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§ 555.13 Basis for petition. 
The petition shall: 
(a) Discuss any factors (e.g., demand 

for the vehicle configuration, loss of 
market, difficulty in procuring goods 
and services necessary to conduct dy-
namic tests) that the applicant desires 
NHTSA to consider in deciding whether 
to grant the application based on eco-
nomic hardship. 

(b) Explain the grounds on which the 
applicant asserts that the application 
of the dynamic test requirements of 
the standard(s) in question to the vehi-
cles covered by the application would 
cause substantial economic hardship to 
each of the manufacturers on whose be-
half the application is filed, providing 
a complete financial statement for 
each manufacturer and a complete de-
scription of each manufacturer’s good 
faith efforts to comply with the stand-
ards, including a discussion of: 

(1) The extent that no Type (1) or 
Type (2) statement with respect to 
such standard is available in the in-
complete vehicle document furnished, 
per part 568 of this chapter, by the in-
complete vehicle manufacturer or by a 
prior intermediate-stage manufacturer 
or why, if one is available, it cannot be 
followed; 

(2) A description of the incomplete 
vehicle to be used to manufacture the 
vehicle(s) subject to the petition. This 
description must identify the manufac-
turer of the incomplete vehicle, state 
the incomplete vehicle’s GVWR, and 
provide other available specifications; 

(3) The availability of alternative in-
complete vehicles, including incom-
plete vehicles of different size, GVWR, 
and number of axles, from the same 
and other incomplete vehicle manufac-
turers, that could allow the petitioner 
to rely on Incomplete Vehicle Docu-
ments when certifying the completed 
vehicle, instead of petitioning under 
this subpart; 

(4) The existence, or lack thereof, of 
generic or cooperative testing that 
would provide a basis for dem-
onstrating compliance with the stand-
ard(s); and 

(c) Explain why the requested tem-
porary exemption would not unreason-
ably degrade safety. 

[71 FR 28196, May 15, 2006] 

§ 555.14 Processing of petitions. 
The Administrator shall notify the 

petitioner whether the petition is com-
plete within 30 days of receipt. The Ad-
ministrator shall attempt to approve 
or deny any complete petition sub-
mitted under this subpart within 120 
days after the agency acknowledges 
that the application is complete. Upon 
good cause shown, the Administrator 
may review a petition on an expedited 
basis. 

§ 555.15 Time period for exemptions. 
Subject to § 555.16, each temporary 

exemption granted by the Adminis-
trator under this subpart shall be in ef-
fect for a period of three years from the 
effective date. The Administrator shall 
identify each exemption by a unique 
number. 

§ 555.16 Renewal of exemptions. 
An alterer, intermediate or final- 

stage manufacturer or a trade associa-
tion representing a group of alterers 
or, intermediate and/or final-stage 
manufacturers may apply for a renewal 
of a temporary exemption. Any such 
renewal petition shall be filed at least 
60 days prior to the termination date of 
the existing exemption and shall in-
clude all the information required in 
an initial petition. If a petition for re-
newal of a temporary exemption that 
meets the requirements of this subpart 
has been filed not later than 60 days be-
fore the termination date of an exemp-
tion, the exemption does not terminate 
until the Administrator grants or de-
nies the petition for renewal. 

§ 555.17 Termination of temporary ex-
emptions. 

The Administrator may terminate or 
modify a temporary exemption if (s)he 
determines that: 

(a) The temporary exemption was 
granted on the basis of false, fraudu-
lent, or misleading representations or 
information; or 

(b) The temporary exemption is no 
longer consistent with the public inter-
est and the objectives of the Act. 

§ 555.18 Temporary exemption labels. 
An alterer or final-stage manufac-

turer of a vehicle that is covered by 
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one or more exemptions issued under 
this sub-part shall affix a label that 
meets meet all the requirements of 49 
CFR 555.9. 
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§ 556.1 Scope. 
This part sets forth procedures, pur-

suant to section 157 of the Act, for ex-
empting manufacturers of motor vehi-
cles and replacement equipment from 
the Act’s notice and remedy require-
ments when a defect or noncompliance 
is determined to be inconsequential as 
it relates to motor vehicle safety. 

§ 556.2 Purpose. 
The purpose of this part is to enable 

manufacturers of motor vehicles and 
replacement equipment to petition the 
NHTSA for exemption from the notifi-
cation and remedy requirements of the 
Act due to the inconsequentiality of 
the defect or noncompliance as it re-
lates to motor vehicle safety, and to 
give all interested persons an oppor-
tunity for presentation of data, views, 
and arguments on the issues of incon-
sequentiality. 

§ 556.3 Application. 
This part applies to manufacturers of 

motor vehicles and replacement equip-
ment. 

§ 556.4 Petition for exemption. 
(a) A manufacturer who has deter-

mined the existence, in a motor vehicle 
or item of replacement equipment that 

he produces, of a defect related to 
motor vehicle safety or a noncompli-
ance with an applicable Federal motor 
vehicle safety standard, or who has re-
ceived notice of an initial determina-
tion by the NHTSA of the existence of 
a defect related to motor vehicle safety 
or a noncompliance, may petition for 
exemption from the Act’s notification 
and remedy requirements on the 
grounds that the defect or noncompli-
ance is inconsequential as it relates to 
motor vehicle safety. 

(b) Each petition submitted under 
this part shall— 

(1) Be written in the English lan-
guage; 

(2) Be submitted in three copies to: 
Administrator, National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration, Washington, 
DC 20590; 

(3) State the full name and address of 
the applicant, the nature of its organi-
zation (e.g., individual, partnership, or 
corporation) and the name of the State 
or country under the laws of which it is 
organized. 

(4) Describe the motor vehicle or 
item of replacement equipment, includ-
ing the number involved and the period 
of production, and the defect or non-
compliance concerning which an ex-
emption is sought; and 

(5) Set forth all data, views, and ar-
guments of the petitioner supporting 
his petition. 

(6) Be accompanied by three copies of 
the report the manufacturer has sub-
mitted, or is submitting, to NHTSA in 
accordance with part 573 of this chap-
ter, relating to its determination of the 
existence of safety related defect or 
noncompliance with an applicable safe-
ty standard that is the subject of the 
petition. 

(c) In the case of defects related to 
motor vehicle safety or noncompli-
ances determined to exist by a manu-
facturer, petitions under this part 
must be submitted not later than 30 
days after such determination. In the 
case of defects related to motor vehicle 
safety or noncompliances initially de-
termined to exist by the NHTSA, peti-
tions must be submitted not later than 
30 days after notification of the deter-
mination has been received by the 
manufacturer. Such a petition will not 
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