23.403

(2) Develop and implement affirma-
tive procurement programs in accord-
ance with direction in RCRA and the
Executive order.

[65 FR 36019, June 6, 2000]

23.403 Policy.

Government policy on the use of re-
covered materials considers cost, avail-
ability of competition, and perform-
ance. The objective is to acquire com-
petitively, in a cost-effective manner,
products that meet reasonable per-
formance requirements and that are
composed of the highest percentage of
recovered materials practicable.

[65 FR 36019, June 6, 2000]

23.404 Agency affirmative
ment programs.

procure-

(a) For EPA-designated products, an
agency must establish an affirmative
procurement program, if the agency’s
purchases meet the threshold in
23.405(a). Technical or requirements
personnel and procurement personnel
are responsible for the preparation, im-
plementation, and monitoring of af-
firmative procurement programs.
Agency affirmative procurement pro-
grams must include—

(1) A recovered materials preference
program,;

(2) An agency promotion program;

(3) A program for requiring reason-
able estimates, certification, and
verification of recovered material used
in the performance of contracts; and

(4) Annual review and monitoring of
the effectiveness of the program.

(b) Agency affirmative procurement
programs must require that 100 percent
of purchases of EPA-designated prod-
ucts contain recovered material, unless
the item cannot be acquired—

(1) Competitively within a reasonable
time frame;

(2) Meeting appropriate performance
standards; or

(3) At a reasonable price.

(c) Agency affirmative procurement
programs must provide guidance for
purchases of EPA-designated products
at or below the micro-purchase thresh-
old.

[65 FR 36019, June 6, 2000]
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23.405

(a) These procedures apply to all
agency acquisitions of EPA-designated
products, including micro-purchases,
if—

(1) The price of the product exceeds
$10,000; or

(2) The aggregate amount paid for
products, or for functionally equivalent
products, in the preceding fiscal year
was $10,000 or more. RCRA requires
that an agency include micro-pur-
chases in determining if the aggregate
amount paid was $10,000 or more. How-
ever, it is not recommended that an
agency track micro-purchases unless it
intends to claim an exemption from
the requirement to establish an affirm-
ative procurement program in the fol-
lowing fiscal year.

(b) Contracting officers should refer
to EPA'’s list of EPA-designated prod-
ucts (available via the Internet at
http://www.epa.govicpg/) and to their
agencies’ affirmative procurement pro-
grams when purchasing supplies that
contain recovered material or services
that could include supplies that con-
tain recovered material.

(c) The contracting officer shall place
in the contract file a written justifica-
tion if an acquisition of EPA-des-
ignated products above the micro-pur-
chase threshold does not meet applica-
ble minimum recovered material con-
tent recommended by EPA guidelines.
If the agency has designated an Envi-
ronmental Executive, the contracting
officer shall give a copy of the written
justification to that official. The con-
tracting officer shall base the justifica-
tion on the inability to acquire the
product—

(1) Competitively within a reasonable
period of time;

(2) At reasonable prices; or

(3) To reasonable performance stand-
ards in the specifications, provided a
written determination by technical or
requirements personnel of the perform-
ance standard’s reasonableness is in-
cluded with the justification. The tech-
nical and requirements personnel must
base their determination on National
Institute of Standards and Technology
guidelines, if available.

(d) Agencies must establish proce-
dures for consolidating and reporting
contractor estimates required by the

Procedures.
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