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§ 160.151–11 Approval procedure. 
(a) A manufacturer seeking approval 

of an inflatable liferaft must comply 
with the procedures in part 159, subpart 
159.005, of this chapter and in this sec-
tion. 

(b) A manufacturer seeking approval 
of an inflatable liferaft must submit an 
application meeting the requirements 
of § 159.005–5 of this chapter for 
preapproval review. To meet the re-
quirements of § 159.005–5(a)(2) of this 
chapter, the manufacturer shall sub-
mit— 

(1) General-arrangement drawing in-
cluding principal dimensions; 

(2) Seating-arrangement plan; 
(3) Plans for subassemblies; 
(4) Plans for carriage and, in detail, 

stowage of equipment; 
(5) Plans for the inflation system; 
(6) Plans for the outer container; 
(7) Plans for any lifting shackle or 

ring, including diameter in cross-sec-
tion, used for connecting the suspen-
sion tackle of a davit-launched inflat-
able liferaft to the automatic dis-
engaging device used for its hoisting 
and lowering; 

(8) Other drawing(s) necessary to 
show that the inflatable liferaft com-
plies with the requirements of this sub-
part; 

(9) Description of methods of seam 
and joint construction; 

(10) Samples and identification of 
each material used in the buoyancy 
chambers, floor, and canopy, including 
the identity of their manufacturers, 
and segments of each type of seam 
made from such materials; and 

(11) Complete data pertinent to the 
installation and use of the proposed in-
flatable liferaft, including the max-
imum proposed height of its installa-
tion above the water, and the max-
imum length of the sea painter in-
stalled in the inflatable liferaft. 

§ 160.151–13 Fabrication of prototype 
inflatable liferafts for approval. 

If the manufacturer is notified that 
the information submitted in accord-
ance with § 160.151–11 is satisfactory to 
the Commandant, fabrication of a pro-
totype inflatable liferaft must proceed 
in the following sequence: 

(a) The manufacturer shall arrange 
for an independent laboratory to in-

spect the liferaft during its fabrication 
and prepare an inspection report meet-
ing the requirements of § 159.005–11 of 
this chapter. The independent labora-
tory shall conduct at least one inspec-
tion during layup of the buoyancy 
tubes of the liferaft, at least one in-
spection of the finished liferaft when 
fully inflated, and as many other in-
spections as are necessary to determine 
that the liferaft— 

(1) Is constructed by the methods and 
with the materials specified in the 
plans; 

(2) Passes the applicable inspections 
and tests required by § 160.151–31; and 

(3) Conforms with the manufacturer’s 
plans. 

(b) The manufacturer shall submit 
the independent laboratory’s inspec-
tion report to the Commandant for re-
view. 

(c) If, after review of the inspection 
report of the independent laboratory, 
the Commandant notifies the manufac-
turer that the liferaft is in compliance 
with the requirements of this subpart, 
the manufacturer may proceed with 
the approval tests required under 
§§ 160.151–27 and 160.151–29. 

(d) The manufacturer shall notify the 
cognizant OCMI of where the approval 
tests required under §§ 160.151–27 and 
160.151–29 will take place and arrange 
with the OCMI a testing schedule that 
allows for a Coast Guard inspector to 
travel to the site where the testing is 
to be performed. 

(e) The manufacturer shall admit the 
Coast Guard inspector to any place 
where work or testing is performed on 
inflatable liferafts or their component 
parts and materials for the purpose 
of— 

(1) Assuring that the quality-assur-
ance program of the manufacturer is 
satisfactory; 

(2) Witnessing tests; and 
(3) Taking samples of parts or mate-

rials for additional inspections or tests. 
(f) The manufacturer shall make 

available to the Coast Guard inspector 
the affidavits or invoices from the sup-
pliers of all essential materials used in 
the production of inflatable liferafts, 
together with records identifying the 
lot numbers of the liferafts in which 
such materials were used. 
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