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Federal Communications Commission § 97.3 

Subpart F—Qualifying Examination Systems 

97.501 Qualifying for an amateur operator 
license. 

97.503 Element standards. 
97.505 Element credit. 
97.507 Preparing an examination. 
97.509 Administering VE requirements. 
97.511 Examinee conduct. 
97.513 VE session manager requirements. 
97.515–97.517 [Reserved] 
97.519 Coordinating examination sessions. 
97.521 VEC qualifications. 
97.523 Question pools. 
97.525 Accrediting VEs. 
97.527 Reimbursement for expenses. 

APPENDIX 1 TO PART 97—PLACES WHERE THE 
AMATEUR SERVICE IS REGULATED BY THE 
FCC 

APPENDIX 2 TO PART 97—VEC REGIONS 

AUTHORITY: 48 Stat. 1066, 1082, as amended; 
47 U.S.C. 154, 303. Interpret or apply 48 Stat. 
1064–1068, 1081–1105, as amended; 47 U.S.C. 
151–155, 301–609, unless otherwise noted. 

SOURCE: 54 FR 25857, June 20, 1989, unless 
otherwise noted. 

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to 
part 97 appear at 63 FR 54077, Oct. 8, 1998. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 97.1 Basis and purpose. 

The rules and regulations in this part 
are designed to provide an amateur 
radio service having a fundamental 
purpose as expressed in the following 
principles: 

(a) Recognition and enhancement of 
the value of the amateur service to the 
public as a voluntary noncommercial 
communication service, particularly 
with respect to providing emergency 
communications. 

(b) Continuation and extension of the 
amateur’s proven ability to contribute 
to the advancement of the radio art. 

(c) Encouragement and improvement 
of the amateur service through rules 
which provide for advancing skills in 
both the communication and technical 
phases of the art. 

(d) Expansion of the existing res-
ervoir within the amateur radio service 
of trained operators, technicians, and 
electronics experts. 

(e) Continuation and extension of the 
amateur’s unique ability to enhance 
international goodwill. 

§ 97.3 Definitions. 
(a) The definitions of terms used in 

part 97 are: 
(1) Amateur operator. A person named 

in an amateur operator/primary license 
station grant on the ULS consolidated 
licensee database to be the control op-
erator of an amateur station. 

(2) Amateur radio services. The ama-
teur service, the amateur-satellite 
service and the radio amateur civil 
emergency service. 

(4) Amateur service. A 
radiocommunication service for the 
purpose of self-training, intercommuni-
cation and technical investigations 
carried out by amateurs, that is, duly 
authorized persons interested in radio 
technique solely with a personal aim 
and without pecuniary interest. 

(5) Amateur station. A station in an 
amateur radio service consisting of the 
apparatus necessary for carrying on 
radiocommunications. 

(6) Automatic control. The use of de-
vices and procedures for control of a 
station when it is transmitting so that 
compliance with the FCC Rules is 
achieved without the control operator 
being present at a control point. 

(7) Auxiliary station. An amateur sta-
tion, other than in a message for-
warding system, that is transmitting 
communications point-to-point within 
a system of cooperating amateur sta-
tions. 

(8) Bandwidth. The width of a fre-
quency band outside of which the mean 
power of the transmitted signal is at-
tenuated at least 26 dB below the mean 
power of the transmitted signal within 
the band. 

(9) Beacon. An amateur station trans-
mitting communications for the pur-
poses of observation of propagation and 
reception or other related experi-
mental activities. 

(10) Broadcasting. Transmissions in-
tended for reception by the general 
public, either direct or relayed. 

(11) Call sign system. The method used 
to select a call sign for amateur sta-
tion over-the-air identification pur-
poses. The call sign systems are: 

(i) Sequential call sign system. The call 
sign is selected by the FCC from an al-
phabetized list corresponding to the ge-
ographic region of the licensee’s mail-
ing address and operator class. The call 
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