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NOTE TO PART 550: In accordance with 44
U.S.C. 3518(c)(1)(B), and except for investiga-
tions undertaken with reference to a cat-
egory of individuals or entities (e.g., an en-
tire industry), any information requests or
requirements in this part 550 are not subject
to the requirements of section 3507 of the Pa-
perwork Reduction Act because such collec-
tions of information are pursuant to a civil,
administrative action or investigation by an
agency of the United States against specific
individuals or entities.

Subpart A—General Provisions

§550.101 Purpose.

It is the purpose of the regulations of
this part to declare certain conditions
resulting from governmental actions
by foreign nations or from the competi-
tive methods or practices of owners,
operators, agents, or masters of vessels
of a foreign country unfavorable to
shipping in the foreign trade of the
United States and to establish proce-
dures by which persons who are or can
reasonably expect to be adversely af-
fected by such conditions may petition
the Federal Maritime Commission for
the issuance of regulations under the
authority of section 19 of the Merchant
Marine Act of 1920. It is the further
purpose of the regulations of this part
to afford notice of the general cir-
cumstances under which the authority
granted to the Commission under sec-
tion 19 may be invoked and the nature

of the regulatory actions con-
templated.
§550.102 Scope.

Regulatory actions may be taken
when the Commission finds, on its own
motion or upon petition, that a foreign
government has promulgated and en-
forced or intends to enforce laws, de-
crees, regulations or the like, or has
engaged in or intends to engage in
practices which presently have or pro-
spectively could create conditions un-
favorable to shipping in the foreign
trade of the United States, or when
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