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Subpart A—General Provisions

§178.115
sels.
An existing vessel must comply with
the intact stability and seaworthiness
regulations which were applicable to
the vessel on March 10, 1996, or, as an
alternative, the vessel may comply
with the regulations in this part.

Applicability to existing ves-

Subpart B—Stability Instructions for
Operating Personnel
§178.210 Stability information.

(a) Stability information (stability
details indicated on the Certificate of

§178.230

Inspection, a stability letter, or a sta-
bility booklet) is required on certain
vessels by paragraphs (b) or (c) of this
section. Enough stability information,
including stability calculations and as-
sumptions made to use them, must be
provided to allow the master to be able
to determine operating guidelines,
loading restrictions, and ensure com-
pliance with the applicable intact and
damage stability regulations of this
chapter.

(b) A vessel which, under §178.310,
must comply with requirements in sub-
chapter S of this chapter, must have
stability details on the vessel’s Certifi-
cate of Inspection, a stability letter
issued by the cognizant Officer in
Charge, Marine Inspection (OCMI) or
the Commanding Officer, Marine Safe-
ty Center, or an approved stability
booklet. The form in which the sta-
bility information must be contained
(i.e., stability details on the Certificate
of Inspection, a stability letter, or a
stability booklet) will be determined
by the Commanding Officer, Marine
Safety Center.

() When necessary for safe oper-
ation, the cognizant OCMI may place
specific stability restrictions in a sta-
bility letter or on the Certificate of In-
spection of a vessel of not more than
19.8 meters (65 feet) in length, which,
under §178.310 of this part, must com-
ply with the requirements of §178.320 of
this part.

§178.220 Stability booklet.

When the Commanding Officer, Ma-
rine Safety Center determines, in ac-
cordance with §178.210(b), that a vessel
must have a stability booklet, the
owner or operator must prepare the
booklet in accordance with subchapter
S of this chapter, and submit it to the
Commanding Officer, Marine Safety
Center.

§178.230 Stability letter or Certificate
of Inspection stability details.

(a) When the cognizant OCMI or the
Commanding Officer, Marine Safety
Center determines, in accordance with
§178.210, that a vessel must have sta-
bility details indicated on its Certifi-
cate of Inspection or a stability letter,
the owner or operator must submit the
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§178.310

information listed in paragraph (b) of
this section:

(1) If §178.210(c) is applicable, to the
OCMI for approval; or

(2) If §178.210(b) is applicable, to the
Commanding Officer, Marine Safety
Center for approval.

(b) The following applicable informa-
tion, and the necessary calculations
used to determine that information,
must be submitted as required by para-
graph (a) of this section:

(1) Allowable number of passengers
and crew on each deck;

(2) Deepest waterline
freeboard;

(3) Location of watertight bulkheads
and openings in watertight bulkheads;

(4) Explanation of the vessel’s sub-
division and specific identification of
the vessel’s subdivision bulkheads;

(5) Location of openings through wa-
tertight bulkheads, such as watertight
doors, which must be closed to limit
flooding in an emergency;

(6) Location, type and amount of
fixed ballast;

(7) Location and details of foam flo-
tation material; and

(8) Maximum weight of portable
equipment permitted on the vessel in-
cluding diving equipment.

drafts or

Subpart C—Intact Stability
Standards

§178.310 Applicability based on length
and passenger capacity.

(a) A vessel of not more than 19.8 me-
ters (65 feet) in length must meet the
applicable requirements of §178.320 or
178.325, or of §§170.170, 170.173, and
171.050 in subchapter S of this chapter,
if:

(1) Carrying not more than 150 pas-
sengers on a domestic voyage;

(2) Carrying not more than 12 pas-
sengers on an international voyage; or

(3) It has not more than one deck
above the bulkhead deck, exclusive of a
pilot house.

(b) The following vessels must meet
the appropriate requirements of
§§170.170, 170.173, 171.050, 171.055, and
171.057 in subchapter S of this chapter;

(1) A vessel of more than 19.8 meters
(65 feet) in length;
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(2) A vessel carrying more than 12
passengers on an international voyage;
and

(3) A vessel with more than 1 deck
above the bulkhead deck exclusive of a
pilot house.

[CGD 85-080, 61 FR 966, Jan. 10, 1996, as
amended at 62 FR 51356, Sept. 30, 1997]

§178.320 Intact stability requirements.

(a) A vessel, except a pontoon vessel
operating on protected waters, must
undergo a simplified stability proof
test in accordance with §178.330 of this
part in the presence of a Coast Guard
marine inspector.

(b) A pontoon vessel operating on
protected waters must undergo a sim-
plified stability proof test in accord-
ance with §178.340 of this part in the
presence of a Coast Guard marine in-
spector.

(c) The cognizant OCMI may dispense
with the simplified stability proof test
in §178.330 for a vessel carrying not
more than 49 passengers where it can
be established that, due to the form,
arrangement, construction, number of
decks, route, and operating restrictions
of the vessel, the vessel’s stability can
be safely determined without such a
test. Vessels which carry deck cargo
must undergo a simplified stability
proof test.

(d) A vessel whose stability is ques-
tioned by the cognizant OCMI must be
shown by design calculations to meet
the applicable stability criteria of
§§170.170, 170.173, and 171.050 in sub-
chapter S of this chapter in each condi-
tion of loading and operation.

(e) A simplified stability proof test in
accordance with §178.330 is conducted
to determine if a vessel, as built and
operated, has a minimum level of ini-
tial stability. Failure of the simplified
test does not necessarily mean that the
vessel lacks stability for the intended
route, service, and operating condition,
but that calculations or other methods
must be used to evaluate the stability
of the vessel.

[CGD 85-080, 61 FR 966, Jan. 10, 1996; 61 FR
20557, May 7, 1996]
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