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vehicle, or of some person on board or 
within sight. 

(2) In radiotelegraphy, the inter-
national urgency signal consists of 
three repetitions of the group ‘‘XXX,’’ 
sent before the call, with the letters of 
each group and the successive groups 
clearly separated from each other. 

(3) In radiotelephony, the inter-
national urgency signal consists of 
three oral repetitions of the group of 
words ‘‘PAN PAN’’, each word of the 
group pronounced as the French word 
‘‘PANNE’’ and sent before the call. 

(4) For GMDSS, urgency calls result 
in an audible alarm and visual indica-
tion that the station sending this sig-
nal has a very urgent message to trans-
mit concerning the safety of a ship, 
aircraft, or other vehicle, or of some 
person on board or within sight. 

Vessel traffic service (VTS). A U.S. 
Coast Guard traffic control service for 
ships in designated water areas to pre-
vent collisions, groundings and envi-
ronmental harm. 

Watch. The act of listening on a des-
ignated frequency. 

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 52 
FR 7417, Mar. 11, 1987; 52 FR 35244, Sept. 18, 
1987; 56 FR 3783, Jan. 31, 1991; 57 FR 26778, 
June 16, 1992; 58 FR 16504, Mar. 29, 1993; 60 FR 
35510, July 10, 1995; 63 FR 29658, June 1, 1998; 
68 FR 46959, Aug. 7, 2003] 

Subpart B—Applications and 
Licenses 

§ 80.11 Scope. 

This subpart contains the procedures 
and requirements for the filing of ap-
plications for licenses to operate radio 
facilities in the maritime services. 
Part 1 of the Commission’s rules con-
tains the general rules of practice and 
procedure applicable to proceedings be-
fore the FCC. 

§ 80.13 Station license required. 

(a) Except as noted in paragraph (c) 
of this section, stations in the mari-
time service must be licensed by the 
FCC either individually or by fleet. 

(b) One ship station license will be 
granted for operation of all maritime 
services transmitting equipment on 
board a vessel. Radiotelegraph and nar-
row-band directing-printing equipment 

will not be authorized, however, unless 
specifically requested by the applicant. 

(c) A ship station is licensed by rule 
and does not need an individual license 
issued by the FCC if the ship station is 
not subject to the radio equipment car-
riage requirements any statute, treaty 
or agreement to which the United 
States is signatory, the ship station 
does not travel to foreign ports, and 
the ship station does not make inter-
national communications. A ship sta-
tion licensed by rule is authorized to 
transmit radio signals using a marine 
radio operating in the 156–162 MHz 
band, any type of EPIRB, and any type 
of radar installation. All other trans-
missions must be authorized under a 
ship station license. Even though an 
individual license is not required, a 
ship station licensed by rule must be 
operated in accordance with all appli-
cable operating requirements, proce-
dures, and technical specifications 
found in this part. 

[61 FR 58010, Nov. 12, 1996, as amended at 62 
FR 40304, July 28, 1997] 

§ 80.15 Eligibility for station license. 
(a) General. A station license cannot 

be granted to or held by a foreign gov-
ernment or its representative. 

(b) Public coast stations and Alaska- 
public fixed stations. A station license 
for a public coast station or an Alaska- 
public fixed station cannot be granted 
to or held by: 

(1) Any alien or the representative of 
any alien; 

(2) Any foreign government or its 
representative; 

(3) Any corporation organized under 
the laws of any foreign government; 

(4) Any corporation of which more 
than one-fifth of the capital stock is 
owned of record or voted by aliens or 
their representatives or by a foreign 
government or its representative, or by 
a corporation organized under the laws 
of a foreign country; or 

(5) Any corporation directly or indi-
rectly controlled by any other corpora-
tion of which more than one-fourth of 
the capital stock is owned of record or 
voted by aliens, their representatives, 
or by a foreign government or its rep-
resentatives, or by any corporation or-
ganized under the laws of a foreign 
country, if the Commission finds that 
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the public interest will be served by 
the refusal or revocation of such li-
cense. 

(c) Private coast and marine utility sta-
tions. The supplemental eligibility re-
quirements for private coast and ma-
rine utility stations are contained in 
§ 80.501(a). 

(d) Ship stations. A ship station li-
cense may only be granted to: 

(1) The owner or operator of the ves-
sel; 

(2) A subsidiary communications cor-
poration of the owner or operator of 
the vessel; 

(3) A State or local government sub-
division; or 

(4) Any agency of the U.S. Govern-
ment subject to section 301 of the Com-
munications Act. 

(e) EPIRB stations. (1) Class A or 
Class B EPIRB stations will be author-
ized for use on board the following 
types of vessels until December 31, 2006: 

(i) Vessels authorized to carry sur-
vival craft; or 

(ii) Vessels expected to travel in wa-
ters beyond the range of marine VHF 
distress coverage which is generally 
considered to be more than 32 kilo-
meters (approximately 20 miles) off-
shore; or 

(iii) Vessels required to be fitted with 
EPIRB’s to comply with U.S. Coast 
Guard regulations. 

(2) A 406.0–406.1 MHz EPIRB may be 
used by any ship required by U.S. Coast 
Guard regulations to carry an EPIRB 
or by any ship that is equipped with a 
VHF ship radio station. An 
INMARSAT–E EPIRB may be used by 
any ship required by U.S. Coast Guard 
regulations to carry an EPIRB or by 
any ship that is equipped with a VHF 
radio station, provided that the ship is 
not operating in sea area A4 as defined 
in § 80.1069(a)(4). 

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 53 
FR 37308, Sept. 26, 1988; 58 FR 33344, June 17, 
1993; 61 FR 55581, Oct. 28, 1996; 68 FR 46960, 
Aug. 7, 2003; 69 FR 64671, Nov. 8, 2004] 

§ 80.17 Administrative classes of sta-
tions. 

(a) Stations in the Maritime Mobile 
Service are licensed according to class 
of station as follows: 

(1) Public coast stations. 
(2) Private coast stations. 

(3) Maritime support stations. 
(4) Ship stations. The ship station li-

cense may include authority to operate 
other radio station classes aboard ship 
such as; radionavigation, on-board, sat-
ellite, EPIRB, radiotelephone, radio-
telegraph and survival craft. 

(5) Marine utility stations. 
(b) Stations on land in the Maritime 

Radiodetermination Service are li-
censed according to class of station as 
follows: 

(1) Shore radiolocation stations. 
(2) Shore radionavigation stations. 
(c) Fixed stations in the Fixed Serv-

ice associated with the maritime serv-
ices are licensed as follows: 

(1) Operational fixed stations. 
(2) Alaska-public fixed stations. 
(3) Alaska-private fixed stations. 

§ 80.21 Supplemental information re-
quired. 

Applications must contain supple-
mentary information as indicated in 
this section. Other supplemental infor-
mation may be required by other rule 
sections of this part concerning par-
ticular maritime services. 

(a) Each application for a new public 
coast station operating on frequencies 
in the band 156–162 MHz must include 
as supplementary information a chart, 
with supporting data, showing the 
service area contour computed in ac-
cordance with subpart P of this part. 

(b) Each application for a new public 
coast station operating on frequencies 
in the band 156–162 MHz to be located 
within the coordination boundaries of 
‘‘Arrangement ‘‘A’’ of the Canada/ 
U.S.A. Frequency Coordination Agree-
ment above 30 MHz’’, must comply 
with the provisions of the ‘‘Canada/ 
U.S.A. Channeling Agreement for VHF 
Maritime, Public Correspondence’’ as 
contained in § 80.57. 

(c) A new station on a vessel not lo-
cated in the United States must not be 
documented or otherwise registered by 
any foreign authority. The foreign au-
thorities where the vessel is located 
will not or cannot license the vessel 
radio equipment and can not object to 
the licensing of the equipment by the 
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