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(4) Professional surveying and map-
ping services on an architectural or en-
gineering nature. Surveying is consid-
ered to be an architectural and engi-
neering service and shall be procured
pursuant to 36.601 from registered sur-
veyors or architects and engineers.
Mapping associated with the research,
planning, development, design, con-
struction, or alteration of real prop-
erty is considered to be an architec-
tural and engineering service and is to
be procured pursuant to 36.601. How-
ever, mapping services that are not
connected to traditionally understood
or accepted architectural and engineer-
ing activities, are not incidental to
such architectural and engineering ac-
tivities or have not in themselves tra-
ditionally been considered architec-
tural and engineering services shall be
procured pursuant to provisions in
parts 13, 14, and 15.

(b) Contracting officers may award
contracts for architect-engineer serv-
ices to any firm permitted by law to
practice the professions of architecture
or engineering.

[56 FR 29128, June 25, 1991, as amended at 64
FR 32747, June 17, 1999]

36.602 Selection of firms for architect-
engineer contracts.

36.602-1 Selection criteria.

(a) Agencies shall evaluate each po-
tential contractor in terms of its—

(1) Professional qualifications nec-
essary for satisfactory performance of
required services;

(2) Specialized experience and tech-
nical competence in the type of work
required, including, where appropriate,
experience in energy conservation, pol-
lution prevention, waste reduction, and
the use of recovered materials;

(3) Capacity to accomplish the work
in the required time;

(4) Past performance on contracts
with Government agencies and private
industry in terms of cost control, qual-
ity of work, and compliance with per-
formance schedules;

(5) Location in the general geo-
graphical area of the project and
knowledge of the locality of the
project; provided, that application of
this criterion leaves an appropriate
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number of qualified firms, given the
nature and size of the project; and

(6) Acceptability under other appro-
priate evaluation criteria.

(b) When the use of design competi-
tion is approved by the agency head or
a designee, agencies may evaluate
firms on the basis of their conceptual
design of the project. Design competi-
tion may be used when—

(1) Unique situations exist involving
prestige projects, such as the design of
memorials and structures of unusual
national significance;

(2) Sufficient time is available for the
production and evaluation of concep-
tual designs; and

(3) The design competition, with its
costs, will substantially benefit the
project.

[48 FR 42356, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 60
FR 28498, May 31, 1995; 62 FR 44812, Aug. 22,
1997; 62 FR 51379, Oct. 1, 1997]

36.602-2 Evaluation boards.

(a) When acquiring architect-engi-
neer services, an agency shall provide
for one or more permanent or ad hoc
architect-engineer evaluation boards
(which may include preselection boards
when authorized by agency regula-
tions) to be composed of members who,
collectively, have experience in archi-
tecture, engineering, construction, and
Government and related acquisition
matters. Members shall be appointed
from among highly qualified profes-
sional employees of the agency or
other agencies, and if authorized by
agency procedure, private practitioners
of architecture, engineering, or related
professions. One Government member
of each board shall be designated as the
chairperson.

(b) No firm shall be eligible for award
of an architect-engineer contract dur-
ing the period in which any of its prin-
cipals or associates are participating as
members of the awarding agency’s
evaluation board.

36.602-3 Evaluation board functions.

Under the general direction of the
head of the contracting activity, an
evaluation board shall perform the fol-
lowing functions:

(a) Review the current data files on
eligible firms and responses to a public
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36.602-4
notice concerning the
project (see 36.604).

(b) Evaluate the firms in accordance
with the criteria in 36.602-1.

(c) Hold discussions with at least
three of the most highly qualified
firms regarding concepts and the rel-
ative utility of alternative methods of
furnishing the required services.

(d) Prepare a selection report for the
agency head or other designated selec-
tion authority recommending, in order
of preference, at least three firms that
are considered to be the most highly
qualified to perform the required serv-
ices. The report shall include a descrip-
tion of the discussions and evaluation
conducted by the board to allow the se-
lection authority to review the consid-
erations upon which the recommenda-
tions are based.

[48 FR 42356, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 54
FR 48989, Nov. 28, 1989; 60 FR 28498, May 31,
1995; 62 FR 44812, Aug. 22, 1997]

36.602—4 Selection authority.

(a) The final selection decision shall
be made by the agency head or a des-
ignated selection authority.

(b) The selection authority shall re-
view the recommendations of the eval-
uation board and shall, with the advice
of appropriate technical and staff rep-
resentatives, make the final selection.
This final selection shall be a listing,
in order of preference, of the firms con-
sidered most highly qualified to per-
form the work. If the firm listed as the
most preferred is not the firm rec-
ommended as the most highly qualified
by the evaluation board, the selection
authority shall provide for the con-
tract file a written explanation of the
reason for the preference. All firms on
the final selection list are considered
selected firms with which the con-
tracting officer may negotiate in ac-
cordance with 36.606.

(c) The selection authority shall not
add firms to the selection report. If the
firms recommended in the report are
not deemed to be qualified or the re-
port is considered inadequate for any
reason, the selection authority shall
record the reasons and return the re-
port through channels to the evalua-
tion board for appropriate revision.

(d) The board shall be promptly in-
formed of the final selection.
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36.602-5 Short selection process for
contracts not to exceed the sim-
plified acquisition threshold.

When authorized by the agency, ei-
ther or both of the short processes de-
scribed in this subsection may be used
to select firms for contracts not ex-
pected to exceed the simplified acquisi-
tion threshold. Otherwise, the proce-
dures prescribed in 36.602-3 and 36.602-4
shall be followed.

(a) Selection by the board. The board
shall review and evaluate architect-en-
gineer firms in accordance with 36.602-
3, except that the selection report shall
serve as the final selection list and
shall be provided directly to the con-
tracting officer. The report shall serve
as an authorization for the contracting
officer to commence negotiations in
accordance with 36.606.

(b) Selection by the chairperson of the
board. When the board decides that for-
mal action by the board is not nec-
essary in connection with a particular
selection, the following procedures
shall be followed:

(1) The chairperson of the board shall
perform the functions required in
36.602-3.

(2) The agency head or designated se-
lection authority shall review the re-
port and approve it or return it to the
chairperson for appropriate revision.

(3) Upon receipt of an approved re-
port, the chairperson of the board shall
furnish the contracting officer a copy
of the report which will serve as an au-
thorization for the contracting officer
to commence negotiations in accord-
ance with 36.606.

[48 FR 42356, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 54
FR 48989, Nov. 28, 1989; 60 FR 34759, July 3,
1995]

36.603 Collecting data on and apprais-
ing firms’ qualifications.

(a) Establishing offices. Agencies shall
maintain offices or permanent evalua-
tion boards, or arrange to use the of-
fices or boards of other agencies, to re-
ceive and maintain data on firms wish-
ing to be considered for Government
contracts. Each office or board shall be
assigned a jurisdiction by its parent
agency, making it responsible for a
geographical region or area, or a spe-
cialized type of construction.
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