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49 CFR Ch. II (10–1–06 Edition) § 222.31 

Subpart C—Exceptions to the Use 
of the Locomotive Horn 

§ 222.31 [Reserved] 

SILENCED HORNS AT INDIVIDUAL 
CROSSINGS 

§ 222.33 Can locomotive horns be si-
lenced at an individual public high-
way-rail grade crossing which is 
not within a quiet zone? 

(a) A railroad operating over an indi-
vidual public highway-rail crossing 
may, at its discretion, cease the sound-
ing of the locomotive horn if the loco-
motive speed is 15 miles per hour or 
less and train crew members, or appro-
priately equipped flaggers, as defined 
in 49 CFR 234.5, flag the crossing to 
provide warning of approaching trains 
to motorists. 

(b) This section does not apply where 
active grade crossing warning devices 
have malfunctioned and use of the horn 
is required by 49 CFR 234.105, 234.106, or 
234.107. 

SILENCED HORNS AT GROUPS OF 
CROSSINGS—QUIET ZONES 

§ 222.35 What are the minimum re-
quirements for quiet zones? 

The following requirements apply to 
quiet zones established in conformity 
with this part. 

(a) Minimum length. (1)(i) Except as 
provided in paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this 
section, the minimum length of a New 
Quiet Zone or New Partial Quiet Zone 
established under this part shall be 
one-half mile along the length of rail-
road right-of-way. 

(ii) The one-half mile minimum 
length requirement shall be waived for 
any New Quiet Zone or New Partial 
Quiet Zone that is added onto an exist-
ing quiet zone, provided there is no 
public highway-rail grade crossing at 
which locomotive horns are routinely 
sounded within one-half mile of the 
New Quiet Zone or New Partial Quiet 
Zone. 

(iii) New Quiet Zones and New Par-
tial Quiet Zones established along the 
same rail line within a single political 
jurisdiction shall be separated by at 
least one public highway-rail grade 
crossing, unless a New Quiet Zone or 

New Partial Quiet Zone is being added 
onto an existing quiet zone. 

(2)(i) The length of a Pre-Rule Quiet 
Zone or Pre-Rule Partial Quiet Zone 
may continue unchanged from that 
which existed as of October 9, 1996. 

(ii) With the exception of combining 
adjacent Pre-Rule Quiet Zones or Pre- 
Rule Partial Quiet Zones, the addition 
of any public highway-rail grade cross-
ing to a Pre-Rule Quiet Zone or Pre- 
Rule Partial Quiet Zone shall end the 
grandfathered status of that quiet zone 
and transform it into a New Quiet Zone 
or New Partial Quiet Zone that must 
comply with all requirements applica-
ble to New Quiet Zones and New Par-
tial Quiet Zones. 

(iii) The deletion of any public high-
way-rail grade crossing from a Pre- 
Rule Quiet Zone or Pre-Rule Partial 
Quiet Zone, with the exception of a 
grade separation or crossing closure, 
must result in a quiet zone of at least 
one-half mile in length in order to re-
tain Pre-Rule Quiet Zone or Pre-Rule 
Partial Quiet Zone status. 

(3) A quiet zone may include grade 
crossings on a segment of rail line 
crossing more than one political juris-
diction. 

(b) Active grade crossing warning de-
vices. (1) Each public highway-rail 
grade crossing in a New Quiet Zone es-
tablished under this part must be 
equipped, no later than the quiet zone 
implementation date, with active 
grade crossing warning devices com-
prising both flashing lights and gates 
which control traffic over the crossing 
and that conform to the standards con-
tained in the MUTCD. Such warning 
devices shall be equipped with constant 
warning time devices, if reasonably 
practical, and power-out indicators. 

(2) With the exception of public high-
way-rail grade crossings that will be 
temporarily closed in accordance with 
appendix A of this part, each public 
highway-rail grade crossing in a New 
Partial Quiet Zone established under 
this part must be equipped, no later 
than the quiet zone implementation 
date, with active grade crossing warn-
ing devices comprising both flashing 
lights and gates which control traffic 
over the crossing and that conform to 
the standards contained in the 
MUTCD. Such warning devices shall be 
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