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distance from the measuring instru-
ment. 

Telephone maintenance licensee. Com-
munications common carriers engaged 
in the provision of landline local ex-
change telephone service, or inter-
exchange communications service, or 
who provide wire-telegraph service, and 
radio communications common car-
riers authorized in the Point-to-Point 
Microwave Radio Service under part 21 
of this chapter. Resellers that do not 
own or control transmission facilities 
is not included in this category. 

Travelers’ information station. A base 
station in the Local Government Radio 
Service used to transmit non-commer-
cial, voice information pertaining to 
traffic and road conditions, traffic haz-
ard and traveler advisories, directions, 
availability of lodging, rest stops, and 
service stations, and descriptions of 
local points of interest. 

Trunk (telephony). A one or two-way 
channel provided as a common traffic 
artery between switching equipment. 

Trunk group. All of the trunks of a 
given type of characteristic that ex-
tend between two switching points. 

Trunked radio system. A radio system 
employing technology that provides 
the ability to search two or more avail-
able channels and automatically assign 
a user an open channel. 

220 MHz service. The radio service for 
the licensing of frequencies in the 220– 
222 MHz band. 

Universal Licensing System (ULS). The 
consolidated database, application fil-
ing system and processing system for 
all Wireless Telecommunications Serv-
ices. The ULS offers Wireless Tele-
communications Bureau (WTB) appli-
cants and the general public electronic 
filing of all applications requests, and 
full public access to all WTB licensing 
data. 

Urbanized area. A city and the sur-
rounding closely settled territories. 

[43 FR 54791, Nov. 22, 1978] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 90.7, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and on GPO Access. 

Subpart B—Public Safety Radio 
Pool 

SOURCE: 62 FR 18845, Apr. 17, 1997, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 90.15 Scope. 
The Public Safety Radio Pool covers 

the licensing of the radio communica-
tions of governmental entities and the 
following category of activities: Med-
ical services, rescue organizations, vet-
erinarians, persons with disabilities, 
disaster relief organizations, school 
buses, beach patrols, establishments in 
isolated places, communications stand-
by facilities, and emergency repair of 
public communications facilities. Enti-
ties not meeting these eligibility cri-
teria may also be licensed in the Public 
Safety Radio Pool solely to provide 
service to eligibles on one-way paging- 
only frequencies below 800 MHz, i.e., 
those frequencies with the assignment 
limitations appearing at § 90.20(d)(13) or 
(d)(60). Private carrier systems licensed 
on other channels prior to June 1, 1990, 
may continue to provide radio commu-
nications service to eligibles. Rules as 
to eligibility for licensing, frequencies 
available, permissible communications 
and classes and number of stations, and 
any special requirements are set forth 
in the following sections. 

§ 90.16 Public Safety National Plan. 
The Commission has established a 

National Plan which specifies special 
policies and procedures governing the 
Public Safety Pool (formally Public 
Safety Radio Services and the Special 
Emergency Radio Service). The Na-
tional Plan is contained in the Report 
and Order in General Docket No. 87–112. 
The principal spectrum resource for 
the National Plan is the 806–809 MHz 
and the 851–854 MHz bands at locations 
farther then 110 km (68.4 miles) from 
the U.S./Mexico border and 140 km (87 
miles) from the U.S./Canadian border 
(‘‘border regions’’). In the border re-
gions, the principal spectrum for the 
National Plan may be different. The 
National plan establishes planning re-
gions covering all parts of the United 
States, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands. No assignments will be 
made in the spectrum designated for 
the National Plan until a regional plan 
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for the area has been accepted by the 
Commission. 

[69 FR 67837, Nov. 22, 2004] 

§ 90.20 Public Safety Pool. 
(a) Eligibility. The following are eligi-

ble to hold authorizations in the Public 
Safety Pool. 

(1) Any territory, possession, state, 
city, county, town or similar govern-
mental entity is eligible to hold au-
thorizations in the Public Safety Pool 
to operate radio stations for trans-
mission of communications essential 
to official activities of the licensee, in-
cluding: 

(i) A district and an authority; 
(ii) A governmental institution au-

thorized by law to provide its own po-
lice protection; 

(iii) Persons or entities engaged in 
the provision of basic or advanced life 
support services on an ongoing basis 
are eligible to hold authorization to op-
erate stations for transmission of com-
munications essential for the delivery 
or rendition of emergency medical 
services for the provision of basic or 
advanced life support. Applications 
submitted by persons or organizations 
(governmental or otherwise) other than 
the governmental body having jurisdic-
tion over the state’s emergency med-
ical service plans must be accompanied 
by a statement prepared by the govern-
mental body having jurisdiction over 
the state’s emergency medical services 
plan indicating that the applicant is 
included in the state’s emergency plan 
or otherwise supporting the applica-
tion; 

(iv) Governmental entities and gov-
ernmental agencies for their own med-
ical activities; and 

(v) Governmental entities and gov-
ernmental agencies for providing med-
ical services communications to other 
eligible persons through direct partici-
pation in and direct operational con-
trol of the system, such as through 
central dispatch service. 

(2) Persons or organizations other 
than governmental entities are eligible 
to hold authorizations in the Public 
Safety Pool to operate radio stations 
for transmission of communications, as 
listed below. When requesting fre-
quencies not designated by a ‘‘PS’’ in 
the coordinator column of the fre-

quency table in paragraph (c)(3) of this 
section, applications must be accom-
panied by a statement from the govern-
mental entity having legal jurisdiction 
over the area to be served, supporting 
the request: 

(i) Persons or organizations charged 
with specific fire protection activities; 

(ii) Persons or organizations charged 
with specific forestry-conservation ac-
tivities; 

(iii) Persons or organizations, listed 
below, engaged in the delivery or ren-
dition of medical services to the public 
and on a secondary basis, for trans-
mission of messages related to the effi-
cient administration of organizations 
and facilities engaged in medical serv-
ices operations: 

(A) Hospital establishments that 
offer services, facilities, and beds for 
use beyond 24 hours in rendering med-
ical treatment; 

(B) Institutions and organizations 
regularly engaged in providing medical 
services through clinics, public health 
facilities, and similar establishments; 

(C) Ambulance companies regularly 
engaged in providing medical ambu-
lance services; 

(D) Rescue organizations for the lim-
ited purpose of participation in pro-
viding medical services; 

(E) Associations comprised of two or 
more of the organizations eligible 
under paragraph (a)(2)(iii) (A), (B), (C), 
and (D) of this section, for the purpose 
of active participation in and direct 
operational control of the medical 
services communication activities of 
such organizations; or 

(F) Physicians, schools of medicine, 
oral surgeons, and associations of phy-
sicians or oral surgeons; 

(iv) Persons or organizations oper-
ating a rescue squad for transmission 
of messages pertaining to the safety of 
life or property and urgent messages 
necessary for the rendition of an effi-
cient emergency rescue service. 

(A) Each rescue squad will normally 
be authorized to operate one base sta-
tion, and a number of mobile units (ex-
cluding hand carried mobile units) not 
exceeding the number of vehicles actu-
ally used in emergency rescue oper-
ations. 

(B) In addition, each rescue squad 
will be authorized to operate a number 
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