25.901

duties certain supplies purchased under
Government contracts.

25.901 Policy.

United States laws impose duties on
foreign supplies imported into the cus-
toms territory of the United States.
Certain exemptions from these duties
are available to Government agencies.
Agencies must use these exemptions
when the anticipated savings to appro-
priated funds will outweigh the admin-
istrative costs associated with proc-
essing required documentation.

25.902

For regulations governing importa-
tions and duties, see the Customs Reg-
ulations issued by the U.S. Customs
Service, Department of the Treasury
(19 CFR Chapter 1). Except as provided
elsewhere in the Customs Regulations
(see 19 CFR 10.100), all shipments of im-
ported supplies purchased under Gov-
ernment contracts are subject to the
usual Customs entry and examination
requirements. Unless the agency ob-
tains an exemption (see 25.903), those
shipments are also subject to duty.

Procedures.

25.903 Exempted supplies.

(a) Subchapters VIII and X of Chap-
ter 98 of the Harmonized Tariff Sched-
ule of the United States (19 U.S.C. 1202)
list supplies for which exemptions from
duty may be obtained when imported
into the customs territory of the
United States under a Government
contract. For certain of these supplies,
the contracting agency must certify to
the Commissioner of Customs that
they are for the purpose stated in the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule (see 19
CFR 10.102-104, 10.114, and 10.121 and 15
CFR part 301 for requirements and for-
mats).

(b) Supplies (excluding equipment)
for Government-operated vessels or air-
craft may be withdrawn from any cus-
toms-bonded warehouse, from contin-
uous customs custody elsewhere than
in a bonded warehouse, or from a for-
eign-trade zone, free of duty and inter-
nal revenue tax as provided in 19 U.S.C.
1309 and 1317. The contracting activity
must cite this authority on the appro-
priate customs form when making pur-
chases (see 19 CFR 10.59-10.65).
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25.1001 Waiver of right to examination
of records.

(a) Policy. The clause at 52.215-2,
Audit and Records—Negotiation, pre-
scribed at 15.209(b), and paragraph (d)
of the clause at 52.212-5, Contract
Terms and Conditions Required to Im-
plement Statutes or Executive Or-
ders—Commercial Items, prescribed at
12.301(b)(4), implement 10 U.S.C. 2313
and 41 U.S.C. 254d. The basic clauses
authorize examination of records by
the Comptroller General.

(1) Insert the appropriate basic
clause, whenever possible, in nego-
tiated contracts with foreign contrac-
tors.

(2) The contracting officer may use
52.215-2 with its Alternate Il or 52.212-
5 with its Alternate | after—

(i) Exhausting all reasonable efforts
to include the basic clause;

(ii) Considering factors such as alter-
nate sources of supply, additional cost,
and time of delivery; and

(iii) The head of the agency has exe-
cuted a determination and findings in
accordance with paragraph (b) of this
section, with the concurrence of the
Comptroller General. However, concur-
rence of the Comptroller General is not
required if the contractor is a foreign
government or agency thereof or is pre-
cluded by the laws of the country in-
volved from making its records avail-
able for examination.

(b) Determination and findings. The de-
termination and findings must—

(1) Identify the contract and its pur-
pose, and identify if the contract is
with a foreign contractor or with a for-
eign government or an agency of a for-
eign government;

(2) Describe the efforts to include the
basic clause;

(3) State the reasons for the contrac-
tor’'s refusal to include the basic
clause;

(4) Describe the price and availability
of the supplies or services from the
United States and other sources; and

(5) Determine that it will best serve
the interest of the United States to use
the appropriate alternate clause in
paragraph (a)(2) of this section.
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