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Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, DOT § 393.55 

§ 393.53 Automatic brake adjusters 
and brake adjustment indicators. 

(a) Automatic brake adjusters (hydrau-
lic brake systems). Each commercial 
motor vehicle manufactured on or after 
October 20, 1993, and equipped with a 
hydraulic brake system, shall meet the 
automatic brake adjustment system 
requirements of Federal Motor Vehicle 
Safety Standard No. 105 (49 CFR 571.105, 
S5.1) applicable to the vehicle at the 
time it was manufactured. 

(b) Automatic brake adjusters (air brake 
systems). Each commercial motor vehi-
cle manufactured on or after October 
20, 1994, and equipped with an air brake 
system shall meet the automatic brake 
adjustment system requirements of 
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 
No. 121 (49 CFR 571.121, S5.1.8) applica-
ble to the vehicle at the time it was 
manufactured. 

(c) Brake adjustment indicator (air 
brake systems). On each commercial 
motor vehicle manufactured on or after 
October 20, 1994, and equipped with an 
air brake system which contains an ex-
ternal automatic adjustment mecha-
nism and an exposed pushrod, the con-
dition of service brake under-adjust-
ment shall be displayed by a brake ad-
justment indicator conforming to the 
requirements of Federal Motor Vehicle 
Safety Standard No. 121 (49 CFR 571.121, 
S5.1.8) applicable to the vehicle at the 
time it was manufactured. 

[60 FR 46245, Sept. 6, 1995] 

§ 393.55 Antilock brake systems. 

(a) Hydraulic brake systems. Each 
truck and bus manufactured on or after 
March 1, 1999 (except trucks and buses 
engaged in driveaway-towaway oper-
ations), and equipped with a hydraulic 
brake system, shall be equipped with 
an antilock brake system that meets 
the requirements of Federal Motor Ve-
hicle Safety Standard (FMVSS) No. 105 
(49 CFR 571.105, S5.5). 

(b) ABS malfunction indicators for hy-
draulic braked vehicles. Each hydraulic 
braked vehicle subject to the require-
ments of paragraph (a) of this section 
shall be equipped with an ABS mal-
function indicator system that meets 
the requirements of FMVSS No. 105 (49 
CFR 571.105, S5.3). 

(c) Air brake systems. (1) Each truck 
tractor manufactured on or after 
March 1, 1997 (except truck tractors en-
gaged in driveaway-towaway oper-
ations), shall be equipped with an 
antilock brake system that meets the 
requirements of FMVSS No. 121 (49 
CFR 571.121, S5.1.6.1(b)). 

(2) Each air braked commercial 
motor vehicle other than a truck trac-
tor, manufactured on or after March 1, 
1998 (except commercial motor vehicles 
engaged in driveaway-towaway oper-
ations), shall be equipped with an 
antilock brake system that meets the 
requirements of FMVSS No. 121 (49 
CFR 571.121, S5.1.6.1(a) for trucks and 
buses, S5.2.3 for semitrailers, converter 
dollies and full trailers). 

(d) ABS malfunction circuits and sig-
nals for air braked vehicles. (1) Each 
truck tractor manufactured on or after 
March 1, 1997, and each single-unit air 
braked vehicle manufactured on or 
after March 1, 1998, subject to the re-
quirements of paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion, shall be equipped with an elec-
trical circuit that is capable of sig-
naling a malfunction that affects the 
generation or transmission of response 
or control signals to the vehicle’s 
antilock brake system (49 CFR 571.121, 
S5.1.6.2(a)). 

(2) Each truck tractor manufactured 
on or after March 1, 2001, and each sin-
gle-unit vehicle that is equipped to tow 
another air-braked vehicle, subject to 
the requirements of paragraph (c) of 
this section, shall be equipped with an 
electrical circuit that is capable of 
transmitting a malfunction signal from 
the antilock brake system(s) on the 
towed vehicle(s) to the trailer ABS 
malfunction lamp in the cab of the 
towing vehicle, and shall have the 
means for connection of the electrical 
circuit to the towed vehicle. The ABS 
malfunction circuit and signal shall 
meet the requirements of FMVSS No. 
121 (49 CFR 571.121, S5.1.6.2(b)). 

(3) Each semitrailer, trailer con-
verter dolly, and full trailer manufac-
tured on or after March 1, 2001, and 
subject to the requirements of para-
graph (c)(2) of this section, shall be 
equipped with an electrical circuit that 
is capable of signaling a malfunction in 
the trailer’s antilock brake system, 
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