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(11) characters, of vehicle identification 
numbers reported in information on inci-
dents involving death or injury pursuant to 
the reporting of early warning information 
requirements of 49 CFR part 579 will con-
stitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 
personal privacy within the meaning of 5 
U.S.C. 552(b)(6). 

[68 FR 44228, July 28, 2003, as amended at 69 
FR 21425, Apr. 21, 2004] 
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The OMB clearance number for this regula-
tion is 2127–0025. 
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AUTHORITY: Secs. 102(2)(A), 102(2)(C), Pub. 
L. 91–190, 83 Stat. 853 (42 U.S.C. 4332); secs. 
2(b), 4(f), Pub. L. 89–670, 80 Stat. 931 (49 U.S.C. 
1651(b), 1653(f)); E.O. 11514, 35 FR 4247; 40 CFR 
part 1500; DOT Order 5610.1B, 39 FR 35234; del-
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otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 

§ 520.1 Purpose and scope. 
(a) Section 102(2)(C) of the National 

Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (83 
Stat. 853; 42 U.S.C. 4332(2)(C)), as imple-
mented by Executive Order 11514 (3 
CFR, 1966–1970 Comp., p. 902) and the 
Council on Environmental Quality’s 
Guidelines of April 23, 1971 (36 FR 7724), 
requires that all agencies of the Fed-
eral Government prepare detailed envi-
ronmental statements on proposals for 
legislation and other major Federal ac-
tions significantly affecting the qual-
ity of the human environment. The 
purpose of the Act is to build into the 
agency decision-making process careful 
consideration of all environmental as-
pects of proposed actions. 

(b) This part specifies National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) procedures for conducting en-
vironmental assessments and reviews, 
and for the preparation of environ-
mental impact statements on proposals 
for legislation and other major agency 
actions significantly affecting the 
quality of the human environment. 

§ 520.2 Policy. 
The agency will strive to carry out 

the full intent and purpose of the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 and related orders and statutes, 
and take positive steps to avoid any ac-
tion which could adversely affect the 
quality of the human environment. 

§ 520.3 Definitions. 
(a) Environmental assessment is a writ-

ten analysis describing the environ-
mental impact of a proposed or ongoing 
agency action, submitted to the agency 
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