other interested per-
sons such information regarding the 
provisions of this part and its applica-
bility to the programs or activities 
conducted by the agency, and make 
such information available to them in 
such a manner as the agency head finds 
necessary to apprise such persons of 
the protections against discrimination 
assured them by section 504 and this 
part. 

§§ 85.13–85.20 [Reserved] 

§ 85.21 General prohibitions against 
discrimination. 

(a) No qualified individual with 
handicaps shall, on the basis of handi-
cap, be excluded from participation in, 
be denied the benefits of, or otherwise 
be subjected to discrimination under 
any program or activity conducted by 
the agency. 

(b) (1) The agency, in providing any 
aid, benefit, or service, may not, di-
rectly or through contractual, licens-
ing, or other arrangements, on the 
basis of handicap— 

(i) Deny a qualified individual with 
handicaps the opportunity to partici-
pate in or benefit from the aid, benefit, 
or service; 

(ii) Afford a qualified individual with 
handicaps an opportunity to partici-
pate in or benefit from the aid, benefit, 
or service that is not equal to that af-
forded others; 

(iii) Provide a qualified individual 
with handicaps with an aid, benefit, or 
service that is not as effective in af-
fording equal opportunity to obtain the 
same result, to gain the same benefit, 
or to reach the same level of achieve-
ment as that provided to others; 

(iv) Provide different or separate 
aids, benefits, or services to individuals 
with handicaps or to any class or indi-
viduals with handicaps than is provided 
to others unless such action is nec-
essary to provide qualified individuals 
with handicaps with aids, benefits or 
services that are as effective as those 
provided to others; 
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